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PREFACK 


TO THE 


READER: 


HE miſeries which Thrants us 


ur) ſually bring upon that unhappy 
NT [EIN people , who , by impatience 4 4 

__ Juſt Government, and by their 
D /editious attempts npon their 
' Lawful Prince, have expoſed 
themſelves to the Cheats, and are at laſt inflaved 
by the Power 7 ſuch Ambitions Perſons, ceaſe 
n0t with their Lives, but are extended to the fol- 
lowing Age, and are apt to vex the next Genera- 
tions. For althoughthe Rapines and Murders 
(which are not the greateſt unhappineſſes of the 
Oppreſſed Vaſſals) may poſſibly end with the Em- 
pire of the Uſurper ;, yet thoſe debancheries of the 
FSpirits 'h Men, and the nnquiet principles of Vil 
lany (the moſt ignominious brands of Slavery) 
which they introduced both to acquire and pre- 
ſerve their Greatneſs, ſurvive their Anthours, and 
like Venom infe# the Blood , when the Viper is 
kill d that gave the wound, Hence comes it topaſs 
that ſuch a People, thongh freed from the force of 
| A 23 their 
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their Oppreſſor, yet tenacious of his Crimes, de- 

bauched by impious Habits, and diftraited with 

various FaGions, can never _— to their 

rommon Peace and Safety, nor with patience ſub- 

mit to thoſe who would reſtore them the Benefits of 
Society and Government. Our Age hath had too 
freſh an Experience of this : for the Methods of 
Tyranny having been aGed with ſo much Induſtry, 
and continued with ſo great Succeſs among us, 

though we are now (through the benignity of 
Heaven) in the enjoyment of all ſafe Liberty 
that is conſiſtent with Government , and which 
can be hoped for from a Juſt and Lawful Prince 
yet have not men parted with thoſe Principles of 
Confuſion and Ruine which the Tyrants did 
impreſs , but like Waves that have been toſſed 
with a Tempeſt, find no Calm, though the Wind 
be down that firſt raiſed them. | 


The method of curing ſuch a diſtempered Mul- 
titude is, to ſhew the Arts of their Impoſtors, 
and to diſcover that what was obiruded upon 
them as the Oracles of Heaven, or as the generous 
diftates of free Souls , were but the accuſtomed 
Cheats of former Tyrants, newly moe to an 
Ignorant and credulous Generation. No diſco- 
zery comes with more Evidence upon Vulgar ſþi- 
rits (who cannot weigh the force of Reaſon) than 
that which is made by Example : like the Spar- 
tan Diſcipline, who to preſerve their Touth (on 
whom Philoſophical Diſcourſes would have —_ 

t 


to the Reader. 


but ſmall impreſſion ) from Intemperance , pre- 
pr them apr brdecencies of their drun- 
ken Helots. Aud Menenius did retrieve the Ro- 
man "_—_ from their Sedition by an Apo- 
logue, which 3s but a fiditious Example. Such 
(Reader) is the deſign of publiſhing this Fiſto- 
rical Diſcourſe, (which in the compoſing was in- 
tended but as a private Eſſay) of the Life of a 
Tyrant ; which hath ſuch a conformity with the 
Monſter of Our Times, that who reads the AGi- 
ons of the One, cannot but reflef upon the prati- 
ces of the Other. So that it may ſeem to nl the 
Opinion of thoſe who imagined, that All humane 
Aﬀairs had a Circular motion, and that no Age © 
produces any thing ſo prodigious , that may not 
have its parallel in another. And it would give 
ſome credit to the Pythagorean Tranſmigration : 
for comparing the Arts and Succeſs of Both, in 
riſing from an abje@ condition to moſt abjolute 
Sovereignty, and how in Both Tyranny was aFed 
to the height of , one of that School 
would fancy that the Soul of Agathocles, after 
ſereral peregrinations through the forms of T7- 
gers, Wolves, Foxes, Harpies, and Vultures, 
with ſome diverſions in humane ſhapes, as of Ma- 
humet, Borgia, aud ſuch other Enemies of Man- 
kind, it had at laſt wexed the world under the 
ame of OL. CR. 


It would be toogreat a diſtruſt ofthe Reader's 
Judgment to anticipate kis thonghts in drawing 
A 4 4 
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a Parallel: the diſagreements being but few, 
and thoſe more | > amd to be referred to the di- 
ſtant Times and Scenes wherein they ated, (to 
which Both did accommodate their Deſigns ) 
than to any _—_— in their temper of Spirit 
or variety of Luſts : Impicty, Perfidionſneſs, and 
Inhumanity being the equal delights and exerci- 
ſes ofeither. So that though they coaſted diffe- 
rent Countries, et they ſailed by the ſame Compaſs, 
and aimed at the ſame Port of Power and 
Greatneſs. In nothing more doth the Ancient 
ſeem to exceed the Modern Tyrant than in his 
Cruelty; yet even this is not imputableto a more 
tender ſenſe of Humanity in one than in the other, 
(for he thatdares ſometimes be wicked for 
his advantage, will be alwayes ſo if his Intereſt 
require, but to a fear of loſing the emoluments 
of that more powerful and proſperous Cheat , 
the pretenſion to Saudity; which being to be / ang 
dowed with a ſeeming Meekneſs, would have 
been too plainly diſcoloured by too frequent eff u- 
ſions of Blood. But if when we would cenſure the 
Crime, we _— not onely the quantity , but 
the worth of the Blood, the Sicilian will not ap- 
pear more odious than the other. Since the blood 
of a Piows, Juſt, and Lawful KIN G, fpilt with 
F4 ach diſhonour to Religion, and contumely to 
Juſtice, layes 4 more heavy Guilt in the eyes both 
Ge and Good men, than Rivers of Plebeiar 
Jore, Beſides, that horrid Parricide inevitabl 

exciting ſeveral attempts for Juſtice, the ſlau 4 
, - | ters 
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ters of thoſe brave Souls that endeavour'd it, did 
accumulate the guilt contrafted by their Sove- 
reign's Blood. So that the cutting thoſe Royal 
veins opened ſuch Sluces in all the Britiſh How 
pire , that the Earth was not more conſtantly 
wet with the ſhowres of Heaven, than it was year- 
ly polluted with the blood of ſome Loyal perſor 
and lower of the People's Rights and Liberties. 
Bloud of this tin@ure he was obſerved to drink: 
with a guſt, though he was nauſeous of that M4 bis 
own Party: whom , when their divided Inter- 
- made them contrive his Ruine, or provok'd 

is Spleen, he uſed, as the Romans did their of- 
ſending Veltals, whoſe blood, becanſe they were . 
conſecrated to the ſervice of their Gods, they ne- 
ver ſpilt, but incloſed them under ground with 
ſome ſmall proviſions, that ſo they might periſh 
without pity and unobſerved : So thoſe that had 
been once conſecrated to the Good Old Cauſe, zt 
was unneceſſary to take away their Lives, which 
were hateful, becauſe they had adminiſtred to his 
Grandeur; but degrading them from his truſt, 
and permitting to them ſome remnants of the 
ſpoils of Iniquity, he expoſed them to periſh in 
want and obſcurity. 


In thoſe other Crimes whereby Uſurpers make 
their way to Dominion , the Wickedneſf of this 
Laſt was more tranſcendent, and ſuch as made 
our Bondage more ignominions, and our Miſe- 
ries more laſting. For not to mention thoſe fre- 
; | quent 
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quent Perjuries, thoſe horrid Blaſphemies of re- 


ferring all the moſt damnable Projefs to the Im- 


pnlſes of the Spirit, and Returns of Prayer ; Re- 
| wy_ never received a more fatal Wound than b 
is Modern Impoſtor. For when the Majeſty 
and Reverence ofthat ſtood like a ſfrong rampire 
of Fuit Authority, and like a mighty ſtream ran 
croſs to his Deſign; he undermined it, by intro- 
ducing Notions agreeable to his Intereſt, made it 
contemptible by the eſe of the People whom he 
made Prieſts, careſſed every Hereſie, raiſed and 
increaſed new Schiſms, and ſo cut it into ſeveral 
Chanels and ſmall Rzvulets, to make it fordable 
for his aſcent to Dominion : and by proclaiming 
a Spiritual Liberty, reduced it into ſo many A- 
tomes, that nothing but what was fortuitous could 


unite them in a ſolid body tooppoſe hinze. Not con- 


tent with theſe injuries to Religion, he proceeded 


to extirpate thoſe Eternal rules of Right and 
Wrong , which even Nature had impreſſed upor 
the Mindsof Men. For by his ——_— new 
Schemes of 4 were compoſed, new rules of 
Obedience and Government were framed, accor- 
ding to the Inſtitutes of Tyranny. The ſacred 
Religion of an Oath, the foundation of Society 
even in the moſt barbarous Nations, was among 
ws publiſhed no longer obliging than 'till an incon- 
wenienceenſued. Thus as Caligula took off the 
heads of thoſe Images of the Gods that were moſt 
worſhipped, and ſet his own upon them, that he 
might receive the Adorations of the People 1 jo 
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did this Uſurper pervert thoſe Oracles of Life 

the Laws «; God , Na, that we k #- 
ceive onely the Difates of his Luſt and — 
and be guided by the deceitful Inpulſes of hi 

deluding Spirit. 


How far he prevailed by theſe Arts in vitia- 
ting the ſenſe of Religion and Juſtice in men, ap- 
peared too evident in the ſervile Flattery of thoſe 
Addreſles which were made to his contemptible 
Succeſſour. In which the Compoſers by a prodi- 
giows Sacriledge having rifled all the Sacred Re- 
cords, and thence took thoſe attributes of Glory 
with which as Jewels God had adorned his choi- 
ceſt Servants, and had given them as Odours to 
embalm their Memories to Poſterity, applied thene 
to bis ſucceſful Wickedneſs. So that they ſeemed 
to have forgotten what Vertue and Righteouſneſs 
were , when they crowned Impiety with the re- 
wards of Goodneſs. 


And how pregnant the Principles he had afed 
by were of Deſtru@ion, by the juſt Judgment of 
Heaven was experienced on his Infamous Iſſue, 
they being ruined by the ſame Pradices by which 
himſelf had deſtroyed the lawful Government 
the Children of his Example of ofing thoſe of 
his Blood , the miniſters ofthe Father's Villanies 
being the Executioners of the Son's Empire. Nor 
was the miſchievouſneſs of his Arts confined with- 
in his own Family, but like an infeFious Conta- 
gion 


'The Feller 


gion ſpread it ſelf over the whole Nation. His Ex- 
ample exciting every bold hand and violent ſpirit 


_ to invade the Government, and his Principles 


ſerving to colour the proſperous Invader's Perfi- 
dionſneſs to his ſupplanted and complaining Pre- 
_— ours. That Power would they today deſpoil 
and vilifie, with whom it was on their hearts 
the day before to Live and Die. What they be- 
wailed yeſterday as their Back-ſliding , to day 
they would praGiſe as their Saintlike obedience to 
the Call of God. So that by reaſon of theſe diffe- 
rent Adtings, ſometime as Men, and another as 
Saints, like creatures of various Elements, there 
was no faith among themſelves, nor conſtancy in 
their Wickedneſs; but varying their Crimes, and 
together with their Guilt increaſing our Miſeries, 
the Sun ſeldom roſe but he ſaw the ruines of that 
Government which he had left at his ſetting, and 
the ereFion of a new. And Peace and Quietneſ 
were ſet at ſuch a diſtance from our hopes, that 
they could net be expeFed but after a Deſolation. 


Than which effets though nothing could be 
more convincing of the deſtrudiveneſs of ſuch 
Principles and Pradices , that they neither pro- 
ceeded from God , who is the Author of Order 
and Government, nor agreed with Juſtice, which 
#s the preſervative of Peace: yet becauſe X ſo 
impudently pretended to an- Extra® from Hea- 


wer, and ſeemed to be owned by it in an uninter- 


rupted Succeſs againſt a Lawful Sovereign, and 


are 
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are ſtill impottunately urged £/ wm 5 of no juſt | 


hopes, and whoſe broken Intereſts are impatient 
of a Calm; they are as yet received by ſome delu- 
ed Souls as Oracles, and as the ſober diftates of 
right Reaſon; and the miſchievous Conſequences 
are reputed the deprauvations of the Aﬀors, not 
the legitimate Iſſues of the Principles. But as the 
Djvine Records do vindicate the Immaculate 
Purity of God (from whom nothing proceeds 
which doth not make men 54 in obedience to 
it) from having any benign Influence on ſuch de- 
ftrudtive counſels, and right Reaſon doth free Ju- 
ftice from - alliance with ſuch wicked pradi- 
ces: ſo the Hiſtory of all Ages will teſtifie that 
theſe have been the artifices of Ambitious perſons, 
who ſeeking a Criminal Greatneſs have deveſted 
themſelues of all ſenſe of Vertue , do by theſe 
wayes delude and diſtra# the minds of men, that 
ſo being weakened by their own FadGions, and 
diſarmed by vitions habits, they may more 64ſily 
be oppreſſed by them. And this Hiſtory of Aga- 
thocles , tranſmitted to Poſterity by Diodorus 
Siculus ad Juſtin (from whom it was gathered ) 
will evidently ſhew, That the uſual method of 
overthrowing an ancient Government eſta- 
bliſhed by Law, istoſlander the Attions and 
Counſels of the preſent Magiſtrate 3 That 
thoſe that have the menos Tyranny in 


projection, will bethe greateſt pretenders of 


the Pubick Good, and the moſt importunate 
aſlertors of the People's Rights; That it 1s 
| - 
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obediences to their Eternal Superiour ) but in A 
fedion to Mankind, and pity of the deceivabl 
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the moſt compendious way of impoſing Sla- 
very, by raifing in the Multitude too eager 
and paſſionate deſires of Liberty; That in a 
corrupted and diſquiet State, the moſt Con- 
tempaible member of that Community may 
without the help of a Miracle ariſe to Sove- 
reignty; That it is not the Indulgence of 
Heaven to the Uſurper, but the Indignation 
thereof to the People, when Succeſs attends 
the Tyrant's Enterprizesz That Power acqui- 
red by Fraud or Violence will never be em- 


ployed in the exerciſe of Juſtice. 


Theſe therefore being the onely fruits that are 
to be expecd from the unquiet Principles and 
deluding Hopes which deſigning Demagogues 


infe& the People with, Wiſe men have conſtant- | 


ly adviſed, That even the Vices of Bad Princes 
are to be born with the like Patience as we en- 
dure Dearths and Tempeſts , and other Devia- 
tions of Nature from O__ courſe. And this 
10t to flatter Offending Kings, (who at a moſt 
dreadful Tribunal are accountable for their Diſ- 


Ec 


Multitude. Becauſe though Princes, as they are 
Mer, may be Vitious , yet as ſuch are not Im- 
mortal; and a pious Succeſſour may repair all 
the ruines of a former Oppreſſour. But when the 
People will uſurp the Office of Heaven, whoſe Pre- 
rogative it is tochaſtiſe Kings, and to cut off the 

Fury 
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Fury 4 Princes, and. they themſelves will cor- 
ret their lawful Magiſtrates, God moſt ſeverely 
puniſhes them by ſuffering the baſeſt of men to 
ride over their heads. And the Primitive Chri- 
ftians thought it not onely their Duty, but their 
Prudence, by prayers and tears gw | to ſeek the 
deliverance of ow from the injuries of a 
Governour , rather than by oppoſing their law- 
fil Sovereign to adminiſter to a Tyrant's Am- 
bition , who , according to that Maxime, of 
changing all things that were under the for- 
mer Governour, muſt deface Religion to main= 


tain his Power, and on the diſhonour of Piety 
build his Greatneſs. 


We have had experience of the Anger of Hea- 


| wen for our Sins, in giving us over to the De- 


luſions of men, who ſought and acquired Pow- 
er by ſlandering a PRINCE, whoſe moſt E- 
minent Worth we — not, "till our Ig- 
norance had made Flim aud us miſerable. 
Which Power being ſo- impiouſly got , was not 
otherwiſe uſed : For the Treaſures and Orna- 
ments of many Ages Peace, were waſted and 
conſumed by their ”—__— in a few jears. 
And we are now under the return of Mercy by 
a Lawful Sovereign. Both Conditions may 
teach us to meaſure the Benefits and Inconveni- 
ences of Government as they are in their own 
nature , and not by the ſiniſter interpretations 
and ſeditions Harangues of Unquiet per my 
Ww 
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| The Preface, &c. 

who will calumniate even the juſteſt Rulers 
and the wiſeſt Connſels. And if the diſcovery 
of the methods of Tyranny , which is made in 
this Hiſtory , may contribute any thing to eff el? 
@ juſt Hatred of ſuch Pradices, or eſtabliſh 
Sober Minds in a thankful acquieſcence in that 
Gracious Providence which hath reſtored our 
Ancient Government , and given us a Prince 
initruted both by Afflidion and Mercy in the 
beit arts of Empire the Compiler bath at« 
tained bis chiefeit Ends. | 


Farewel. 


Rich. Perrinchicfe. . 
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CONTENAMES 


Of the FIRST BOOK, 
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\HE Introdudion. The neceſſity of Go- 
zernment. The cauſes of the C " #6. of 


| Government, The Miſeries that attend thoſe 


| Changes. Occaſions to Oſurpers. The Requi- 
| ſites of an Ujurper. A Tyrant in Title will be a 
| Thrant in Exerciſe. Agathocles an Example of 
| Oſurpers. Agathocles's Birth ; the Predid:- 
| on of bis Cruelty and Greatneſs. The uncertain 
| Original of ſuch Predifions. Agathocles's ab- 
Jed& beginnings, baſer Youth , and infamous in- 
trodution into Employment. His ſeditiows pra- 
Fices cauſe a change of Government at Syracule. 
Hz flight June thence , and Tain attempts for 
Tyrannyabroad. Flis Return home , and ano- 
ther change of Government. His E -ploits in 
his Command. TheCity's jealoufe of him, and 
his Baniſhment. His War againſt Syracuſe. A- 
mulcar reconciles hin to bis City, and they re- 
woke his Baniſhment. HepraGijes the Arts of a 
| Demagogue : gets the office of Pretor , <:d 
Keeper of the Liberty of Syracuſe. His plot to 

get an Army fit for tis purdoſe , by whomle m1), a- 
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cres all theSenate and chief Citizens. By diſſi- 
mulation be prevails upon his Aſſociates in the 
Maſſacre, to forcethe Principality upon him. The 
Sictlians confederate againſt the Tyrant. Acro- 
tatus, choſez General of the Leagye, by his Vices 
overthrows the Enterpriſe. Agathocles deſigns 
the Empire of all Sicily : by fraud ſeiſeth uport 
Meſlene. The Exiles ſendan Embaſſy to Car- 
thage. The Death of Amilcar. Agathocles's 
ſucceſs againſt the Exiles. 
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TYRANT 


AGATHOCLES. 


LIB. I. 


"IS SHE ſccurity and comforts of 
= 7 Sz humane life conſiſt in Society. 
KY Society cannot be preſerved 
without Order. For although 
by it men are ſecured from 
© a foreign force, yet in it are 

they ſubject to inteſtine injuries; and when 
Neceffity makes no War abroad, Ambition 
and Covetouſneſs will raiſe ſome at home. 
(Theſe being ſo impetuous and reſtleſs affe- 
Cionsin the breaſts of men, that they never 
leave them evenafterthelargeſt acquiſitions.) 
For Man naturally is greedy of every thing, 
yet ſo weak that he can acquire but few: ſo 
that theDeſire being too great for the power 
of Acquiſition , there ariſes a diſlatisfaction 
with the preſent condition, when it is ſecure, 
| B 2 and 
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2 The Syracuſan Tyrant, Or, Lib. 


andan endeavour ofaltering it, though with 
the ruine of another's fortune. This immo- 
deratedeſirein ſome men of more than they 
have , produces a fear in others of lefin 
what they do enjoy; and from both theſe 
ariſe Jealouſies , Enmities, and Injuries, which 
in thejſlue undermine Society, and render it 
more dangerous than Solitude , and make 
Communities of men more obnoxious to 
rune than Herds of Beaſts. Therefore Or- 
der maſt {et bounds to ſome mens Luſts, and 
Fencesforthe ſecurity of others. 


Order cannot be obſerved without Go- 
vernment, which is the entruſting ſome per- 
ſons with the care and power of maintaining 
this Order. And that it may the more effe- 
Ctually atrain its End, Heaven hath declared 
itas itsown Inſtitution, and impreſſed upon 
It the Juſtre of Divine Authority. But as 
Pearls, though they havetheir Original from 
the Dew of Heaven, yet muſt be formed and 
ſolidated in the Seaand the womb of a Shel- 
fiſh, which as 1t is more or leſs diſpoſed by 
Nature for ſuch a production , renders the 
i proportionably great and orient: So 

overnment , though 1t derives its Extract 
from a Divine Inſtitution, yetbecaule it is to 
bemanaged by Men whichareſubject tocor- 
ruption , doth often prove too uncertain a 


Guard for ſo great a Treaſure as is the nar 
lic 
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lick Good, and common Safety. Becauſe the 
Truſtees of this power may either through 
the depravedneſs of their affections diſtort it 
to the ſatisfaction of their private Juſtsz or 
by an imprudent menage give umbrages of 
ſuſpicion , that they will pervert it to the 
commonruine. So that fuch 1impotentperſons 
being in Government , bewitched with the 
ſweetneſs of Comman4 , and paittonate to 
enlarge or preſerve that power in the unlaw- 
ful exercrſe thereof,” make frequent invaſi- 
ons upon the Liberty of others. And thoſe 
that are under Government, pinched with 
the difficulties of obeying ſuch "unequal 
Commands, and labouring to keep their Li- 
berty entife, ſtrive to extend it even to Lt- 
cence, till it becomes inconſiſtent with Go- 
vernment. Hence ariſe Diſcontents, Jealou- 
fies, and Changes of Covernment, which to 
fick minds, like the turnings in Bed to fick 
bodies, are hoped for remedies: and what 
men cannot find under one kind of Magiſtra- 
cy, they will ſeek in another ; and therefore 
do either contract or enlarge the ſubje& of 
their truſt of Power, according to the ſenſe 
of their preſent Grievances. 


If a Community at firſt, either by Choice 
or Nece!iity,, are united under one Head in 
a Monarchy , while He or his Succeſlors in- 
tend the publick good for which they were 
B 3 defigned, 
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deſigned, the memory of ther firſt Inſtitution 
and the ſenſe of the preſent Benefits, provoke 
from their Subjects (not corrupted with toq 
muchFelicity, nordebauched with the ſubtle 
Slanders which Sceditious perſons caſt on 
their Prince ) a Veneration next to that 
which 1sdue to Heaven ; an Univerſal Love 
and a Delightto obey being the conſtant Re- 
turnsto their Cares and Hazards for the pub- 


lick Security. But becauſe all worldly | 


things are in a continual motion, and there 
1s either a progreſs to perfection in that 
which 1s good, or elſe a precipitate declina- 
tion to evil, and mem are moſt eaſily corrupted 


inthe ſupremest Fortunes, where Luſts may have | 


theadvantage of being armed with Power : ſuch 
as received the higheſt Command asa reward 


| of Vertue either inthemſelves or Anceſters, 


doſometimes abuſe it to licenſe the moſt hor- 
rid Crimes 3 imagining Rapines, Adulteries, 
and Capricioesof Power the rewards of Prin- 
cipality , wherein they only receive but a 
fading Pleaſure, and leave to their Subjects a 
perpetual ſenſeof Loſs and Diſhonour. Hence 
comes it to paſs, that thoſe who by vertuous 
Practices might have maintained the reputa- 


tionof Earthly Gods, by theſe wicked cour-'F 


ſes degenerating beneath the nature of Beaſts, 
become hatcful and terrible to Mankind. 


Hate and Fear are always pregnant with 
| | .. Con- 
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Lib.1. The Life of Agathocles 5g 
Confpiracies. Confpiracies that prove ſuc- 
ceſsful ( for otherwiſe they advantage him 
whom they deſign toruine) are ſooneſt form- 
ed and moſt dexterouſly managed, not by 
ſuch asare fearful and weak, but by perſons 
of generous Spirits and active Souls, whoare 
moſt tenderly ſenſible of Injuries, and moſt 
impatientunder them. Theſe being exalted 
above the reſt of the injured Multitude by 
thegreatneſs of their Minds, and made more 
powerful to accompliſh the deſign by the 
riches of their Patrimonies , the lberality of 
their Education , and the Nobility of their 


| Families, become the Chicfs of the Commu- 


nity, for Security and Revenge on their un- 
juſt Morzarch. He being extinguiſhed, the 
People tranſlate the Reverence which before 
they were wonttopay to a ſingle Prince, on 
theſe perſons whom they look upon as their 
Deliverers. 


Theſe hating the Government of a ſingle 
Perſon, and fearing the return of the ſame 
Miſeries from another Monarch, or elſe pleaſed 
with the preſent Adorationsof the Multitude, 


| do retain the Government among them- 


ſelves, which ſeated in ſuch and ſo many per- 
ſons, is called Ariffocracy. Theſe 1n their 
beginnings bound their power with ſuch 
Laws, as (being made in thefreſh memory of 
thcformer Tyranny )appear very tender of the 

| B 4 Com- 


6 The Syracuſan Tyrant, Or, Lib. I | 
Common Liberty, and prefer the Publick to | 
the Private Intereſt. Which adminiſtration 
of Juſtice , partly through the Novelty , 
(which always hath much of the People's 
hopes, ) and partly through the Cares of the 
New Governours (which are commonly moſt 
ſtrictim their firſt Undertakings) to manage 
all concernments with the moſt exact mode- 
ration, 1s entertained ſome time with ho- 
nour and conformable obedience. But er 
ſeldom uſe Dignities with the ſame good arts 
whereby they acquired them, and aſſume another 
Heart inthe Palace than what they wore in their 
private Families. So that corruption either 
aſſanltstheir very perſons, or 10 2 ſhort time 
teizeth upon their Succeſlors z who unac- 
quainted withthe Inſtability of Fortune, and 
inſenfible of the diſmal conſequences of pub- 
lick Injuries, grow inſolent with their pre- 
ſent ſtate, diſcontent with Equality, and 
forming Factions among themſelves, reduce 
all Power into a few hands, and change the 
Optimacie into an Oligarchie. Thence falling 
into the debaucheries of the former Tyrant, 
and their Number making them leſs tolera- 
ble, they incur the ſame hatred, and meet 
with the like ruine. For the People, haraſ- 
ſed by ſo many importunate Oppreſlors, 
will ſoon offer its miniſtery to any bold 
hand that will offend their deteſted Gover- 
nours, Neither will there want unquiet ſpi- 
| 65 | rits, 
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rits, that will take advantage of the people's 
anger and afliſtance, both toruinethem, and 


raiſe themſelves in the Popular eſteem. 


When the Oligarchie hath loſt that power 
which they knew not how to uſe, and the 
people arefree toanother choice, the memo- 
ry of injuries by a Prince being not yet dead, 
and thebrandsof Slavery by more numerous 
Tyrants yet frelh, the people are unwillin 
any moreto truſt after ſo many Abuſes, an 
therefore reſerve the Government in them- 
ſelves, which then receives the name of De- 
mocracie, This form of Government, after 
1t Nath ſpent that ſtock of Vulgar affe&ion 
which 1s uſed to be given to: every thing in 
Its firſt beginnings, Sh that they have 
embraced Licence inſtead of Liberty ; and 
Whereas all Government ſhould be the pre- 
ſervative of Order, this fills all with Confuſpor. 
The body of the Society is torn into ſeveral 
Factions, and of one Community it becomes 
many. The Lawsare neither framed nor ex- 
ecuted for the publick Utility , but for the 
advantage of the ſeveral parties, each by its 
courſe in Magiſtracy endeavouring to de- 
preſs the contrary, and elevate it ſelf. In 
this State, as in routed Armies, every one 
commands, and none obeys; the moſt pru- 
dent muſt be directed by thoſe that have no 
$kill to command , and the wileſt follow 

To Et | the 
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The Syraceufan Tyrant, Or, Libr. 
the diftates of the ignorant Rabble; thoſe 
that are fitteſt to givethe ſafeſt counſels, muft 
by a ſimple obedience be the inftruments to 

orm the decreesof Ruine. Heroick Ver- 
res and brave Examples are as dangerous 
here as under the worſt of Tyrants, and 
both the Love and the Hate of the People 
are equally dangerous. So that this Go- 
vernment laſtsno longer than till the univer- 
fal calamities (which come ſpeedily) diffolve 
it ; or ſome ambitious Officer takes from the 
Multitude- that Liberty which they could 
not long keep; or ſome diſcreeter Citizen 
per{wades them to ſeck for peace and fafgty 
in the paths they have forſaken, and to re- 
turn toprincipality again. | 


Theſe arethe uſual Stages which Govern- 
menttreads;z andas the perſons are qualified 
in each ſtate , it makes the ſhorter or longer 
abode. Burt in every change, as the Sun in 
his removal to the ſeveral Tropicks, leaves 
thelaſt ſquallid and deformed with cold and 
darkneſs; fo Government leaves the laſt in- 
truſted with it in ruine and deſolation. And 
the quicker the motion 1s, the more preg- 
nant it 1s with deſtruction. For ambulato- 
ry Government 1s like the Planets, which, 
Obſervation tells us, both at their nfing and 
ſetting bring Storms and Tempeſts: fo the 
ruine of the old, and the erection of \" wan 
orm, 
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Lib.1. The Life of Agathoeles. 
form, waſt and tire thoſe unhappy people 
that live under them. Bad Governours be- 
10g like we Spirits, which when they 
are exorciſed , torture more eagerly the 
Wretches they are to forlake; and theſe are 
induſtrious to ruine all with their Fall, and 
thatan univerſal Flame might be kindled by 
their Funeral Pile. On the other fide, new 
and hopeful Frames of Government, though 
they are as deſirable as Childrento leſs fruit- 
ful wombs , yet, likeſuch, come not into the 
world without pangsand throws, and ſome- 
times begin their lives with the death of their 
Authors. 


But in nothing are changes and corrup- 
tions of Government more noxious to a 
Community, than in that they are often In- 
lets. and occaſions to Uſurpation, admini- 
ſtring opportunities to Ambitious ſpirits of 
uſurping Magiſtracy againſtthe Peoples con- 
ſent, and contrary to the juſt pretenſions 
which other perſons may have to the ſame. 
For from all theſe ſeveral forms of Govern- 
ment declining to a Diſlolution , do Tyran- 
nical ©ſurpers, like Prodigies that are gene- 
rated of Corruption , ariſe. And when 
ſuch do prevail and attain to Power, that 
wretched People that are ſubject to it, muſt 
expet the worſt of miſeries whichare derived: 


trom Impiety and Injuſtice. For Uſurpers 
| being 


xhing is tobe preſerved by its Principles, to 
be maintained by the ſame. 


To an Uſurper no Qualities are more re- 
quiſite than, tocontemn God, vilifie Mankind, 
and hateall Religion and Juſtice. He muſt 
know and dare to be exactly wicked , and 
never intend any Good beyond the appear- 
ance. He muſtpretend an affection to Reli- 
gion, but it mw{t be only that he may de- 
flower it; not by it to contract a friendſhip 
and league with Heaven, but that he may 
more caſily cheat, and execute his malice 
upon men. Faithfulneſs and Truth muſt be 
clteemed by himasthe moſt dangerous Rocks 
Gn which his Power would ſ{hipwrack; there- 
fore his Oaths and Pronulſes are like thoſe 
monſtrous Chimzra's, whoſe upper and more 
viſible parts have an humane and beautiful 
aſpect, but in their extremities become moſt 
noxious Prodigies. He permits the plea- 
ſires and lovely names of Mercy and Pity 
to ſoft Souls and juſt Princes; but neither 
Time, Supplications, or Satiety, which uſe to 
ſoften others, can mitigate a Tyrant's fury, 
which israiſed by his own Jealouſfies: -for he 
muſt puniſh Suſpicionsas manifeſt Crimes, and 
circumvent the Innocency of others to cover 
his own Guilt. He mult injure all he fears, 
and hateall he hath injured. 

To 
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being the produdts of ſuch, are, as every 
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To thoſe unhappy people whom he hath 
enſlaved , he muſt endeavour to leave no 
more than the Names and Shapes of Men, 
and that their humane bodies be but falſe 
harbours for bruitiſh Souls. IF it be poflible, 
he muſt raſe out thoſe principles of Liberty, 
Vertue, and Reaſon, which Nature hath im- 
preſſed. on the ſpirits of men. For to be 
Vertuous under a Tyrant is to undermine his 
Empire, becauſe good Examples upbraid his 
Weakneſs , and rebel againit the Cuſtoms 
of his Laſts, which he would have as a 
Law. And Reaſon hath more light in it 
than will ſuffer a Tyrant's Arts to be undi(- 
covered; therefore he will murder all thote 
whom he cannot corrupt, leſtthey ſhould be 
guides and lights for the recovery of Free- 
dome; and ſecure himſelf in the next Gene- 
ration by introducing a barbarous Igno- 
rance , which fRall obſtrut the wayes to 
Prudence: and by vexing Vertue with Tp- 
nominy and Danger, (as the Romans puniſh'd 
criminal Virgins, firſt deflowring them by 
the Hangman , and afterwards ſtrangling 
them) he extirpatesthe Love of it out of the 
brealts of men. He interprets Friendſhip 
and Love among his Vaſlals as a dangerous 
Combination, and therefore breaks all the 
ligaments of a Community which Religion 
or Nature have formed in it, that he may 


twilt the cords of Bondage {tronger, Religion, 
which 
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whichis the moſt binding Cement of humane 
Aﬀettions , he renders weak by its variety * 
and whenthe People cannot agreeabout their 
Gods, they ſeldom conſpire to any publick 
benefit, or againſt a Common Enemy, as a 
Tyrant 1s. Or elſe he embaſes it with the 
alloy of wicked and abjett Principles. Men 
being ſeldom more generous than the Dei- 
ties they worſhip, and their Spirits are but 
level totheir Devotions. From the Courts of 
Oſurping Tyrants crept thoſe monſtrous Idola- 
tries of Calves , Dogs, Cats, and Crocodiles. 
Their Civil and Natural Unions muſt be 
broken alſo. Publick Conventions, where 
converſe createsa familiarity, and that a mu- 
tual confidence, as alſo publick Feaſts, which 


are the (inews of Acquaintance, are either 


wholly forbidden, or made dangerous by his 
Spyes, who are to gather up the looſe 
ſpeeches of men made free by Wine and ex- 
ceſs, and form' the ſimplicity of Table-talk 
into compacts of Treaſon: ſo that by ſuch 
Treacheries an univerſal Diffidence is crea- 


ted, andmembersof theſame City become as 


ſtrangetoeach other, as if they dwelt under 


| the oppoſite Poles. Nor can a Tyrant be 


ſafe, unleſshe diflolye the private as well as 
the publick Unions. Therefore Wives are 
bribed with their own diſhonour,” a licence 


fora wandring Luſt, and aflurance of Alimo» - 


ny, to betray their Husbands, Sons, by too' 
early 
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early hopes of Patrimony, are follicited torifle 
their Fathers Cabinets, unlock their Secrets, 
and expoſe them tothe Tyrants bloudy fury: 
And Servants have a liberty beyond Manu- 
miſſion to make their Mafters Bondmen. 
For while every houſe flames with contenti- 
on,. the Uſurper may , like Nero, ſecurely 
fingand play. Their Fortunes muſt be no 
better than their Souls; for he muſt make 
them poor and needy, that all their cares be- 
ing employed for neceſhary fabfiltence, they 
may havenoleifureto contnive their Liberty. 
While his Gabels waſte their Goods, he muſt 


make Wars to conſume their multitude, left 


the contemplation of their Number produce 
a confidencein their Strength, to break that 
Power which doth oppreſs them. For Ty- 
rants meaſure not their Power by their own 
Force, but by the weakneſs of their miſerable 
Vaſſals. His Inſtruments of Slavery muſt 
be ſuch,. that either have no Reaſon to 
diſpute, or no Conſcience to ſcruple the 
moſt impions Commands , whoſe Fortures 
are made by his ſpoils of Villany, and whoſe 
Safety only depends upon his Service. Yet 
when they have ——_— his work. , he 
uſes them as the Roman /Hailes did Beaſts 
and MalcfaGtors in the Theatres, when tbey 
would recreate the People in their Speda- 
cula, make them accuſe and deſtroy one the 


other: {ſo they fall with the publick applauſe, 


whom 
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is The SyraculanTjrawt, Of, Libt 
whom before he had objected to the publick 
Hate. For their obſequiouſneſs to his Luſts 
cannotſecure them from his Fury. Becauſe 
Initruments of great Crimes do even with their 
ſteht upbraid him that imployed them. Or elſe 
he fearing that what they have done for him, 
they may practiſe againſt him, therefore he 
will ſerve them as thoſe which killed the 
Poſt-horſes by which they fled , leſt others 
ſhould uſethemin their purſuit. 

Theſe are the Inſtitutes of Tyranny, which 
the Practices and Dictates. of. former Oſur- 
pers have tranſmitted as Oracles religiouſly 
to be obſerved by ſuch, whoſe blinded 
Souls prefer Power to Vertue , and an ig- 
nomintous Greatneſs to the Innocency of a 
Private life. - And under ſuch a Magiſtrate 
that ſhall conceive theſe as the Reiglements 
of Empire and Myſteries of State , what 
can the People expect but the greateſt miſe- 
ries a Society can be ſubject to? To which 
kind of puniſhment incenſed Heaven moſt 
commonly condemns an. unquiet people, 
who corrupted with Plenty , and grown 
wanton by a long Peace, become impatient 
of Laws, and diſcontent with lawful Go- 
vernours 3 that when they know not haw 
moderately touſe a juſt Liberty, they might 
be made ſenfible of the heavieſt Slavery. 
Oſurpers proving to be the moſt inſupportable 

| rants 
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Lib:f. - The Life of Agathocles, I5 
Tyrants; For although a lawful Prince ma 
fibly degenerate into Tyranny, yet hat 
CG no neceſlity. nor incentives to it: becauſe 
when hisown Vertues, or the happy memory 
of his Anceſtors , have commended him to 
the people's Love, and: he enters npon his 
Dignity with their Conſent , he cannot ima- 
ine (unleſs infatuated to deſtruction) any 
ow baſis for his Power than what he firſt 
ſtood upon, the Aﬀeions of his Subjects, 
and the Juſticeof his-Title. Butan Uſurper, 
that either by. force or deceit hath impoſed 
upon them, doth in his very entrance cre- 
ate cauſes of Hatred in the People, and of 
Fears in himſelf: thence flow the contrary 
deſires of Revenge and Security in each o- 
ther , which are not to be ſatisfied but by 
mutual Injuries. And he that. wreſtles with 
the People's Hate , will find himſelf as borrf 
under the Star of Hercules, who when he had 
cut off one of the Hydra's heads, had his 
Labours renewed by: the ſadden production 
of many more: and while a Tyrant ſeeks 
to ſecure himſelf by injuring one of his ſuſpe- 
Qed Enemies, he will provoke a multitude 
more eager. for his ruine. So that he ſhall 
find himſelf neceffitated ,, 1f he will keep 
what he hath wickedly got , to repcat his 
Crimes, and increa(e their Miſcries, till they 
become uncapable of Liberty ; ſttipid under 
their calamities, and neither deſirous nor a- 
ble totakerevenge. C of 


. 


—— _ Pg 
__—_ - , 
» _ _—_ 
- _— . a. —_ . 
NE eas © 0m ds.» 
- —_— d 
—_— 9_— 


ST _ wu ” 
_—_ _ _ — — —— = 
- *- on 5 
w_ _ - 
"5 IE 
6 wakes 12 nA Ot Ct ep AG OA 
" x _— — —_ 
h > 
— - A 
S— Gmpen.eh I 


16 The Syracufan Thrant, Or, Lib. 
. OfthebarbarouseffeQts of this kind of Ty- 
ranny no place was ever more ſenſible than 
the Ifland of Sicily, a Country continually 
teeming with thelt Monfters, whoendeavour- 
Ing to enſlave their Cities , and perpetuate 
their Dominion, made that Hland the Thea- 
tre of Miſery and Villany. And among all 
thoſe Plagues of Mankind and Diſturbers of 
Society, whoſe acts Antiquity hath tranſmit- 
ted to Poſterity, none have their memories 
branded with more eternal marks of Infamy 
than Agathocles, whoſe bloody Artifices and 
execrable Practicestoraiſe himſelf froman ab- 
ject and baſe condition to an abſolute Sove- 
xeignty, and from being the moſt contempri- 
ble part of a Community to arrive at ſuch 
a Poweras to trample upon the Liberties of 
his City, made the ancient Hiſtorians never 
mentionhim withoutthe Title of The moſt Im- 
piows. And Machiavel, the modern Cnitick 
of Policy, and grand Inſtrufter of Tyranny, 
fingleshim outof the whole Herd of antique 
Monſters as the ſingular Pattern of Tyranny, 
and Example of ſuch that by Injuſtice and 
Impiety will acquire principality : in whoſe 
aſcenttoGreatncſs he acknowledgeth no ad- 
vantage by Vertue, nor any favourable aſſ1- 


ſtance from Fortune; but that all his Power 


wasthe fole produdt ofa monſtrous Wicked- 
neſs, which will appear in this Hiſtory of his 
Life. | 

Agatho- 
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_ GATHOCLES, the Syracuſan” Tys 


{"\ rant ; was the Son of Curcinus a Nas 
tiveof Rheginm, aCity in Italy; who being 
baniſh'd from thenee had ſeated himfelf-ar 
Therme, oneof the Cities -irr Sicily that were 
then under the Dominion of the' Carthagauis 
ans. Where taking to Wife:one of the Ck 
tizens Daughters, and ſhe having conceryed 
by tim , he was continually diſquiebed in 
his{leep with horrid Dreams; concerningithe 
Child his Wife was then pregnant --withy 
To put an end to theſe terrors, andko;be 
aſſured from the Gods what the iflue ſhould 
be of what his Dreams did but confufedly 
and imperfealy repreſent ; there was: pree 
ſented to him this opportunity. The Car» 
thaginian Commander in Sicily was at that 
timediſpatching ſome Embaſiadors tothe'O- 
racleat Delphos , to enquire of the Event of 
ſome publick deſign. . Theſe men Curcinus 
acquaints with his preſent inquietudes, and 
deſires them to conſult the -Oracle concerns 
ing hisexpected Iflne. They ſatisfied his de- - 
fire, and received from the Oraclethisanfiver; 
« That he which ſhould be born ſhould be a canſe 
© of exceeding great miſeries both to the Cats» 
*thaginians ad al/ Sicily. Which Anſwer 
allayed not, but increaſed the diſquiets of 
Carcinus : for he was now tortured betwixt 


the fear of the Pyrick wrath ,. if he ſhonld 
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foſter their future Enemy , and his Paternal 
affetion , whichdifiwaded him from facrifi- 
cing hisown Child whom the Gods had de- 

ed to ſome great Employments , (for o- 
therwiſe he could not cauſe ſuch troubles: ) 
that he might fecure the Carthaginian fears, 
that werebut his imperious Oppreſlors;z and 
for the quiet of Sicily, which was but his 
Step-dame. But at laſt his fears, asis uſual, 
prevailed over his other affe&tions; and 
therefore leſt the breeding of his Child 
ſhould bethe cauſe of both their deaths, he 
expoſed it to periſh in publick , and ſome 
were appointed to watch its end. But is 
being impoſſible to reverſe the Decrees of Fate, 
which though foreknown , are not to be avoid- 
ed; his life outlaſted the patience of the 
Watchers, who. being tired in their expe- 
Cation, became more negligent 1n their 
charge : which afforded his Mother an 
opportunity to ſteal him away by night. 
But not daring to bring him home , leſt 
ſhe ſhould. renew his danger , or confult- 
ing the ſafety of her Husband, ſhe commits 
him to the care of her Brother Heraclidas, 
and calls him after her Fathers Name , Aga- 
thocles. 


This is therelation of Aeathocles's firitcom- 
ing into the World ; a Birth proper for a 
Fyrant, whereinhe proved terrible and dan- 
gerous 


Lib.T. The Life of Agathocles. T9 

rousto thoſe that were the Authors. of his 
fe.Butfach Prodigiesand Predictions as theſe 
are ofa dubious credit, and uncertain original. 
Foralthoughthe Longanimity of Heaven,that 
unwillingly puniſhes the fins of men; may 
and dath ſometimes, by means that ſeem moſt 
proper toits infinite Wiſdom, before it1trikes, 
warn the World of thoſe Plagues that ſhall 
come upon them: yet moſt of thele Oracles 
which we meetwith in Hiſtory are poſt-nate, 
and after the fa& invented and publiſhed, 
and that from various Beginnings. For ſome- 
times the Vulear , who are more Superſtitious 
than Religious, will either find or frame a 
Predi@ion for every great Event : becauſe they 
being ignorant of the true Cauſes of things, 
and not able to obſerve the progreſs of Ef- 
fets, but conſidering the Event in its full 
product, cannot but admire it, and therefore 
attribute it to that power which only canwork 
wonders; and ſo ſeek or make a Decree'of 


Heaven,thatſhould convey the Iſſues through . 


ſo many feeming difficulties. Hence alſo it 
cametepalſs, that when men of ebſeure Births 
have performed great Actions 1n the world, 
theirdeſcent not fully appearing, when-theit 
Adions werefull of ſplendour,they have iima- 
gined their Vertue was to be their Herald,and 
ſo did derive their pedegree from the Gods 3 
as Hercules from Jupiter, and Romulus from 
Mars. And becauſe the Divine Providence, 
ed - = WW 4 willing 


v4 
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willing to ſhew thatits ſolepower,andnot the 
> pa of Men. doth _ them great,doth 
often gxpole ſuch in their Infancy to great 
Ganges, whom in their riper years it intends 
to advance 
Kaningto demonſtrate its force, when Pru- 
encecannot pretend to their preſervation : 
the Vulgarlikewiſc fits by their fancies , for 
thoſe: whom with admiration they behold 
raiſed from low beginnings to unexpefted 
Greatneſs, ſuchentertainments in the world 
as muſt require the care of the Gods for their 
preſervation. _ Thus the Rowans formed the 
beginnings of their: Roxwls, and the Perſians 
fartheir Cyr»s, and the Inhabitants of Spair 
for their King Habs. "© 
:1,, Nor are the rude Multitude the only Au- 
thors of ſuch fabulous Miracles, butTyrants 
themſelves, which accommodate their deſigns 
to the Vulgarfancics, are frequently the very 
Oracles that frame Prediftions concerning 
their own Grandeur. For theſe either de- 
ſigning the change of their Republicks , or 
being already ſeized of Power, do labour to 
makethe world believe that Heavenis of the 
Plot, and concerned in their preſervation : 
nothing being more prevalent upon the 
mindsof men than Religion, which Tyrants 
by theſe Oracles make uſe of, to produce an 
awein theiropprefled Vaſlals,that they ſhould 


F %-YJ 
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vance to mighty Honours; thereby be- 


»- ew em an Ava  DIqHwI oo Dy DoO0aQaQ3 0 co: MA DMM nz c@©o OA © 4 oi.cc ic o&4 is oc A 


Lib The Life of Agathocles. 21 
not vainly attempt to break thoſe chains 
which Fate hath impoſed on them, and by 
their Efforts upon their Oppreſlors ſeem to 
undertakeafruitleſs War ,'to reverſe the De- 
crees of Providence. Thus Lyſander projet- 
ing the change of the Government of Sparta, 
would engage the Gods in the deſign, and 
corrupted the Prieſts toforge Oracles for the 
ſame. Agrippina'sambition to have her Son 
reign, prompted her to difperſe a Miracle to 
ns way for it, that the Gods to preſerve 
him forthe Empire, had appointed two Ser- 
pents to be the Guardians of his Infancy. Ca- 
tiline, to inflame Lentulys to burn Roxre, fed 
his ambitious and empty Soul with ſome dark 
Oracle out of the Siby/'s leaves. And ſuch who 
have p_ at great deſigns, have laboured 
tomake the world believe , that there was al- 
wayes ſomecommerce betwixt the Gods and 
them. Scipio Africans would never under- 
take anyaction, before he had ſome time ſate 
in the Capitol in the Shrine of Jupiter; from 
whom he would be conceived to G inſpired 
with ſome Heronck Airs: ſo that his Soldiers 
with confidence followed that Leader, whom 
they believed the Gods direfted. Eunzs, a 
Slave in Sicily, pretending inſpirations from 
the Syrian Goddeſs, ſoon gathered upan Ar- 
my of ſixty thouſand men, who, as if they 
ſeemed tofollow the commands of the Gods, 
{toutly affiſted this their imaginary King, and 

C 4 OVCr- 


22 The Syracuſan Tyrant, Or, Libl. 
overthrew four Roman Pratorswith their for- 
ces. Sardrocot a Greek Fugitive, having by 
Artreduced aLionfrom his natural fierceneſs 
to come and lick the ſweat off his body, per- 
ſwaded the 1#djazs, that the Gods had de- 
ſigned him for Empire by ſubjecting the Beaſt 
to his ſervicez and he was readily accepted 
by them for their Prince , and employed to 
recover their Liberty from the Captains of 
Alexander : who freeing themfrom that yoke, 
didoppreſs them with his own Tyranny. So 
eaſily do the multitude follow that choice 
which they believe Heaven hath made; ad- 
miring him whom they fancy the Gods have 
loved, and fearing to. offend thoſe who pre- 
tenda Deity to be their Guardian. Which na- 
tural reverenceqf Heaven and Religious ſim- 
plicityinthemindsofmen, the Tyrants make 
their firſtadvantage toaſcend to power. And 
it is poſſible that Agathocles was no leſs impu- 
dent todeceive thepeople and abuſe the Gods 
this way, than he wasin his other practices 
and had compoſed this Miracle when he fir 
imagined to compaſsthe Tyranny; founding 
his Sithopes of Dominion in a Superſtitious 
fear of the credulous multitude. | 


The Fate of Sicily and the Carthaginians 
having thus preſerved himthat wasto betheir 
Scourge, he was broughtup by his Uncle He- 
raclidas, and grew to be of a comely coun- 
POPC = tenance, 
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Lib. The Life of Agathocles. '2 ; 
xtenance, and luſty frame of body beyond 


his years. When he came to ſeven years of 
age, his Father Carcinus was invited by Hera- 
clidas to a Sacrifice: where ſeeing Agathocles 
playing together with ſome of his Mates, whe- 
ther through ſome ſecret motion of Nature, or 
by the rarity and pleaſantneſs of the ſight, he 
was much affef&ted with the beauty aid vigor 
of the Bay. His Wife obſerving it ,” did im- 
mediately ſuggeſt unto him, that juſt ſuchan 
onetheir Son would bave been, had he not 
been ſo inhumanely expoſed. Carcinus pro- 
felled that hewas ſorry his fears had tranſpor- 
ted him beyond natural affetion, and to 


ſhew hisreſentment, exceedingly wept. His ' 


Wife conceiving his preſent afteCtionsto com- 
port with her deſign, acquaints him with the 
whole ſtory, how ſhe had ſaved the Child, 
and that this was the ſame. He was extreme- 
ly pleaſed with the relation , and with joy 
received his Son, whom providence and the 
affection of a Mother had ſo preſerved : but 


; doubting leſt the recerving of his Son to his 


ownhouſe ſhould quicken the remembrance 
of the Oracle, and ſo expoſe them both to 
the Carthaginian Fury , he removed his nar- 
row Family out of their Dominions,and plan- 
ted himſelt at _ the Stage on which 
his Son was to att thoſe various Scenes of 


Blood and Yallany. (364 
TBE | Car- 
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24 TheSyracuſan Tyrant, Or, + Lib.l. 

Carcinxs at his new habitation was ſo poor 
anddeſtitute of friends, that to maintain roy 
ſelf and his. Family, he employ'd himſelf in 
making of Pots, and taught his Son the ſame 
Trade, that he might contribute ſomething 
to hismaintenance. Which occupation, being 
the Embleme ofabſolute Dominion, did ſeem 


to habituate his haughty and aſpiring Soul to 


the practice of a boundleſs Power; and by 
compoſing Clay tothe forms of his own fancy, 
hedidinure himſelf to module Societies and 
Common-wealths to the Ideas of his own 
Luſts and intereſt. In this mean Trade Car- 
cingsand his Son did only wreſtle with necel- 


. ſity and poverty, and couldnever increaſe his 


ſubſtance tothe Cenſeof a Citizen; and there- 
forea long time lived asa burden, nota mem- 
ber of that Community : till ſuch time as 
Timoleon , the Scourge of Tyrants , havi 
treed Sicilyfrom thole Monſters, to eplenidh 
Syracuſe, which 'the' cruelty and horrid at- 
temptsof thoſe Uſurpers had almoſt depopu- 
lated, did grant the priviledges and immuni- 
ties of the City to all that would come .and 
inhabitthere: at which time Agathocles with 
hisFather were inrolled among the Citizens, 
and did enjoy that Liberty which he was 
ſhortlyto rune. on 


Carcinws not long after dies,and leaves'the 
careofthis young Potterto his ſurviving Mo- 
-: | ther; 


Lib. | 
ther; who inafeminine fonidnefsof her Son, 
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would needs {&t up his Effigies made in ſtone 
inone of the, Temples of Syracuſe, On which 
a Swarm of Bees did oneday ſettle, and made 
their little cels of wax betwixt the thighs of it. 
The Azgrrs, and ſuch as addifted themſelves - 


tothe vain curioſity ofthe future, being con- 


ſulted concerning this Accident, gave this an- 
{wer © That when her Son came to years of ma- 
<< tarity, he ſhould arrive to great Dignity. A con- 
jequre, which becauſe it wasanſweredin the 
Event, became an obſervation, and wastran(- 
mitted to poſterity. Whereas the greateſ part 


of ſuch vain Anguries are buried in oblivion, 


when the Succeſs makes them not Authentich. ' 


From theſe low beginnings did Agathocles 
ariſe toa Prmcipality. Thus: the. Providence 
of Heaven ſometimes , to mock the pride of 
Princes, and baffle the Inſolencies of Great- 
neſs, as alſo to'aflert its own abſolute over- 


ruling power, doth permit the inhabitants of . 


the Dunghil to poſleſs the Palaces of Kings, * 
and gives the Kingdoms of the world ny. + 
baſeſt of men. He that ſhall obſerve and 
conſider the Examples that atein ancient and 
modern Hiſtory, will find how much of 
Mockery there 1s in all humane affairs,| and 
how ſhort-ſighted that which we call Humane 
Providence 1s to foreſee and prevent future | 
Events; for when jealous Cities haye yp 
bk | | | Je 


26 The Syracuſan Thrart, Or, Lib. 
ded for their Liberty by the baniſhment of 
their moſt potent Citizens, and the Oftraciſme 
of ſuch who by their nable extracts and de- 
ſcent from. Imperial originals are moſt to be 
ſuſpetted to impoſe upon the rights of their 
Country, they have been many times infla- 
ved by ſome contemptible member of their 
Community. And frequently in Kingdorhes, 
not thoſe whom Fame or Hope deſtined to 
Empire, but whom Providence hath inſecret 
reſerved to bethe future Prince, have aſcend- 
ed the Throne. And the higheſt Commands, 
which men conceive the due reward of all 
Vertues, andthe portion of the beſt-deſcend- 
ed, are yet ſometimes given to the vileſt per- 
ſons, and the Majeſty of Empire profaned by 
molt abjectexerciſersof that Power, as Slaves, 
Thieves, Fencers, and Shepherds, or ſuch 
like dregs of the people. This happens not 
but through the juſt indignation of Heaven 
againſt an unquiet and finful people, when 
not-contented to bear the moderate Rule of 
lawful Princes, they are condemned ta ſerve 
fuck repreachful Lords. The Romans be- 
wailed the malignity of their Fortune when 
they were forced, in preſerving their Dignity 
and defending their Aflociates, to ſend forth 
juſt Armies againſt ſuch Theatrical Princes, 
as if they had been honourable and lawful 
Kings; and, asit were aſhamed of their vidto- 
ry, they thought the Majeſty of a Triumph 


would 
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Lib.l. 
would bepolluted, if it were granted to the 
ſubduersof ſuchimaginary Commanders. The 
ignominy therefore of the Tyrant muſt needs 
he nr ws Bondage of thoſe thatare com- 
pelledtoſervehim. And by how much they 
are removed from the juſt hopes of the ſu-' 
premepower, they areſo much the more im- 
moderate in their pride and ambition when 
they arrive unto it; their Souls being, like 
half-famiſhed Stomachs, inſatiable with Do- 
minion. In the exerciſe whereof they are like 
Comets, which being but Exhalations of the 
Earth, when they are raiſed tothe height, and: 
kindled to the brightneſs ofa Star, doportend 
ruineto the greateſt perſons and the beſt Fa- 
milies. Soſuch contemptible men elevated to 
power do rage molt againſt the better and 
moſt vertuous partsof a Society, and ſeek to 
hide the baſeneſs of their own by ſpilling all 
the nobler Blood. And as ſubterranean fires 
which firſtfeed upon theroots, and then con- 
ſumethe entrails ofgreat Mountains, do from 
thence ſpread aſhes and ruine upon the adja- 
cent Valleysand neighbouring Plains; ſo do 
ſach men, fired with Ambition, labour to 
undermine the Optimacy, which are the ſu- 
pereminent parts of every Community, and 
then diffuſe vaſlallage and miſery upon the 
Populacy. And ſuch did Agathocles prove to' 
be tothe miſerable Syracuſarrs.” 

Aga- 


The Liftof Agathockss: op @®- | 


I 


; 
] | 
2 

: » 


hs 38 TheSyracuſanThraxt, Or, Liby/ 
| Agathocles's Birth and Childhood, thoiigh | 


z0or and obſcure, wereyet more polluted by 
fs vieidhs Youth, and his hllowing Co. 
verſation. For he was more infamous by the 
courſe of hislife, than for the meannefGof his 
Birth; becauſe ot the Beginnings :; but the 
Progreſs of our Lives are the ſubjeits of our 
Choice, andit is that which renders us capable of 
Shame or Glory. And as Vertue is not en- 
tailed upon Patrician Families ; ſo by no 
Decree of Fate, or Law of Nature, is it pro- 
icribed from Plebeian Breaſts: but ſuch as can 
boaſt no glory of their Anceſtors, may yet 
be admired for' their own Heroick A@ions. 
And many of thoſe great Actions which the 


' world hath wondredat, have been performed 


by perſons who were obſcure in their Origi- 
nal.and had no advantage for Fame fromtheir 
Birth. Vertue, whereſoever it is placed, draws 
the Reverence and Aﬀedtion of men ; who be- 
hold Gallant perſons as they do fair and great 
Trees, inwhich are commended the ſtrazght- 
neſs, height, and bigneſs of theTrunk, 'and 
thelarge extent and beautyof the Branches; 
but ſeldom is it inquired of the meaſure and 
depth of their Roots. Rome never repented 
the prodigality of her Honours in {1x Con- 
fulſhips to Marizs a Plebeian , while ſhe 
received no leſs Glory and Safety from his 
conduct, than from any of h-r Patrician Con- 
fuls; and while he was contented to receive, 

nor 
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not force the people's favour, which is »ſ#- 
ally mos? prone and indulgent to new- appearers 
in the State. But when his Ambition made 
him impatient of Reſt, and he would raviſh, 
not court his Citie's Love, and ſnatch thoſe 
Honours which ſhe had defigned to others; 
heappeared in his ſeventh Conſulſhip no leſs 
dangerous to bis own Citizens inPeace, than 
he was to their Enemies in War. So that 
not his Birth , but his Vices diſgraced his 
former Dignitics, and expoſed him to the 
publick hatred. 


But Agathocles his Youth was more diſ- 
graceful than his Trade, and continued the 
ignominy of his Infancy with the diſhonour 
of his riper years: for being of a comely frame 
and lovely viſfage, he did allure and proſti- 
tute himſelf as a common Bardacio to every 
man's Luſt who was able to pay the reward 
of his Infamy. And that he might not be 
unacquainted with any iniquity, he after- 
wards transferred his Luſt from men to wo- 
men; that as before he injured the Wives b 
diverting the affections of their Husbands , 4 
he would abuſe the Husbands with the Diſho- 
nour of their Wives. And in theſe practices 
he ſpent his firſt years, living ſo contempribly 
that he was without any cſteem or regard, 
as one that had no Fortune to be ſollicitous to 
preſerve, nor any Credit or Modcſty to be 
tender of. : But 


? 


But by theſe baſer Artsat tength he got in- 
to favour with Damas, one of the wealthieſt 
Syracuſars, by becoming his Pathick, and in- 
to the affeftions of hisWife by being her Gal- 
lant. This man's favour brought the Potter 
into the Militia of the City , and in thediſ- 
charge thereof he was ſo incouraged and aſ- 
fiſted by him, that he wasput into a conditi- 
 onofthriving, anda way toraiſe his Fortune. 
For Damas being made Commander in chief 
of the Syracuſan , which they imployed 
againſt the Aerigentines , when one of the 

olonels was dead , he preferred Agathocles 
tothat Command, who had before. ſhewed 
himſelf not unequal to ſuch an Employment, 
being ofa vigour andcourage fit for great A- 
tions. Healſo had made Fimſelf conlidera- 
ble among the Vulgar, who alwayes look uporr. 
things extraordinary, by accuſtoming himſelf 
inall his Military Exerciſes, to uſe ſuch hea- 
vyand ftrong Arms, as none elſe could eaſi- 
ly manage. But being now made Colonel, 
he had more advantage to get a popular name 
and eſteem' among the Great and Eminent, 
though not among the Good. And hispre- 
ferment rendred more conſpicuous all thoſe 
his other advantages which he had either by 
Natureor Art. He was of a comely preſence, 
and a large ſtature(which to the Vulgar are 
marksof Rule) an high and immoderate ſpi- 
rit. Hehadamixtureof good and bad Arts. 
He 
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He was as well induſtrious as he was luxu- 
rious , not leſs popular than arrogant, baſe - 
and infamous in his pleaſyres when he gave 
himſelf to them., .but ſollicitous and bold 
when he concerved it expedient; he was ha« 
zardous in his attempts, a deſpiſ:r of dan- 
gers , impudent and paſſionate in his Ha- 
rangues, and fo uſually prevailed -upan the 
Multitude, who are more eaſily. perfwmaded and 
moved by what appeats , than by what truly 
#7: and he ſeemed to haveall:things requi- 
ſite for Fame, but an honeſt Soul. To all 
theſe at length was added that other advan- 
tage of Wealth and Riches, which. are the 
Keys to Greatneſs , and make the :acceſſes to 
Honour more .caſie ,and open. For Damas dy- 
ing, and Jeaving his Eſtate to his Widdow, 
ſhe became the Wife of. Agethocles, ;and her 
Dowry put him intq the Cenſe of the rich- 
eſt Citizens , and raiſed his Deſires beyond 
the Level of a private perſon: . for having a 
long time been vexed. with, Poverty, and 
now ſuddenly. grown: wealthy , he- could 
not well diſſe le the change of his-For- 
tune, but. was immoderate in thoſe deſires 
which had by a long Poverty been hithertq 
ſupprelſled. 


: The unquiet ſtate of the Corhmonwealth, 
either by FaGions at home or Wars abroad, 
gave him frequent opportunitiesof ——_ 
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his defigns,and improving his eſteem among | 
the Vulgar. For commotions in a State are 
ike Earthquakes, which as they ſometimes 
fwallowup pieces of Land that have been long 
inhabited, and much adorned with the arts 
and Edifices of men , ſo do they ſometimes | . 
thruſtforthintothe world ſome new pieces of | | 
ground, which though barren at firſt, maybe 
capable of the ſame- ornaments with thoſe 
whichareloft: ſo in Civil Broils many anci- 
ent Families and eminent perſons are over- 
thrown and deſtroyed; and in their ſtead 
ariſe new mento receive the Honours and re- 
verenceof the le. NoSocieties are more 
ſubject ro ſuch ſeditious 'commotions than 
DemocraticalPolities, where all things being 
carried by the rude, ignorant and popular 
breath, theyare often managed by ambitious 
perſonsto the ſhaking of the State, who en- 
deavour to overwhelm others to raiſe them- 
felves. In fuch a Commonwealth did Aga- 
#hoclestive, which was therefore more obno- 
xious to his Arts 3 ane he neglected no ad- 
vantagethat ſeemed favonrable to his deſign. 
Therefore the Syracuſars having decreed to 
ſend an Army to reheve the City Croton, 
that then was beſieged by the Brutiz, Agatho- 
cles gets himſelf to be created by the publick 
ſuffragea Colonel in this Expedition 3 but the 
chief Command was intruſted to Soſiſtratss 
and Heraclides, nten thathad along time lived 


by 
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made themſelves powerful - by exceedirig 
 Crinies. In this ſervice Agathocles having-be- 
haved himſelf ſtoutly , was 'notwithftandinp, 
through the envy of Soſiftratvr, denied thoſe 


- Honours ahd Rewards which he dohceived 
- due to his Atchievements. oo 


- This injury coming ſo croſs to his:'deſigns, 
aschecking his condls to:popular eftimatwon, 
he couldnotdigeſt; buthisfpirit boiled with 
anger and*hatred , that- others ſhoald have 
the Glory of that which he thought wasthe 

roper etfe& ofthis Valour, and thatheſhonutd 

eobſcurely expoſed to fruitlels dangers::nor 
was he leſs gricved at his 'Enemies'Honour 
thanat his own Wrong: Therefore to-1arisfie 
his revenge; and totrie:another: way: , 
*hichwasto make himſelf great by Ennarias 
ith greatmen',and for which hewas alfo'fie- 


tedby Nature; being of a ronnd-andiſinooth 


difcourſe, skilfulin raifing:ſlanders;\and bokl 
enough to proſecute them; powerful at Vadti- 
ons and hr diſconterits; 'he-'leaves ithe 
Army, andmakes haſte home, whereheichdl 
lenges the Liberty of a-free City,*! and acew- 
feth Soſiſtratas and his party.:(of the .greazeft 
Crimetn a Popular State) as Invaders'of the 
common Liberty ,, and ſuch as intended a 
'Tyranny. But the Syracuſans neglefted: theſe 
Accuſations; either becauſe their Common» 


D 2 wealth 


"'W oY 
- by oppreſſion, rapine, and blood; and: had 
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wealth was defeQtive in its conſtitution ,- as 
having not provided for a way whereby ſuch 
accufations even of their moſt potent Ci- 
tizens might bethroughly examined, (which 
would have been nuich for the .ſecurity of 
their Liberty, becauſe it would have terri- 
fied any Conſultations and Confpiracies a- 

inſtit, and have opened a way and courſe 

y Law for Citizens to vent their paſſions 

 and-humours one againſt another ,, and not 
neceſſitated them to! extraordinary wayes 
and private force,. which do ſoon ruine the 
 Commonwealth;) Or Soſſtratws his greatneſs 
and ſucceſs had ſecured him: againſt the force 
of any Impeachment, fo that the peoplewere 
_ willing totake = - 9909 — | 
ey could not puniſh, orof that defign whic 

they.conld not prevent. For ſametimes trea- 
fons are; with more' eaſe avoided when they are 
wotunderſtood, und are more dangerows in ſo po- 
tent a. perfor when: known,” than when they are 
onely in deſign.;; Or-clfe the credit of Agatho- 
cleswas ſo low, ,that he could not raife a be- 
lief in any. that he could be follicitous for 
the publick _ 3 or that this was any thing 
elſe but a Sally of his factious | ns His at- 
tempts being {lighted; he was forced to ſup- 
pref his preſent Accuſations. 


But Soſſtratus returning home — 
ron 


ſe 
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fromCroton, the Syracuſans loſt more by the 
Vidory than was fought by the War 3 for he 
being proud with his ſucceſs, and conſcious 
of his own Deſigns, and doubting thatthe 
accuſation of - Agathecles had made him ob- 
noxious to the people's jealouſie and anger, 
he changes the fn of the Government in- 
to an Olhgarchy , eſtabliſhing the ſupreme 
Powerin ſome few of the Nobleſs, and mak- 
ing himſelf the Chief of the party: by this 
way conſulting his own fafety : 1t ſeeming 
evident to him, therecould happen nothing 
more diſmal in his enterpriſe, than what he 
was to expe& in a modeſt and private con- 


dition. This though at firſt it Kemed to 


{ecure Soſiſtretus, yet was it of a pernicious 
conſequence both to himſelf and the Ci» 
ty in the iſſue of it. For to chenge 'the Go- 
vernment and the accuſtomed Orders "of 4 
Society muſt needs offend many perſons; and 
wherethere are many malecontents, ſome wretch- 
ed Accident may be every day feared. \Be- 
ſides the Example it gives to others to the 
fame Attempts, which will adjuft the moſt 
horrid practices that are done in imitation: 
for Examples ſtay not where they began, and 
though at firſt they be admitted but in' « 
part, yet at laſt invade the whole 5 and when 
men ub once declined from the rule-of Ju- 
ftice, they are precipitate to that which 3s tvil: 
20 man conceiving that diſhonourable for him, 

SE 4S D 3 which 
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which hath proved beneficial to another. So 
that this prafice of SofStratus and his party 
did in ſome meaſure honeſt the future pro- 
ceedinps.of Agathocles againſt them , and li- 
cenſe hisprojectsfor Tyranny. Ww 


Yetatpreſent Agatkocles, that had found no 
Juſtice from his Enemy when he ſerved 
under his Command in the War, could not 
now-expect ſecurity from him in Peace, who 
had thewholepower of the City, and was ex- 
aſperated by his accuſations; and as formerly 
he felt his Envy , ſo he was now to fear his 
Revengeand therefore forſakesthe City. And 
becauſe he was thus obſtructed in his courſes 


toPrincipality at home, he interided to at- 
FEpperagroad. Tothis end he gathersupin 


L;acompany of fach as were accuſtomed 
toTobþeries, by hopes of larger Booties and 
more ſplendid Rapines. Theſe he diſpoſes into 
the {pecics of a juſt Army, dividing them 
intoſeyeral Companies, and marſhallingthem 
underdiſtin& Leaders, to be the fitter tore- 
geive.and execute his Commands. With this 
ieyath. Army he fails over into 1taly , and 
watches all opportunities for Spoil and Ty- 
ranny. Thefirſt that felt his attempts were 
the Crotoniates,for whoſe liberty before he had 
behaved. himſelf ſtoutly even to Envy: and 
now as if he had repented of his Vettue, or 
toſhew, that though he was not ——— 
bcc : "I ; 4 4 * . « . oul 


ſhouldſerveothers, yethe defired they might 


-be his Slaves, he endeavoursto ſurprize their 


:City. But being diſcovered and encountred, 
he was beaten back with. greatloſsof his com- 
pany. Withſhameand the reſt of his beaten 
forces he flies to Tarentum, where he with his 
company - were received into pay as Merce- 
nary Souldiers for the Defence of :the City. 
But his immioderate thirſt of Greatneſs, and his 
unquiet ſpirit, which grew morecager by re- 
pulſes, would net let him reſt; (So pertinaci- 
ous is that Hope which great Deſires do con- 
ceive?) that even there he practiſed to arrive 
at Principality, and mſtead of a Servant to 
become Maſter of the .place. But his deſigns 
being divulged, he was caſhiered, and with 
tis Faction and Partydriven outof he City, 


Thusevery where unfortunate abread; he 
is preſented by Fortune with an ty 
of returning home, and revenge on hes adyer- 
faries.For the Syracuſans were about that time 
in hoſtility with the City Rheginzr, and: had. 
ſentan Army to befiege mt under the conduct 
of Soſiſtratus. Agathaocles , that was then 


matntatning himſclf and his ſmall party by 
Robberies, hearing of it, gathers together all 
the Exiles that were in thoſe parts of [taly, 
andother Vagabonds and Thieves, and with 
ſuch Forcesattempts to raiſe the Siege before 
Rhegium- 3: 


and fo happily accompliſhes it , 
D 4 that 
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that he brokethe Army of Soſiftratus with 6 


. great a rout, that he became contemptible 


to the Syracuſans. The contempt of a Magi- 
ſtrate 3 __— alper in ng For the 
people —_— by his overthrow , and 
exaſperated by the hes of the Oligarchy, 
who had incurred the publick hatred, and 
animated by ſome ſecret practices of Agatho- 
cles, took up Arms, and forced Soſiſtratzs and 
hisparty, which were about fix hundred, all 
Inſtruments or Members of the Oligarchy, to 
quittheGovernment and City alſo: and then 
retrieved their former Democracy, but with 
the additionofa Senate of fix hundred, which 
ſhculd conſiſt ofthe wealthieſt and gravelt of 
thepeople, who were todebatethipgs of the 
wejghtieſt concernment. This change opened 
a ſafe return to Agathocles, and greater hopes 
to ſeize upon the power of the Common» 
wealth, Soſſtratzs and his party being remo- 
ved, who were the greateſt obſtructions to 
hisdeſigns. And becauſe he wanted ſtrength 
toforce the people, he applies himſelf to cheat 
them by thearts and wayes of a Demagogue, 
by which Dionyſws before him had attained 
the Principality of that unquiet City. For 
there being jn every Society two ſeveral par- 
ties, the Nobleſand the Populacy, they are 
carried with different and oppoſite humours. 
The Grandees ſtill ſeek after a power to op- 
preſs and , command the lower and inferiour 
| : THEE d - : bo jÞ art 
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partofthe Community ; and the people ſtrive 
for. that liberty, that they may neitherbe com- 
manded nor oppreſſed. And by means of 
theſe diſtant and oppoſite humours moſt part 
of the Tyranniesdid arjfe. He therefore who . 
intends to uſe the people for his aſcent to pow- 
er, muſtbe frequent in his Harangues, flatter 
the multitude; bitterly inveigh, againſt the 
inſolencies of. the Optimracy, extol the name 
and benefits of Liberty, and make large pro- 
miſes of Peace and Plenty in the counſels 
hedoth propoſe: and this isto be. a Dema- 
gogue. For ſuch an one ſpeedily becomes 
the Leader of the ignorant Mltitude, whq 
are eaſily deceived by ſpeciows Promiſes, and the 
Accuſations of ſuch whom they hate , and con» 
ceive him to bevery juſt that favours their deſires, 
which have more of honeſty than thoſe of 
their Adverſaries 3 and they do uſually give 
a Power into hishandsto ſuppreſs the contra- 


ry Faction, which he afterwards uſesto take 


away their Liberty. 


This way, which ſeemed moſt fafe and eafie, 
did fins 6H upon his return praceed in. 
Therefore when the new$scame that the Bax- 
diti, Soſiſtratws ang his party, aſſiſted by the 
Cartþaginjans, did intend to make war upon 


"the Syracuſans, he was frequent and impor- 


tunate in his Orations to the people, that 
they would nat return again under the your 
; p 'o 
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: of the Olrgarchy, but undertake the war to 
maintain their Liberty. Which being miana- 
ged with the uſual arts did prevail upon the 
Multitude, andthey decreed the War: which 
continuedalong time , and was varied with 
ſeveral Overthrowsand Victonees. Inthis war 
Aeathocles, ſometimes as a'private'perſon, and 
ſometimes as&Commander, did behave him- 
ſelfgallantly, and ſhewed himſelf to be a per- 
ſon of good Conducd?, cloſe defign, apprehen- 
ſfiveofall advantages, and ſpeedy in the exe- 
cution, having alwayecs in doubtful caſes ſome 
cunning Stratagem,either to baffle the Enemy, 
or to ſecure his own party. Amongſt which 
this isrelated for one. The Syracuſars having 
laid Siegeto Gela, Agathocles onenight with a 
thouſand commanded men getsinto the town 
by ſurprize. Soſeſtratxs, that then was Gover- 
nour of the place, being alarmed by the ſur- 
prize, ſpeedily colle&ing theſtouteſt and beſt 
diſciplin'd men of the Garniſon,ſets upon thoſe 
thathadentred, and killing about three hun- 
dred of them, putthe reſt to flight., Who be- 
ing to make their retreat through very nar- 
row Lanes, were in great hazard of being all 
cutoff, having neither room to fight, nor let- 
ſuretoflee. Agathocles beyond all hope frees 
them from this danger; for though he himſelf 
had received ſeven wounds, and was weak- 
nedwiththe loſof much blood; yet natfear- 
fully yielding to hispreſent adverſity, he gives - 
= COM- 
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commandto the Trumpetters that they ſhould 
go to the oppoſite part of the Town-wall, 
and there ſound a Charge: which. being ſpee- 
dily performed, the Geloarrs, that then preſſed 
hard upon Agathocles, hearing the Charge gi- 
ven in another place, and through the 4 


neſsof the night not being able to diſcover the 


truth ofthematter, conceived the City to be 
aſſaulted in another part by another body of 
the Enemy. This made them {lacken' their 
eagerneſ3inaflailing Agathocles, andto divide 
themſelves to ſuccour the other parts which 
they imagined were aſlaulted 3 and by this 
meansſuffered him qgnd his party ſafely to re- 
turn to their Camp, where he was received 
with much honour, for having preſerved the 
hves of fomany of his own party from anevi- 
dent ruine. TE: 


| 'Had Agathockes abounded withtheſe honeſt 
arts; he had troddey the right way to Glory 
and would he have been contented with what 
the Laws and his Country would give, he 
might have received'that axs't Rewatd'of his 
Vertne, which helaboured to'make a ſpoilof 
his Violence,and by the commonconſent have 
beenthought worthy to reign , ifhe hadnot 


ſouphrittoogreedily. $0 Gelo before him, and - 


Hieroafter him-, received the Empire of Sy- 
racuſe as a reward of their generous ations, 
nor asthe aim of their deſigns. And Timoleor, 

= _____ though 
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though heſtroveto be a private perſon , yet 
was forced. to bea Prince. : Heroick Vertues be- 
#ng as the Patent of Heaven for Dominion : and 
men willingly ſubmit to them that receive,not take 
the Power; and think their Freedom preſerved, 
:0t infringed by a juſt Prince , there being nd 
greater Liberty than to be well governed. But 
thedeſire of Greatneſs was too importunate 
in Agathocles. For Ambitions ſpirits are not 
eefi contented with what 3s offered; to whows 
the preſent Enjoyments ſeem contemptible, mhen 
greater things may be hoped for; and at laſt they 
endgavonr too haſtily to exceed their own __ 
which is the ruine of many , that might have 
attained to Gp—_ had they not preferred - 
too ſpeedy and dangerows ——_ to ſuch that 
are more ſlow , yet ſure Medinms to Power. 
And therefore theſe arts which would have 
covered moderate crimesin others, madehim 
moreſuſpeted by his Citizens, that he was a 
perſon of top bold hopes, and: no longer fit 
to dwell inafree City: for. hemadeuſeof all 
his Succeſſes and Abilities to render himſelf 
great in the common fame,and popular among 
the Soldiers. So that his Vertues, as well as 
his Vices, made him unfit for that Society. 
For Induſtry and Sagacity are no leſs dange- 
rous, than Vanity and Luxury to « Common- 
wealth, when they are uſed to attain 4 Ty- 


Yanny. 
_ To 


|  Topreveht therefore the ambitiousdefigns 
ofthisand otherher | Citizens, the. Common- 
wealth of Syracuſe had invited from Corinth 
Aceſtorides, a perſon of a clear fame and un- 
queſtioned Honeſty, to take upon him the 
Government for a-time, that he might bak 
lancethe ſeveral Factions of their State,” and | 
give vent tothoſe :ſivelling hopes ofher moſt 

turbulent members , who now wete grown 
too big fotacivil and ordinary managements 
hoping to find him like to ,T7moleor, that 
ins bothto conquer T yrants, and-.to 
ſubmit toa civil Government,: a rate agree- 
mentin one breaft : for the nature of man is wil- 
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ling toindulge that in himſelf, which he hatesiz 


another. But Aceſtorides, though he wanted 
not integrity for his truſt, yet failed in cow- 
rageandreſoliation toperform it. For findin 

_ Agathocles the: greateſt object at that time of 
the commonjealoufie, and that Liberty and 
hewereinconſiſtent in one City, (forthat Ci 
ty cannot be accounted free, where any one Cit= 
Zen can terrifie the publick. Magiftrater,) he did 
not dare to removehim by a'Trial and conrſe 
of Juſtice, but intended to take' him'off by 
a ſecret - Confpiracy : and therefore pub- 
hſhed an Edit , whereby he baniſhed him 
from'that Common-wealth; and .command- 
ing him to leave the City by night , he 
laid an Ambuſh in the way that might kill 
him: in his paſſage , ſuppoſing the darkneſs 
would 
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would conceal the Authorsof his death, and 
his Baniſhment would occafionan uncertainty 
in all reports that ſhould be divulged,, whe- 
ther he were alive or dead, and ſo ſuſpend 
the mindsof the VulgarRabble (to whon? his 
Vicesas well as his Vertueshad mdeared him, 
and) who would be forward to mutiny in 
his revenge. Agathocles, that was not unac- 
quainted with any frudulent pradtices, ' did 

. eaſily ſuſpe&tthe Plot: and therefore to pre- 
vent it, chuſeth out one of his ſervants that 
was moſt like unto himſelf in the outward 
roportion of body, aad harnafles him with 
his own Armour, mounts hitt upon his own 
Horſe, and ſends him out of the City that way 
which he conceived was forelaid, and he him- 
felf diſguiſed with poor and ragged apparet 
departsina more unfrequented/path. Thoſe 
that wereappointed to diſpatch him, conje- 
turing by the arms and horſe that they had 
-encountred with their deſigned Prey, fet up- 
-on the Servant and kill him, ſuppofing that 
' they had rid Syr2cſe of their fears and hate. 
But Agathocler's following ations ſoon made 
them ſenſible of their errour, and did upbraid 
the weakneſsof Aceſtorides, who did not dare 
to uſe the ſword of Juſtice againſt him whom 
hethought unworthy to live, and put the'ſe- 
-curity and Liberty of the Commonwealth 
upon the uncertainty ofa Plot. 


Aga- 
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| Agathocles being gone, the. unſteady multi- 
tude grow weary of that war which he had 
perſwaded them untoagainſt the Baxditi,who 
aſliſted by the power of Carthage, were able 
to renew their invaſions after many defeats. 
Therefore they immediately receive themmto 
the City again, and concludea peace withthe 
Carthaginians, but revoked not the fentence 
of Baniſhment againft Agathocles, which now 
by the return of his Enemies he conceived 
would be irreverſible. He therefore hath re- 
courſe to his old Aumiliaries of Thieves and 
deſperate Vagabonds, whom neceſfity and his 
former conduct had' fitted for any Villany; 
who readily flocked about him in hopes of 
more licentious rapines: and to Frey kg 
thers all the disbanded Soldiers, whom the 
preſent Peacehad made uſeleſs, and forming 
an Army of theſe he grew terrible both to the 


Carthaginians and Syracuſans , waſting their 


Territories, firing their Villages, and plun- 
dering the weaker and unfenced Towns and 
Cities. And thathe might colour his:outra 
with ſomepretext of Juſtice, he eſpouſed the 
quarrels of all thoſe Citiesthat were either E- 
nemies to; or emulous of the power of Syr4- 
euſe; and to this end was made Prztor of the 
Myrgantines , who had an ancient hatred a- 
gan them, and had been his Sanctuary in 
1s Baniſhment. - Under the ſpecies of their 


quarrel he did fo eagerly proſecute the war 


and 


E bs "a * 4 " "N 
© t 
45 7 


/ 46 The Synafah Throw, Or Lib 


andhis own o__ that he took Leontium, 
andblockedup Syracuſeit ſelf. ' This reduced 
themto ſuch ſtreights, that they were forced 
toſtek for ſuccour and aid from Amilcan the 
Carthaginian General. He, either to keep 
alive thoſe flames wherewith the S7cilians did 
confume one the other , was willing to adde 
fome fewelto thefires orelſe in humanity. and 
ofa generous ſpirit; would affift a noble, 
thoughadverſe, City, when diſtreſſed by her 
own Citizens ſending thither ſuch a ſuffict- 
ent ſupply asmade Agathotles deſpair by force 
to bring it to his ſubjecion. He therefore ap- 
plies himſelf tro hismore ſafe afid ſecret arts of 
deceit;' and. deſires Amilear that he would 
' mediate betwixt him and Syracuſe, that he 
might bereſtored again to his own City and 
Houſhold-Gods, and not be neceflitated by 
fach unpleaſing wayes to preſerve his like and 
Hberty. But together with' theſe honeſt pre- 
texts, hemade more obliging promiſtsof Ser- 
vice and Gratitude to Amilcar, it he would 


be the happy inſtrument of his return home. 


Amilcar undertakes the office., and eaſily | 


perſwades the wretched Syracuſans to conſent 
tothat, which, without his. afliſtance, they 
thouldbe forced to ſubmit unto upon more 
unequal conditions. His reſtitution therefore 
Wwasagreed unto by the People, upon.ſome 

kaurtty of their Peace and Liberty; which 
| to 
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to give them, he was ted into the Temple of 3 
Ceres , the moſt ſacred Deity among the Sicz- 
lians , and there ſolemnly ſivore , that he 
would do nothing contrary to the Democra- 
tical Government of Syracuſe. This was the 
only ſecurity which they could at that tinte 
have from Aeathocles. Which is indeed a 
ſafficient tie upon ſuch fouls as are indued 
with a ſEnſe of Vertue, or have any fear of a 
Deity : but Oaths aretoo weak Fetters to re- 
ſtrain ambirious ſpirits , or ſach as intend a 
Tyranny. For he that reſolves to be nnjuſt to- 
wards men, will ſlight the teſtimony and venge-. \_ 
ance of Heaven. But though the people had *' 
been acquainted with the arts and impiety of 
Tyrants, and werenot ignorant of the impi- 
ons convert of him whom they admitted; 

for from the former ew ey may be beft-va- 

d the force of any man's Oath) yet wete they 
now in ſacha condition, that it was as dan» 
perousnot to believe as to be deceived : and 
they choſe rather, as conceiving it a relief of 
their miſeries , to be undeſervedly abuſed, 
than to leave him'any colour of juſtice for his 
Injuries. j9 op 
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But it was the greater wonder among 
the Speculativi, that Amilcar ,, a perſon o 
ſuch experiencein humane converſe, and by 
a long Government not unacquainted witly 
the Attance of aſpiring minds from their 
yy E Oaths 
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Oaths and Promiſcs, that he fhould relyupon 
the Oath of Agathoclesz who likewiſt ſwore 
tohimby touching the kindled Tapers, (the 
form of ſwearing among the Carthagizians) 
that he would promote the Purick ntereſt, 
andobey angus 5.7 For BOP cone he 

imagine, that a perſon {© faithleſsto his ow! 
ci , would obſerve any Eaith Ka 
Strangers? that he which ſought for. Domyi- 

nion 1n his own City, would quietly bear 2 
foreign Yoke? Yet the Carthagizzan might 
ome to himſelf advantages to his Repub- 
ick either from the Perfidiouſneſs or Obſer- 
vance ofthe Tyrant. If he were faithful, then 
the increaſe of his Power over the Syracuſans 
extended the Dominion of the Africans , and 
would giveſome ifplendaur to their yoke, in 
thatthey had a King for a Miniſter of Slaye- 
ry. If otherwiſe he thould be falſe to. both, 
En might Carthage rejoyee at his Perjuries, 
becauſe they would occaſion exexnal hatred 
2nd uarrels among her common Enemice,and 
omakeher Victory caſie when ſhe ſhouldat- 
tempt it. And it would be more advantage 
for the Punick Empire, if Agathocles together 
with infamy and hate ſhould pole the pow- 
er of Syracuſe , than ifhehad acquired ifby 
roms wry" pa Hed been (Garra in Oy 

he people'saftections;. for ſo bexmng mutua 

Falous, they would affli+ and Co =o 
arher, that at laſt the 'Fyrant- would Det 
able 
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able to, hold. his Ulfarpation, o9r the.Ci 
Km 30h  &. that.tn-.the. 6 | 
muſt neceffarily fall wto.their i JN 
might bethe too Gibile cul ind fine 
hopes, of Anilcar Pu "they. c Dd » wht} 7 
eſteemed wiſe Counſels, wherein ſo many 
mts. 2 intervene, a5 night Jufth make | Jn 
doubt 0 expeJed ifiue. or the Tyra 
Cruelty, and rtaneeludedall his ho ES, A 
juſtified the arthaginian Cenfar re, Who, 
this ation condemned their ef 
Agathocles being returned home, et 
his revengefu) a ambitious Soul with LA 
gmbled Modeſty, neither awakening thefe 
of the people, nor railing the jealonlics ofthe 
enemics by Soonplingy of his keg it Ft 
NEnt, and t] f OPPTrOR ed inj 
TE : Wea) io in ilenas A 
[ig ik FO SAL 
Rana all 7 Cour Tak J 
fred "emo cab mee that errour , That 
worn out with time, 4 aÞ-' 
Rrdſet 0 Feit And And knowing that the 
way to overthrow the preſeyjt-Gv= 
Fecaic was to pretend Liberty, and when 
the Government was once ſhaken, itmight. 
eaſily be attempted on; he applies himlelf 
to, ſuch courſes as ; might render him'in the vul-=" 
eſtcem the Patron and Afertor of the 
common Liberty. | Therefore in all his ha- 
ge he ſtill ne his great gg 
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che people. Whis beingmoſt eager in two de- 


fires, one, ofhaving their Liberty, and the o-' 


ther, of taking revenge on thoſe that are the 
inſtruments of their bondage ; he ticklks and 


feeds theſe two humoutyin his ſpeeches, plead-* 
ing the great equity of reſtoring the Govern-' 


ment to the multitude, that every Free-man 


ſhould have his ſhare in the common imtereſt'; 
and then inveighs againſt thoſe that had been 


and werein power, accuſing theirmſolencies 
and miſcarriages in Governntient ,” and fo 
forms his diftourfes as one that rather knew. 
how to rule, than deſirous of it. * For he that 


ercuſes, would be ſuppoſed clear in himſelf from” 


what he objeTs to another as a crime, and he is 


, 


concezved skilful in that wherein he obſerves ano- 


” 


#hers errours. Thus playing the fubtle Dema- 
SOgue, and doing att ings as a Slave , that 

might arriveatRule, with more ſafety and 
ſpeed he attains that which open and ſtour 
aſſaies would have rendred difficult. And be* 
that will atiſe ſrom a private and low condition 
to the ſupremeſt fortune,” muſt uſe more Art thave 


- 


orce. 


.. The people cheated by theſe his ſpecious 
repreſentations of a perfe&t Liberty, and ca-" 
jol'dby his reiterated proteſtations of teking 
only the common utility, ſoon forgot their 
former jealouſies, and hisbold attempts upon 
their Liberty 5 (ſo ſtrong an influence hath'4 
46 perth; 
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confident aſſertion even upon diſtruſtful- minds, * 
22 it works a belief of whe ua: re, though 
contrary to the evidence of recjes drawn from 
former experience, )) and: bewitched with the 
imaginary :benefits of Novelty, which - the 
Vulgar are no leſs defirous of in a well or- 
deredthan ina corrupted State, did by.apub- 
lick Decree make him their General, andcon- 
ſtitute him their Conſervator efthe Peace,till 
ſuchtime as aform of Government ſhould be 
framed thatmight ſatisfie all parties, and pre- 
ſerve Liberty and Unity among all the mem- 
bers ofthe Commonwealth. For all the Ex- 
iles being.returned home, the City was dij- 
ſtratted with various Faions., and could 
notagreejn any oneform of State. Everyone, 

as it isuſual, projeCting ſeveral methods con- 
ducing to theintereſt ofhis own party, and 
the ruine of theoppoſite, very little refpe&- 
ing the publick ſecurity. And when all 
would order the: Commonwealth , 'none 
cauld pleaſe : for ſome of their Formsdid not 
pleaſe thoſe that were good, and others dif- 
pleaſed the wiſe. In ſome it was'made eafie tp 
do miſchief, and in another men could nat 
fafely do that which was good. Qne- left 
too much Authority to the Grandees ,, and 
| the other made,the Populacy-tyrannical and 
arbitrary. Therefore the wwltitnde, - wi T 
are flow in their rejolzes , unleſs dgtermined,' 
eceſſity, were naw by the yariery of propo- 
. _ 3 4 
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tore wicertain and Aubions to mike 
ok thoite.In the mean, whille each Fattion 


= toadvance it RIF, an Horrid 


Tor in the Community: And as-in a 
Fax exc Wave Niivitg to 'be higheſt, 
ee Hack of that which- haſted to 
Od beforemr, and is it RIF alſo fr 
fed by a following: t it happened! imthis Gi- 
Vi} Tempeſt of the 'Commonwealth- "each 
_ —_ ve t6 ſuppreBtheother, till athird, 
iketned before , aſfalts and fixp 
Lo Convener And each wasmade- more 
fietce by theirſe veral 'preterifions toTiberty 
and the PeBlick Good , Which even thek 
that afmnel at the ſevereſt gg Mere would 
fiothegſett: © that all thinking to 
hepnodnels oftheir Cauſe by t > earn 
IN ed 4 Whole Cay With rum ahd 


- TheDiviſ onsranfo high, and contitiied 
461 ; that the {oberer 5 4 thought it was 
xdient, that the afflicted Republick 
ſhowldhave ſome teft, leſt the wounds there- 
Tf{bvidd be mate wider by ach a tutinultu- 
"dis Why of citing; Aridit appeared that the 
rl mcg Order was, to confer and 
Fintoſome On ne man's: hand -power to 


wn a a din —_ could « ever come 
es. 
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Lib.T. The Life of Agathodles. 
to a ſettlement, unleſs ſome One,like a Soul 
and Mind, ſhould give Order and Method 
toall the reſt. The perſon choſen for this 
Was Agathocles, who was ſtill on that party 
where was thegreateſt Number , which was 
likelyto bethemoft ignorant, and which he 
conceived he could moſt eafily delude. He 
therefore was made Przxtor , and intruſted 
with miorethan ordinary power for this great 
work of Settlement. Thus was Agathecles pre- 
Ented with the faireſt opportunity ef true 
Glory that his Soul could poſlibly defire. 
For Heaves cannot give nor any man wiſh for & 
fitter vecaſion for worldly Glory, than to find a 
City deformed with Confulfons, and declining to 
Tune by its corruptions , which he may reform 
atid modute with wholfom Laws and gene- 
Fouls Conſtitutions , to render it a peaceable 
Habitation, and make it a Theatre of Vertue 
arid Jafticez to ſecure the Magiſtrates of 
their Honour , and every private perſon of 
his Wealth 4nd Safety : for this 4s to be e- 
Tmwous and 4 rival of the Glory of Heaven, 
to bung Order out of Confufions,to —__ 
thote Bleſſings which render Life comforta- 
Vle, 4hd he p up the Fortunes and Goods 
of mer with raſt Proyidence. This .capti- 


___ batesthe Bouls of men to a voluntary. ſybje- 


Eon, hd challenges an unenyied Adora- 
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But Agxthoctes, who was of the temper of 
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every Tyrant , meaſuring the. benefit of his 
Power by a licence to do miſchief, and being 
no le thirſty of Blood than he was of 
Greatneſs, pervertcd theſe advantages of ſo- 
lid Glory to gratifie his Luſts , conſulting 
his own <tefnal ighominy in his Countries 
ſlavery. ' And therefore refolved. not to let 
flip this ſaſon of erefting his Tyranny, to 
which all thingsin the judgment of his Luſts 
did ſeem to invite him. The people whom 
he had to deal with were faftious and yn- 
quiet, reſtleſs as the Sea which did incom- 
pals them ; whom the plenty of their ſoiland 
the riches of Trading fad made ſo wanton, 
that they were impatient of Laws and Ma- 
glſtrates : and as they were unwilling to en- 
ure Slayery, ſo they were immodeſt in the 
uſe of their Liberty ; and by theſe Corrup- 
tions were become like ſo many wild bea 
cafieto be taken by any watchful and bold 
hand that could hope to' tame them. Be- 
fides, the frequent revolutions of Govern- 
ment, and the ſucceſſive inundations of ſeve- 
ral Factions, had each in their - order , like 
the Overflowings of Nile, left ſd many ſeeds 
and ſpawns of Monſters that might eaſily be 
formed to any deſign; ſomany diſappointed 
in their hopes, and broken in their fortunes, 
that they would be contented 'to be inſtru- 
ments of any Change that ſhould make them 
whole again. The Soldiers were forthe moſt 
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mercenary, and without any-diſciplines, 
rin Civil wars the diſcord of theCitizens abo-, 
liſbes the ſeuerity of Diſcipline - beſides, be- 
ingnow to be caſhiered, becauſe they were. 
made uſeleſs by this Peace, they were envi- 
ous at the rich Citizens , and did meditate 
nothing elſe but the ſacking of the Town, 
the pillage of the Country, and the murder- 
ing of their Enemies 3 and ſo were fitted for 
any-bold Corrupter, that would but lead 
them to their Jef red prey. But the moſt in- 
viting occaſion was the preſent unſettledneſs 
of the Government, all things being but in 
motion to compoſure, not yet eſtabliſtfed; 
which is a vaſt advantage for any wicked 
enterpriſe , whoſe counſels and hopes are 
built upon troubles. All theſe occaſions 
promiſed much eaſe in the deſign , and there 
was nothing that he feared would much im- 
pede hisaſcent to Principality ,' but the Au- 
thority of the _ of E cre, on 
were the wealthieſt Syracxſans, and of 
—_ with the "max , Which he — to 
remove out of the way z not wilting any lon- 
ger to delay, whencaution ſeemed more dan- 
gerousthan raſhneſs, and fearing to loſetheſe 
Occaſions which Modern Tyrants name the 
Calls of Providence... | | | 


All things therefore ſeeming, fit for his 
purpoſe, being now Chief Magiſtrate, no emp- 
| 79g ty 
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ty riaiie; but Gf gi AE to execute any 
| ahal command of 
all the forces - of the onwealth :, he 
wanted only '{ome pretext to-draw the to- 
ether, with as many as he thought fit for 
is Defign, which chat Fottune preſefted 
SEED 
was to Syr er 
their Donmynion had revolted from their obe- 
, and wereembodiedabout Erbita. Up- 
of this the le were ſummoned in great 
haſt, who furpriſed with this ſirdden fear, 
a Decree, that Agathocles ſhonld take 
cate of the Commonwealth 3 and that he 
might prevent the danger with ſpeed , he 
mfghe levy what Soldiers hy he E> fit. 


This Coriniflion was as as his De- 
ſites; and hepreſently makes uſe of it to-his | 
purpoſt ; 'for he ns for the Mavdantiver, 
Who wete his ancient friends, but bitter ene-. 
thiesof the Syra iy WE 
the In-land Towns ſuch as had been his for- 
mer Comrades in his Thieviſh Expeditions; 
atid with theſe he joyns thoſe that had for- 
therly ſerved under him againſt the Cortbagi- 
#iar5, who he knew were © oBfigtd to him by 
former Benefits, fit for whatſoever þ | 
to command, that were of a pertinacious © 
faithtoHim, but enemies to'the te, and 
[mon of thepeople, becauſe they were o_ 
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tA to obey their commands: which hatred 
Wibthettfore tnote fierce, becauſe it was im- 
jtift. AN theſs titkde wp. 4 number of three 
thouſand, every one of which were very de- 


ſtrons to Thinethe Democracy. To theſe he 


_ ſack of the Citizens as. had. no honelt 


opes, whole poverry or fear of puniſhment 
fo 5/2 5Di Of id make them 


anhate thoſe that were in Power, and ſig- 
peſt rothem a neceſfit "of becomin 

ninals, that by | Governt- 
pales they might pain Security, and in licen- 
frous rumithts alter their deſpicable fortunes 
by the booties and rewards of ciy1l Cornino- 


tions. 
Thel® all Being fit forks purpoſe, "* if he 
rings his March towards OB ita, te ap- 


No Hoevom at the Tab of Tino- 

Sb be: he would firſt tran 
ie art metnory of him' that wm been the 
thoft Vertuous Krtor of Liberty to that 
wretched City, and From thende thake his 
fnvalionby Bloodatid Violence.” His Atty 
Poirier he Fetch Tor Peifarchus and Dedles, 
Who were the oft cininerit Ind Teading 
members 'of the Senate, as eng the Put 
tdeonfitlt withthem concertim ufc 
Afﬀetits, They cotning to him A api 2a frain 
Sfabbut Torty of their friends, were \inithe- 
tiarely REETY aGuard that he ſet upon 


| them, 
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them, as if they. had come to execute ſome 


Treaſon againſt him. Then calling his Soul-. 
diers together, and appearing among them 


with a countenance compoſed to ſadnebs, he 
omits nothing that might move eitherpity to 
him,or fear,anger, and hate towardsthe Se- 
nate. He invokes theirfaith and compaſſion 


of him, and complains of his hard Fate , that ' 
it was never ſafe for him to. love the people, 


and that.none wasever an enemy to the Come 
monwealth, but .they.would be likewiſe the 
cantrivers of hisdeſtruftion. © For do you not 
< hear (faith he) how my execution and your pu- 
« 21ſhment is already decreed , and how the Se- 
ate hath ſent theſe their moſt ſubtle Agents 
<to draw me back, to the place of Slaughter , 


_ to contrive the ſcene of your Maſſacre * 
c. 


envy ws the honour of dying Our 
" Doonies  faoed; ire de <n- our Country 
«Liberty: and we muſt brutiſhly fall as Sa- 
*crifices to their inſolent Luſts, and our Blood 
< be ſpilt, to teſtify that ſuch Monſters ruled 
as. Invaindowe arm and expoſe our ſelves 
< to death to keep of a foreign © when ſuch 
© zngrateful wretches devote us to ruine at 
< home. : Are we not patient enough in our 
* flavery, when we offer oxr ſelves to all the 
< dangers of war , that. they may be ſecure 
*<7z their effentinate pleaſures , and wanton; 
< [aviſh that wealth which is the price of our 
* Bod? but muſt we ol be bee ſet ont of 
*#Le 
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« the world , that they alone may enjoy it ? 


« Vhen will theſe men know the juſt bounds of 


«commanding, or we full, apprehend the miſery 
*of onr ignominious halt; 


Then pauſitig as jfhe had been” interrap- 
ted with tears which he ſhed; the vulgar rout 
hindred any farther progreſs in his Speech, 
with loudclamour , each one according to 
the 'ſenſe of his Intereſt or Paſfion, exclaim< 
ing againſt the Vices of the Senators : ſome 
charged them with Cruelty, others railed*at 
their. Covetouſheſs , and another ſort did 
condemn their Pride and Perfidioufheſs;; and 
therefore they jointly cryed ont, © That Be 
<« fonld not wait al fuc 'inbhumiane Vipers did 
* return to & love of their own City, but | rae; 
© revenge his own akd their injuries: that be 
© had 7. tart off ended enough againſt his _ 
«© 77: dealing ſo gently with ſuch as deſerved as 
© little 4 Mares, 4s they fhewed of Juſtice. Aga- 
#hocles faffers not their preſent rage to cool, 
knowing that” wicked Attempts are to be 
done with a'fudden fury , though good Conn« 
fels gather | _ by Delay : and feing 
they underſtoud the cauſes of Hatred , he 
would likewiſe quicken themwith the hopes 


« o(faith he) and be your own Avengers, 
decreed 


© mjiake the Tyrants feel what they 
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ao hp we ockle in theis Genes, be 


«the rewards of ſuth ge 
& dure no Slavery, Leave them no Friends or 
&«Confidents which may bewail or rtvenge their 


&« death, nor Children to. inberit their Croqes | 


< with thr Wealth. Then immeduatdly, 

to co Bs p7 pron tothe bad to repent, nor tot E 
ua were any there) to. config 

I horregcy of the facto unite aga 


he | the T to { 
r. 6 s as if he were os nan 


| Tas, The caitiff Army-having this full li- 


kay to fatisfie their revenge , coverenlneſs 
ndluft, ſoon fell to the executjon, ane Jeff 
gorhing UngQuE that a we nered City 
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t 0. Eremy. , met with 
th at the handof his friend : ; ws a good 
name wasa mark for ruine. The Altars of the 
Gads were coloured with the blood of thoſe 
Kher fedto themfor refuge, as Vittiines to an 


paw ſhould fer bo thenks the wealth of Senctors, 
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gies jonake ct th : HIT f noe 
tno aA 
kg art by the Se 8 
- Rapes weremingled with Slaughters:. het om 
tie Raniſhrot Es all herha rohet 
the Hayulher 3 and he ACE 
with the bl the | 
his fla my Ie with the 
Daughter. Their Is vt Laſt was ſo by 
_— the people, t . 4 at laſt it grew | 
among themſelves, and he was accounted-an 
enemy that had got the more rag Bog- 
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| le Shack they thought to flee. A eo. thers 
met death from which they fled in climbing 


OVcT 


"Libh The Lab e fAgatbodles- - K _F 


haſt breaking their necks and limbs. About 
fix thouſand eſcaped, and ſome of them got 
fafe to Agrigentum and other neighbouring 
Cities, where the relation of their miſcries 
did move agreatdeal of pity : but the inhu- 
mane Souldiers would yet make them feriſible 
of their fury in their remaining parts, with 
more contumely raviſhing their Wives and 

ters.” becauſe they themſelves had 
eſcaped with their lives. 


This Cruelty laſted for two dayes, Agatho- 
Eles's thirſt of blood being not ſooner to be 
quenched ; or becauſe his Authority was not 
yet ſogreatas to forbid thoſecrimes which he 
might witheaſe command ; or he was willin 
$O Cue the luſts of his. Army beyond all 
hi pardon, that ſo they might not ex- 
pert Cafety but in the condutt uw x preſervati- 
on of him who had authoriſed their wicked- 
nefs. But when this baſe ,rabble of men did 
ſem to be fatiated with villany , as having 
no more ſubjects to prattiſe on, to conclude 
the Tragedy, he ſends for all thoſe Citizens 
whom he had ſecured, and who had been re- 
ferved to feed his own eyes with their blood. 
Of theſe, ſuch as he had moſt injured, and 
Whoſe vertueshe might moſt fear, were ſlain 
defore him; others leſs conſiderable he ba- 
fifhed. Onely one Dimocrates , x bold and 


over the Town-wall, by too much fear and. 
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faithleſs perſon, ſo like him in vices, that 


the ſimilitude had been the ground of a for- 


mer acquaintance , though now he was a 
ſtranger to his deſign, he freely. ſets at liber- 
ty : -which was not the effect of Clemency 
or Friendſhip, Vertnes that 'Tyrants are not 
capable of, but to provide a refuge for him- 
ſelf in the future. For even the moſt bar- 
barous and bloodieſt Villains, in diffidence 
of a change of Afﬀairs, will provide ſome pri- 
vate favour againſt the publick hatred, 


This was Agathocles's firſt ſcene of Domi- 
nion; ahd by ſurveying theſe Sacrifices to 
Empire , the State-Augurs and prudent 
Greeks did form a judgment how bloody and 
cruel would be the proceſs of his Govern- 
ment. For Sovereignty muſt be maintained by 
the ſame arts ” which it is acquired ; and an 
Empire wickedly gotten ' by.Crimes , was never 
exerciſed by Vertue and Hone yy: And as no 
good man willſcek to be a Prince by wicked 
practices; ſo no debauched ſpirit, that by im- 
piety hath invaded a Principality, will ever 
think touſle it juſtly; 


For either by his wicked practices toattain 
toit;his Soul will be habituated to miſchief; 
or his deftres to keep what he hath uſurped 
will preſent to hima neceſſity to continue as 
he did begin. Becauſe Vices when once they have 

| F 
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64 © The 'Syracuſan Tyrant, Or, Lib.I. 
debauched the = of men, leaue no place for mo- 
deration :and he that mhis projcfor Great- 
neſShath along time meditated violence and 
cruelty, will be like thofe rayenous Beaſts, 
that having once tafted blood wilt become 
unſatiable, and as Lions that having fed up- 
on Carcaſes, are ſtill ſearching after the like. 
And this appetite , when it is once armed 
with the fupremeſt power , will ſometimes, 
when there is no neceflity for prefervation, 
frolick with the lives of men, and' ina ca- 
pricious humour, or boaſt of Greatneſs, drink 
humane blood, and ſport wth miſchief. - If 
Habits reſtrain not an Uſurper from juſt 
courſes, yet the Neceſliticsof State will: and 
if hewere deſirous toabound with thoſe acts 
which adorn men with the titles of Good, 
yet the injuſtice of his entrance upon Go- 
vernment will make i exceeding difficult, if 
not-impoſhble; for that will alwayes give 
him occaſions of fear, fear will ſeek bor i - 
rity, ſecurity cannot be had by the affections 
of thoſe to whom he hath given juſt cauſe of 
Hate; therefore he muſt make himſelf ſafe 
by more injuries, and hence ariſes increaſe of 
hatred - it being impoiſible that the Injurer 
and the Injured ſhould ever be cemented by 
a ſolid faith, which is the ſureſt Baſis for a mo- 
derate Empire and laſting obedience; and that 
Government will be alwayes odious and never 


good, that nmſt be maintained by violence. Be- 
ſide Sy 
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ſides, Tyrants meet with obſtruftions to a 


vertuous uſe of their Power. by thoſe that 
aſſiſted them.in the acquiſition; the inftru- 
ments of their Greatneſs will be their obfta- 
cles to. Goodneſs : for they being vitious by 
whomthey did ariſe, they muſt be ao.other 
to gratifie them, and muſt negled& thoſe in- 
gagingVertues that become Princes, becauſe 
they are obliged to fuch that are not fit 
to be Subjects. His Vices render him aat 
more hateful tothe good, than his Vertues da 
to thoſe that have been the Miniſters of his 
Tyranny, to whom, as well as to his own 
luſts, he muſt be ready. toproſtitute the lives, 
honours, and goods of the beſt Citizens, and 
fometimes his choiceſt friends, as to the au- 
thors of his fortune.. So that the obſerva- 
tion of Tacitas is very true , Imperinm flagitio 
Ecquiſitum nemo unquam bonis artibus exercait © 
and it 1s apparent in the Life of Agathocles, 
and verified in every Ufurper. | 


| Agathocles having laid his foundation by 


rude cruelty, builds the SuperſtruCtures with 
diflimulation: an art thought ſo neceſlary 
for thoſe whom Ambition makes thirſty or 


tenacious of Greatneſs, that Tiberixs , who 


was wellskilled in it, eſteemed it among his 


choiceſt Vertuesz alwayes appearing a;mo- 
deſt refuſer of what he paſſionately deſired; 
and whenall thingselſe died 1n him, heſtrove 
F 2 t 
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to keephis diflimulation alive. A:-dronicus by 
this only Art arrived to the Greek Empire, 
and had found it ſo proſperous, that he made 
uſe of it when theenraged Multitude werein 
actual revenge of that Imperial and Patrician 
blood which he had*fpilt, and as he was led 
to Execution, contiriued his feigned Piety, 
crying out, Break not 4 bruiſed Reed: as if 
he thought Diffimnlation fo powerful a 
Charm, that it would calma tumult,and that 
anger and fury had left a place for credulity. 
Lewzs the Eleventh of France, a Prince of 
ſuch an impatient Ambition , that he could 
not bear with a privatecondition though m 
reverſion to the Crown , while his Father 
lived, nordefer the jealouſics of hisown Son, 
till his Age might make him more aſpirin 


and capable of Dominion , had made fuch' 


uſe of this artifice, and was ſo ſucceſsful in 
it, as by it onely he ruined his too power- 
ful Enemy, Charles Duke of Burgundy - and 
therefore commended it to the Tutors of his 
Son, as the onely Leſſon he ſhould learn in 
Latin, Qui neſcit diſſumlare, ne- 
ſeit *vivere. Agathocles was as 
greatan Artiſt in this as any man, it being as 
neceflary for hmras for all thoſe who project 
wicked defigns, and whoſe abje&t condition 
or hainous crimes have ſet them at a great 
diſtance from glorious hopes. For woble A- 
Tions and juſt Titles have no need of di{ſinm- 


lation, 


* Or, regnare. 
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lation , and generous Spirits will ſcorn to uſe 
its becauſe it is an evidence of Baſeneſs, and 
a convidtion of Fear. But Tyrants are never 
nice in any thing that is advantageous. 
Therefore Agathocles , that feared.a preſent 
and immediate exerciſe. of Rule would too 
ſoon diſcover the cheat he had put upon.the 
people, and ſo make his ſettlement more dif- 
ficult, intended fo todelude them, that they 
ſhould even force him to take that which he 
ſd eagerly thirſted.for, and bind the yoke of 


| Slavery on their necks.by their own Suffra- 


ges, and by their own Law give him ſuch a 
Power that ſhould force their obedience. 
For though the multitude may be eaſily per- 
Faded to any thing, yet it 1s difficult to 
keep them conſtant in that perſwaſion with- 
out a power over them. Nothing 3s more un- 
ſtable than Greatneſs founded only upon anothers 
pleaſure 5, nor are the favours of any more un- 
certain than thoſe of the Vulgar: therefore 
though he would be raiſed by them , - yet 
would he not be builtupon them. To bring 
this about, he veils his deſigns with a diſſem- 
bled Modeſty. A FVertue which when real is an 
Ornament to the greateſs Fortunes , but mo 
lovely in thaſe who pretend the publick Good 
for nothing is more acceptable to men than thoſe 
that break anotkers Tyranny, and modeſtly ab- 
ſtain ſrom the ſame attexapts. 
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To this purpoſe he afſembles the People 
and his Soldiers to whom-he cog ern 
miſcarriages in Government of the Senate, 
and objected to them all thoſe Crimes which 
ufe ro be charged upon thoſe that have been 
mpower. © [odelizer therefore (faith he) the 
* Commonwealth, the publick Grievances, an 

© not ary private wrongs, have calked me forth : 
<* and'] conld not but compaſſionate the Good 
« People, though I did not feel their miſeries. 
« In the proſecution of which , T confeſs we haze 
< uſed extraordinary and unuſual means ,” but 
<« pet ſuch which Neceſſity and their own. Arro- 
* oacies do Jujfife 5. for we could not crave 
* helps from the Laws , when their Power ani 
< Partiſans had obftrutted the ordinary cour 
* of Tudicatere. And indeed the Sf of thi 
<* People 3s the Supreme Law: nor wt Frſtice 

 * conſift in the formality of Proceſſes, but in the 
< equality of the Puniſhment to the Crime. As 
*-for my Self , I ani content to ſpend my dayes 
* i a perpetual Baniſhment , ſo that the Com- 
*< wonwealth may enjoy their Liberty ard Peace, 
© being unwilling that any Concernment of mine 
< fhoitld be a Fire-brand to new Broils ,. or af- 
* ford matter to civil Diſſentions. *But if you 
<rnadge me worthy" to partake of the common Li- 
< berty ,- which with the kazard of my Life and 
* Fortunes I have purchaſed for you , 1 ant re- 
© ſolved to lead a private life, being abundant- 
«ly ſatisfied with the glory of this a& , that I 
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&« have recovered the Liberty of ſo good a People, 
< 7d ſo noble a City. And therefore I declare 


«10x 4 Free State, and that all the Power is in 
«the People. 


© Toprecureſomecredit to his words,he im- 
mediatcly deveſted himſelf of his Imperial 
Habiliments, the Badges of his Officez and 
took the Vulgar Habit , thereby declaring - 
himſelf one of the Multitude, and fo offered 
to depart out of the Aſlembly. The ſubtle 
Fox was ſecure that he ran 'no hazard of 
lofing the Prey for which he had fo long 
toiles for he knew that Afſlembly did con- 
{iſt moſt of ſach as were conſcious of fo much 
rapine and blood, that they could not ſuffer 
any other Magiſtrate but him that was 
equally polluted in the. Guilt : therefore all 
theſe, andevery one that had no underſtand- 
ing of what was good, nor care of evil, ſuch 
that were to live by the rewards of wicked- 
nefsand a miniſtry to Tyranny, ummediate- 
ly cryed out, that © He ſhould not deſert the 
<.good people of Syracuſe, and that he ſhould 
< protec then in that Liberty , of which be had 
«been ſo glorious an Author. He ſtood wn- 
moveable at their firſt clamours, as if he were 
unwilling to part with thoſt imagined de- 
lights of his reſolved Privacy , or were too 
modeſt to- command ; and with an obſtinate 
filence provoked their more loud and fierce 
F 4 Ac- 
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Tre Syracuſan Tyrant, Or, 
acclamations, © That he ſhauld not betray them 
© to their enraged Enemies,nor think he could be 
« ſafe in private when the publick was in danger. 
Seeing his Arts fo proſperous, compoſing 
himſelf as if he were wearied with the de- 
fires of all , and follicitous leſt his modeſty 
might be dangerous to the publick peace, he 
doth by degrees yields not as if he would 
take the Government, but put an end to his 
Denial and their Requeſts. Es 75 


« I krow (faith he) how obnoxious he makes 
« himfelf to Fortune who ſloops to the burden 
* of governing a ſree people; kow eaſily E3# beſt 
* aGions and moſt prudent counſels may be blaſt- 
*ed by ſiniſter interpretations of licentious 
*Demagogues. For when no mancarn be ſuf- 
« ficiently wiſe concerning the future, and yy 
< often the worſt Connſels kave the happier E- 
< ents ; he that ſmcerely intends the publick, 
«Good, may ſometimes fail of his ſcope, and 
< for his cares and hazards , be rewarded with 
* falſe accuſations and inauſpicious ſurmiſes , 
© whichare very offenſive to perſons of Integrity 
© who are tender of their fame. But it is 
* oſt intolerable when a faithful ſeruant of 
< the Commonwealth mu$t bear the envy of their 
<* offences who are his partners in Government. 
<7 herefore though I deſpiſe dangers and con- 
< temm reproach, that I may ſerve my Country 
* in thoſe honeſt and juſt ends of Government 3 
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« yet are I nnwilling to be loaded with the crimes 
< of others , and be accountable for their miſ- 
« —_—_ who prefer their private to the publick, 
wad” h 


His party by this underſtood the condition 
of their ſecurity, and therefore inthe Aſſem- 
bly paſled this Decree , © That Agathocles - 
* ſhould be the Commander in chief of all the 
«* Forces of the Commonwealth, and have the ſole © 
* management of all. Publick Afﬀairs. This 
Decree fully anſwered his detires : there- 
foreſceming to be overcome with the kind- 
neſsand love of ſo good a people, he thank- 
fully undertakes the Government , and 
promiſes much faithfulneſs in it , and ma» 
ny. benefits to the people by it. And from 
this time. he publickly exerciſed the Ty- 
ranny ay, like an abſolute Prince and Law- 
ful MOharch ; when as he was in truth but 
a Capo di Banditi, a Chicf of Thieves and 
Murderers : and this Decree could not be 
ſtyled the Conſent of the People, which when 
they are free to give it , is the true foundation 
of the Supreme Power; but a Conſpiracy of 
Traitors and publick Enemies. For having 
killed. and expelled all thoſe whoſe right it 
was to convey, and who had molt prudenceto 
judg where to truſt Authority,as a reward or 
ouard for all Vertues; there remained very 
f-w but the Aſlociates of his VL 
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Criminals, that were fitter to ſaffer by Magi- 


_ſtracy than to diſpoſe of it, and the dreps of 
the People, whoare the reproach, not legiti- 
Mate parts of a Community; who rather 


Fear than deſire Government, as the great re- 
ſtraint oftherr licentious luſts, and therefore 
arewilling it fhould be conferred on the moſt 
corrupted perſons , as from whom they ex- 
pet the moſt abuſtve licence. And theſelike- 
wiſe Agathocks had cajoled in his Speeches, 
promiſing a new Agrarian Law, and more e- 
<ual drvition of Lands, that all Debts and 
Bonds ſhould be cancelled ; and that Priſfo- 
ners upon ſuch Obligations ſhould be ſet at 
Iderty. Which are the uftal* tempting pro- 
miſes whereby Uſurpers raiſe the hopes and 
ger thefavour and affiſtance of the debauched 

bble: butthey take as little care toper- 
form them, asthey intended faith wh@ they 
promiſed them. And fuch are the good peo- 
ple which Tyrants ſoaffetionately mention, 
and are the authors of their power and fup- 
ports of their Empire, 


The honefter and midle ſort of the Citt- 
zens, whoſe obſcurity and unenvied fortune 
had ſecured them in the Maflacre, and whoſe 
ſpirits were not ſo high as to render them 
terrible to the Tyrant, nor fo abje& as to be 
forward inſtruments of his Luſts, were fo 
ftupified with the horrour of that _— 
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which yet was in their fight, and affrighted 
into a fv Ih patience , that though they 
abounded with indignation as well as grief 
for theloſs of theirLiberty, yet they feared 
the power andmultitude of their Enemies, fo 
that they diffembled their Paſſions, and de- 
ferred their revenge till a fitter aſon, think- 
ing it more fafe for the preſent rather to ex- 
pet” than provoke their fortune. Others 
preferred preſent peace and ſecurity to glo- 
rtous attempts with hazard. To ſecure and 
quiet theſe mens minds, he ſeverely forbad 
the murders and rapines of his party, asifhe 
would put an end to all injuries. For Iju- 
ries, though great , yet if perpetrated at once , 
and not every aq renewed, do les affright and 
offend the minds of men. Then to beget in 
them a credulity, that he would behave him- 
felf but asacommon Citizen, with modeſty 
and cryil gravity ufing that power which he 
had fo barbaroufly got, he compoſes himſelf 
ro all popular courſes : he ſpeaks familiarly 
to all.; ſome he cajoles with fairand fplendid 
hopes; others, whomhe judged. more fit for 
bafinets, and whoſe Slavery he might buy 
withprofit , he prefers to ſuch and ach pla- 
ces; and to moſt he uſcs proper AttraQtives, 
ſpecious un words, but void of any reality: 
In himſelf nothing appeared new or arro- 
gant. He forbore the uſe of a Crown (unleſs 
when he facrificed, which was as Prieſt, not 
th | as 


94 The Syracuſan Tyrant, Or, Libl. 
as a Prince) he, did nat take to himſelf a 
{elet Life-guard, either for Majeſty or Secu- 
rity ; nor did he affe& to make addreſles to, 
him difficult, nor delighted in the tedious at- 
tendance of Petitioners, which are the cere- 
monies of Greatneſs,and the pleaſures of wea- 
ker Tyrants. But appearing 1n all the ſhapes 
of Humanity, and preſenting theſe Pageants 
of Liberty, he bound the yoke of Slaver 
ſtronger. For while he neglected theſe 
ſhadows of Royalty, he laid a foundatian 
offolid Power. He diverted all his care to 
, regulate and augment the publick. Exche- 
 quer, all the Stores he furniſhed, and filled 

% Magazines with Arms and Ammunition, 
and increaſed the Navy. For he foreſaw his 
new ary nw; muſt expect Seditions at 
home, and Invalions from abroad : and if 
Fortune ſhould diſperſe them., yet would 
not his proviſions be fruitleſs, for with them 
he might make ſome additions to his Domi- 
nion, and when Slavery was faſtned at home, 
he might impoſe itabroad. Which he might 
eaſily promiſe to himſelf: for The firſ#'ſteps to 
Power are alwayes the moſt difficult ; but when 
once that is entred on, there will not be wanting 
wreans and inſtruments to increaſe and eſta- 


bliſh it. 


By theſe courſes did Agathocles endeayour 
todraw the minds of men. But to thoſe that 
 . ”_ anew 
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knew the Arts of Tyrants, theſe falſe Vertues 
were moreternible, becauſe they did but for 
a time ſuppreſs thoſe Vices which with more 
fury would afterwards break forth.For in ſo 
much pride and cruelty there can never be 
civility and gentleneſs without deſign. Ir is 
reckoned among the ſafer Artsof Tyrants,to- 
imitate a good and lawful Prince. But in e- 
very imitation there is ſomething which be- 
traies the violence upon nature, and diſco- 
vers it not to be genuine : ſo that notwith- 
ſtanding all the induſtry, a Tyrant's bloody 
thirſt, horrid luſts, and defires of Securit 
and Greatneſs, will make hinv break fort 
into ſuch praftices as will upbraid the falſe 
colours and ſhadows of Vertue, and they 
will ſoon recoil to actions anſwerable to his 
principles; as did Agathocles, who in a ſhort 
time diſcovered'to the whole world that he 
would not uft that power for the benefit of 
men, which with their ſo great ruines and 
miſeries he had acquired: 


While Agathocles was labouring to take 
root, the Syracuſan Fugitives in thoſe Cities 
of Sicily where they found Sanctuary, endea- 
youred his overthrow, and to ſtir up all S- 
cily againſt him. Some out of a deftre to re- 
turn to their native ſoil and Houſhold-gods, 
others to break the yoke under which their 
City groaned,. and ſome out of _— of 
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Agathocles's Fortune more than his wicked- 
neſs. Tt being an innate diſpleaſure in men, to 
behold the ſudden felicity of others, and to com- 
plain of the exceſs of their Fortune, whom they 
have Tow in the ſame level with themſelves. 
From theſe different principles every one 1n 
his place of refuge, but eſpecially at Agriger- 
tum, where their number was greateſt , en- 
deavoured by the Demagogues and moſt po- 
pular Citizens to perſwade. the Cities to a. 
War againſt the Tyrant. Theſe {till ſetting 
before the people in their Harangues, , the ne- 
ceſſity of preventing Agathocles with that war 
which they were undoubtedly to expect 
from his Ambition and Covetouſheſs; the - 
aſlurance of Victory from the weakneſs of 
his beginnings, and the freſh hatred of his 
horrid entrance ; the glory of the Enter- 
priſe , to ſubdue and extinguiſh fo great 
a Monſter, and reftore ſo many miſerable 
Exiles to their own Houſhold-gods ; the 
danger of the Example, if ſonear a wicked- 
neſs ſhould paſs unpuniſhed. By theſe Mo- 
tives they eaſily prevailed upon the people 
. to degree a War againſt the Tyrant. 


| But the greatneſs of the War made the 
andertaking ſlow, which loſt the advanta- 
ge that at firſt encouraged the enterprize. 
or doubting their ſingle ſtrength, they en- 
ered intoconfederacy with Gels and Meſſene 
to 


Lib. The Life of Agathocles. | ”7 
tothe ſame War: theſe Treaties ſpent time 
' in the managing, and the confidence that did. 
ariſe from their union did loſe more. Fer 
then, as not doubting the Victory, they fear- 
ed that if they ſhould make any one of their 
own Citizens General of their Army , he 
might after the overthrow of Agathocles fol- 
low his Example , and either make himſelf 
Tyrant, or razſe his own City above the reſt. 
Therefore they would ſend ſome of the Ex- 
tes to Sparte, to procure from that City a 
perſon fit to be General of all their Forces. 
For they ſuppoſed a Stranger would be more 
juſt and faithful in his truſt, not having the 
ſarnie intereſtsand parties that a Citizen _—_ 
have; and they hoped to find another 17- 
moles, or one that ſhould compoſe his con- 
dud after his Example. But the fortune of 
Sicily was not ſo benign, for inſtead of a De- 
hverer they received an effeminate and 1tu- 
pid Opprefſor, whofe Vices betrayed them 


into the Enemies power. 


. For the Agrigentine Agents coming to 
Sparta, they found Acrotatus the Son of Cle- 
omenes King of that City, who was very de- 
Grous and importunate for this Employ- 
ment. For having incurred the hatred of 
the Spartan Youth,: becauſe he oppoſed the 
Decree of the Senate to pardon all thoſe 
that had not ſtoutly behaved themſelves - 
the 


. 
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the war with Artipater, he was often aflault- 
ed by them , who conceived themfelves in- 
jured by his infolency, and was continually 
afraid, of their plots againſt him. He was 
therefore very ſollicitous for ſome foreign 
Employment , wherein by his abſence he 
might give vent to their paſſions, as if he had 
undergone a voluntary Baniſhment, - and by 
removing the object of their Hate, blot.out 


the remembrance oftheir Injuries. This man 


the Agents accept of, whom nothing but 
the Nobility of his family could commend, 
though his manners were extremely degene- 
rate from the Vertue of the Spartan Royal 
blood. He was infolent and high in his 
ſpeeches, but baſe and cowardly. in his adti- 
ons ;, defirous of fame , but neither skilful 
nor induſtrious to deſerve it ; prone to evil, 
andnot cunning to conceal it ; fierce and ſe- 
vere agamſt another's Vices, yet indulgent 
to himſelf in baſer luſts ; envious at the Glo- 
ry of another, as if it were his infamy , and 
yet a deſpiſer of his own credit. His hatred 
was heightned by the glorious memory of 
his Anceſtors. For the baſe Deſcendents of 
worthy Parents, beſides the common hate whic 
3s inſeparable from wickedneſs, are loaded with 
another, for that they have defamed the ſtock 
from which they ſprung, and tainted that blood 
which they received pure, This was the En- 
gine wherewith the S7cilians were to n_ 
1 
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Iſh the greatneſs of Agathocles; too looſe 
and weak a hand todethrone a daring, indii- 
ſtnious; and ſubtle Tyrant; and therefore pro- 
ved his advantage rather than his trouble, 


He having uridertaken the Employment 
Without the counſel of the Ephori, who were 
the Cenſors cf the Royal Family,in Sparta, 
with a f:-w Ships fails towards Siczly: but 
by an ominous Tempeſt he was forced into. 
the Adriatick Sea, near the Territories of 
the Apoloniates; where he trifles away. his 
time in compoling a peace betwixt them 
and Glaucias an [{yrizn King; that then did 
beſiege their City. From thence he fails to 
Tarentum, where to loſe tinie more precious 
than A Aid could be to the Sicil;- 
ans, by the credit of his Birth and Country 
he prevails wtth that City to enter into the 
Siciliay League; and to. fend twenty Ships 
againſt the Syracuſar Tyrant. And after fo 
much Joſs of time which was employed in: - 
theſe Treaties, he comes to Agrigentyn; where 
with much applauſe (as is uſual to. the glc- 
11ous Aﬀertors of Liberty ) and great ex- 
petation he did enter upon his Command. 
This expectation and opinion of the peo- 
ple (which wiſe men cſteem prejudicial to 
any employment 3 becauſe many can never 
correſpond fully unto it;men utually defiring 
more than can. be acquired, which dethin 
time 


this great Undertaker did labour to increa 
by his confident boaſts, that he would ſpee- 
dily ruine the Syracuſan Potter, and finiſh 
that juſt War. But they ſoon found how 
vain were his boaſts and their hopes. For 
they perceived how he neglected all the de- 
fireable opportunities of performing his 
truſt,and as if he were forgetful of his Enter- 
_u_ the Dignity of his Extract , and the 
Jonour of his City,” he did endeavour to 
ere a more heavy Tyranny than that which 
he was deſired to pull down. He was whol- 
ly debauched to every Luſt, and-as it were 
with the air, he had changed the Eaconian 
Temperance and Moderation (eminent Ver- 
euesin the higheſt fortune) into Laſciviouſ- 
neſs and Pride; more like a ſoft Perſian than 
an hardy Spartan ; abuſing the plenty and 
beauties of Sicily with his Luſts and Riots: 
by which profuſe courſes and by ſtealth, he 
alſo conſumed the common Treaſure for the 
War. Nor did he abſtam from blood and 
Mjuries, as if thoſe who had called him for 
Liberty , knew nothing of it beyond the 
empty Name. And to perpetuate his Ty- 
ranny, he reſolved to murder TI ng 
was the moſtlikely to head the Sicilian fury 
againſt him. . For he was the moſt eminent of 
the Syracuſan Exiles, and had often com- 
manded the Armies of his mm 
with 
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time turn to their diſhonour and _— 
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The Life of Agathocles. 3 
with honour and ſucceſs, being of the No» 
bleſs of that City, of a preſent courage and 
reſolution, not unacquainted with the arts 
and practiſes of Tyranny, therefore the more 
able to obſerve and oppoſe ſuch deſigns. 
The Spartan having no colour to make him 
fall by the ſword of Juſtice, nor daring to 
aſlault him: by open force, uſts the hackers 
reſles of a Tyrant, and invites him to a Feaſt; 
where when he had .diſarmed him by Wine 
and Gluttony , he cauſes him to be mur+ 
dered. q | 

The news of this Murder being divulged, 
the whole City was filled with uproar , and 
the Syracuſan Exiles, whoſe hopes ard for- 
tunes were built upon this War-, and -were 
therefore the moſt impatient at every diſap» 
pointment, were highly enraged at thedeath 
of Soſiſtratus ; whom the common Calamity 
had indeared to them , and from whoſe vas 
lour and conduct they .hoped for a more 
ſpeedy return home. Theſe tirſt aſlault A- 
crotatus , and by their example many more 
were drawnto the ſame attempt. So that the 
whole City being gathered together by this 
tumult, vote him out of his Ofhice and Com» 
mand; and to confirm their Decrecs , they 
aflault him with ſuch weapons as their pres 
{ent fury adminiſtred, as Stones, and the like, 
and dealt with him as a common Enemy ne- 
ver to be reconciled unto. For thyir offer- 
& 3 cen 
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cer are moſt hainows , who diſappoint the con- 
cerved hopes of a-ſoft and juſt Government, and 
the minds of men being fruſtrated in their 
reaſonable expeFancies of Good, are thereby 
the more implacable. Acrotatws ſeeing him- 
ſelf unequalto the peoples violence, 1-1 out 
of Agrigentum by night , and wit]. i-r omi- 
ny haſted to Sparta, leaving behind him a 
diſcontented City, and all his broken hopes 
of Tyranny, of which he was more defirous 
than capable. Forto impoſe Slavery npon x 
people without a force greater than their re- 
ſiſtance, requires a dexterous wit to manage 
af occurrences tothe preſent advantage, te- 
dious'arts and time to form a party, to' get 
ſome Fame of Valonr and Vertue, and to be 
eſteerhed tender of the People's Rights. O- 
therwiſe, though any one by the advantage 
of a” Fraft , may aflume a Principality and 
Tyranny , yet he cannot long hold it with- 
out ſuch foundations. And as things that 
ſuddenly ſpring and grow have the ſhal- 
lower rooting, ard ate ſooneſt pulled up; 
{> ſach ſudden Tyrants are eafily depoſed. 
Which was the fortune of Acrotatzs , who 
by riotmg and injuries would enjoy the 
pleaſures of Tyranny, before he had ac- 
quired the Power. None are more apt to at- 
tempt upon the Liberty of the people, than ſuch 
who are vitious and aebaucked; for they com- 
monly think Principality but a ſecurity of great 
d | rimes, 


'£.1b.1. The Life of Agathodles, Bs 
Crimes , yet none are leſs able to compaſs their 
Deſign. For he that will dare to attempt. that 
which no honeſt man will, muſt be able to da 
ſuch things which none but a prudent and ſtout 
man can perform. Cato's obſervation of.Ce- 
Jar, that he was the only ſober perſon that 
did endeavour the overthrow of the Com- 
monwealth, wasan Azgrryand fear of hisſuc- 
cels inthat deſign. Thoſe that are otherwiſe 
qualified, though they may diſquiet and ex- 
Pole their Cities to ruine by their ,vain at- 
tempts, yet can never eftabliſh themſelves in 
any Grandeur, nor meet with any other iſſue 
of their Deſigns than Deſtruction or Igno- 
miny, as this Spartan did. | 


This evilmanagement of Acrotatus was not 
unknownto Agathocles, and therefore-he pro- 
voked'them not to fight, but waits when his 
enemies would fall by their ownvices: where- 
in he was not deceived, for the Leaguewas 
ſoon broken, and the aflociated Cities divided 
their Army, and recalled their ;Forces. For 
Confederacies conſiſting of ſeveral Communities 
have ſeveral intereſts; and if they laſt ſo long 
till they have ſome proſperous ſucceſs, yet 
are they then broken by envy and jeulouſtes. 
But commonly the ff adverſe encounter 
immediately creates a fear that diſſolees 
them; and every one by private coun- 
ſels will endeavour to provide for their 
G own 
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own ſafety. Whence it comes to. paſs, that 
the Forces of many Confederates are leſs 
conſiderable, : though more numerous, than 
thoſe which one fingle Power is able to 
form and raiſe. And thus it happened with 
theſe Confederates : for the Tarentines re- 
called home their Ships; and the Sicilian Ci- 
ties not thriving in their firſt heat againſt 
the Tyrant , would no longer tempt their 
Fortune, but by the mediation of Amilcar, 
who wasable to force the Difſenters, and 
impoſe an Agreement, they conclude a Peace 
with the Syracuſan. The Carthaginian , not 
intending to diminiſh the Greatneſs of- Aga- 
thocles, as conceiving together with his 
power the envy and hatred of him would 
be increaſed, and ſo at laſt he would fall as 
an eaſie and rich prey to the Punick Empire, 
and thinking by” this Peace he might ſecure 
the rights of his own City without the ha- 
zards of War, concludes a Peace upon theſe 
« Articles: « That Heraclea, Selinus, and Hi- 
& mera, which were Greek Colonies, ſhould con- 
© tire as before under the Carthaginian Em- 
© piyez, that all the other Cities of Sicily 
<« ſhould be free , and live by their own Laws ; 
* 22d that Syracuſe ſhould have the chiefeſt dig- 


© nity and precedency among them. 


Thus this Tempeſt, that threatned the ru- 
inc of the new Tyrant , being ſo proſpe- 
Nr A ; ..., - * pouly 
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rouſly. calmed , proved: like thoſ& winds 
"which, if they are not violent' enough to 
throw down, . do advantage Trees , by ſha- 
.king them to a greater faſtneſs at the root. 
For it ſettled Agathocles upon his foundati- 
Ons 3 becauſe it having alarmed him to pro- 
vide all the means of Safety, by ſo neceflary 
an induſtry he was ;enabled for any enter- 
priſe. He had gotten together ,. belides his 
*Confederates and the-Citzzens of Syracuſe, a 
choice Army of Mercenaries , conſiſting of 
thirty thouſand Foot', and three thouſand 
five hundred Horſe, and had 'ftored himſelf 
with all kind of Arms. Theſe Forces, being 
now no longer necellary for Defence, he 
2was reſolved, according to the Inſtitutes of 
Tyranny, toemploy in faſtninghis Dominion 
at home, and increaſing it abroad, by inva- 
ding all the neighbouringandleſs potent Ci- 
'ties: for if he conld bind his yoke upon all 
the Cities about him, he ſhould remove Li- 
berty out of the ken, and fo our of the _— 
of Syracuſe : beſides, he ſhould increaſe hi 

Revenues and Forces againſt another ſtorm 
awhich he foreſaw was coming from Carthage. 
For from thence he had received' intelli- 
grnes that Amilcar's peaceful counts were 


branded with finiſter interpretations; | 
although the Senate did not dare publick 
to condemn him while he was in 


yet hadthey paſled their Sentences againſt 
G 4 him, 
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him, d themup in their Urn, not to 
. bepublickly recited till he returned to a pri- 
. vate conditiqn. Agathocles therefore eaſily 
concludes what their intentions muſt needs be 


towards himſelf; and therefore to ſtrengthen 


him(elfagainſt their invaſion, he endeavours 


toprevent themin the acquiſition of as much. 


of Sicily as hecould , not defpairing in time 
to graſp the Empire of the whole Ifland, 
if not by his own valour, yet he ſhould 
' have-no ſmall advantage from his Enemies 
vices, who he ſaw. could not he unanimous 
- In their common defence, and when they 
faught ſingly far Liberty, they would at laſt 
" allbe Slayes. | 
To proſccute this reſolution, asalſo to buſic 
_ his own vaſlals in reſiſting provoked Fo- 
_ reiners,and that they might yent thoſe paſſions 


on ſonje common enemy which elſe would 


ſwell. againſt him, he ſets upon, and eaſily 
maſters all his weaker neighbours, . and ve- 
_xe$'them with his opprefiions. For 4 Ty- 
rant like that other judgment of incenſed Hea- 
ven, a contagious Peſtilence , which ſtill infetts 


| ang eads it ſelf upon all that are near unto 


it. Having brought theſe lefler Cities un- 
der hisobedience, his next deſign was againſt 
Mefſene, which had refuſed to be conclu- 

d 1n the former Peace betwixt Agathocles 
and. the other Sicilians , and did ſtill re- 
| tan 
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tait herjuft hatred'of the Tyrant, and there- | 

fore was become a Sanfuary for the Syracu- 
ſan Exiles. To deprive them therefore of _ 
thisharbour, and to make the Meſſenians re- 


pent even of their pity to the miſerable, he 
was reſolved to make them as miſerable as 
their Gueſts. To this end he ſends Paſtphilus, 
one of his Captains with a conſiderable par- 
ty, ard ſecret inſtrudtions, to invade the ter- 
ritories of Meſſene , not uſing any publick 
Declaration of Hoſtility, leſt he ſhould give 
them time toprepare for their defence, or lei- 
fare toconſult of honeſt means ta ſatisfie his 
unjuſt anger, for he ſought not Peace with 
them, but their ruine; nor cared he for their 
Friendſhip, butintended their Slavery. Paſs- 
philas, according to his Commands, unexpett- 


edly falls upon their Country, ſurprizes ma- 


ny of their Citizens, waſtes and plunders all 
their Villages, and Ftting forth all his a&1- 


ons with every advantage of terrour, he 


affrights the Meſſerians to a Treaty, which 
under-hand he offered to them by ſome of 
his Priſoners. When they came to treat, he 
remonſtrates unto them , that the cauſe of 
the War was their harbouring his Maſter's 
implacable Enemies, the Syracuſar Banditi; 
and declares, that as they were unequal 
to his Prince as to the proſecution of the 
War, and ſo were ta fear 'the moſt dan- 
ger , ſo ſhould they loſe nothing by his A- 
Ft mity, 
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mity., if they were diſpþqſed: to peace.; that 
they were evil Counſellors.to their Commans 
wealth, who adviſed them to a Confederacy 
_ the deſpicable enemies: of fo potent a 
rince. ory "jp oct = 


The Meſeriaxs ' confidering the preſent 
terrors and theit own weakneſs, more. than 
the faith of him with whom they had to do, 
and hoping by this overture to:end a dange- 
rous war without any hazard to themſebves, 
did immediately decree, that all the Syracu- 
fan: Exiles ſhould forfake their City:, and 


then they ſet open their Gates to receive | 4- - 


athocles, who was now come to them with 
| £3 Army. The Tyrant at his firſt entrance 
covered his inhumane purpoſes with a crafty 
modeſty; and as if he bad do Arms to force 
his deſires, by all eeming humanity perſivades 
them to repeal all thoſe publick Ads and De- 
crees whereby they had baniſhed certain of 
cheir lewdeſt Citizens for notorious Crimes, 
and which werenow in his Army, the refu 
of every villain. Which when they had done, 
..and received them in, who would be like a 
Garriſon to ſubjet them to the Tyrant, he 
preſently ſends for all ſuch whom he knew, 
there and at Tanromeninm, to be les patient 
of Slavery, and had formerly expreſied their 
hatred of him; all which , being about ſix 
hundred, he immediately flew : fur foreſee- 
ing 


ia tas Wok 


ing the War he ſhould have 
girians , he reſolved to deſtroy whomivever 


he could not truſt. 
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Thus the Meſerians too late found that 
there was no Humanity or Equity to beex- . 
pected from a Tyrant, and when it was in 
vain bewailed their cruel folly indrivingout 
the Syracuſan Exiles, who would have been 
an obſtinate and impregnable guard againſt 
the Forces of their Enemy 3 as alſo that they 
had betrayed their beſt and ſtouteſt Citizens 


(for only ſuch hatea Tyrant) and,which did 


moſt of allupbraid-their weakneſs, that they 
had by their own votes put themſelvesunder 
the baſcſt and vileſt Miniſters of Slavery, their 
condemned and profligate Baditi. But now 
nothing was left but ſhame and indignation 
at theirown Credulity and the Tyrants baſe- 
neſs, who was not at all aſhamed that by ſuch 
unworthy arts he had compaſled his deſign. 
For Tyrants that ſeek after Power, and not 
Glory, that thirſt for Blood more than anho- 
neſt- Fame , refuſe not the moſt wicked, *if 
they be alſo compendious wayes to attain 
their ends. Whereas Generous Spirits had 
rather maintain their. Greatneſs by Juſtice, 
and eſteem that the moſt evident teſtimon 

of Valour and Power to be at once bot! 

Great and Good, and not by mjuries to 
aſcend to Superiority. The Romans denied 
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atriumph to thoſe their Confils, who to over- 


throw theirEnemics had polluted their Arms 


with _ and wicked arts, and never ac- 
counted that a Victory which was infamous. 
Frriathns, they conceived ,. fell with more 
| honour'thanche that fimſhed the War with 
buying his life , and hired his Servants 
to:his murder : for he ſeemed to upbraid 


the Roman weakneſs, that could not over- - 


comeaSpanyſhThick by noble wayes. And as 
they hated the unworthy wayes'of Poylon 
and Treaſon to finiſh a War; ſo while they 
were uncorrupted in their Diſcipline, they 
Were res we. (crupulous in the beginnin 

of any: for they neyer ſent forth their Ar- 
mics ti] they had ſought for juſtice in the 
tracts of Peace, and after the publick -pro- 


mulgation of theirintent. Such allo wasthe 


Integrity of the Acheans , before they had 
fore-warned the Enemy to a Defence. Ma- 
claavel commends the 11mplicity of the anci- 


ent Florentines, that enterpriſed no hoſtility 
on their Neighbours, till the had by ring- 
inga Bell for the ſpace of a whole month ad- 
momtſhed'their Enemy to a peaceable ſatisfa- 
con, ora hrave refiſtance. But every Tyrant 
caidss bis War egbens , if wats the lapſe, 5b 
in the management; and more like Thieves thin 
Princes , aim onely to decerve, not to conquer 
their Enemieg. Oe. | 
| A ga- 
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athocles being thus ſucceſsfully wicked ar 
Meſſene,deligns Agrigentumfar his next prey , 
his falſe Ambition not ſuffermg him to con- 
tinue that peace which his necetlity had for- 
ced himto make with'them.But the Carthagi- 
naian Fleet, conſiſting of fixty Sail of Jhips, 
hovering uponthe Coaſts of Sicily , diverted 
his Arms from revenge, for the Carthaginiaz 
territories,, whoſe Coonies he waſted with 
fire and ford, took'ſotne of their Garriſons 
by force, and others were delivered upon 
compoſition. This hoſtility betwixt Carthage 
and Syraruſe made Dinocrates (wholince So- = 
| wore eath' was become the Chief of the 
yrecuſan Exiles) and the other Confede- 
rates, hope for the afliftance of the Punick 
Arms againſt this reſtteſs Tyrant. To. them 
therefore they ſent an Embaſly with bitter 
complaints againſt Amitcar , and invectives 
againſt Agathocles. The laſt they fet forth as 
a mercileſs, perjured , and bloody Tyrant. 
The other they accuſed as a Traitor , taat 
by fecret compaCt had delivered up the lives 
and fortunes of the Carthaginian friends 1n- 
to the hands of a moft cruel Enemy : and 
that as the earneſt of this treachery,Syracuſe, 
apotent and rich City, an emulous conten- 
der with Carthage for the Empire of Sicily, 
was firſt betrayed into his handsz and un- 
der 'the name of Peace many other Con-+ 
federate Cities had ſince been expoſed to his 
Yap I0cs. 
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rapines. If therefore that mighty Commoſ- 
wealth and wiſe, Senate ſhould not be more 
vigorous'to puniſh their ereacherous' Ser- 
vant, and to: quench the 'Tyrant's thirſt: of 
Empire with his own 'blood,. they would 
on feel in Africk the diſmal effects of their 
_ heglectof Sicily. SED 


. "This Embaſlie enraged Carthage, and they 
were more keenly reſolved. to make' Amilcar 
fatiate their.anger with an.ignominious pu- 
niſhment. But..cither by a -natural or a'vo- 
luntary death he. prevented the unjuſt fury 
ofhis own Citizens, who had condenined him 
before he could plead his innocency. So bars 
baroufly ungratefulare moſt Commonwealths 
to- their chicfeſt - Servants; who if they: 
thrive abroad, are ruined at home by Jealous 
fie and Envy 5: if they are not ſucceſ:ful,” ther 
the Capricioes of Fortune are. accounted the 
miſcarriagesof their Generals , and their un+ 
happineſlesefteemed for Crimes. None were 
more infamous in this way. of Cruelty than 
the Carthaginians, who often expiated the 
diſhonour- of their Overthrow with their 
* 4ur:vi&. d Commander's head. - Therefore 
Virk lluftr. * Apmibal , thit commanded. the 
Navy in their firſt Rowan War, being: bea- 
ten, and loſing his Navy, makes haſte to Car- 
thage, to prevent any. other Meſlenger of his 
Misfortune, and in the Senate declares avPly 

| tne 


St _ 


bD — The Lifeof Agathodtes os 1 
the ſtate ofhis'andthe EnemiesForcesasthey -_ WW 
were before the: fight', and inquires whag 
they; would command to be done : they aff 
ered out , be ſhould fight. I heve (faith he) 
and ambeaten 5 and to eſtaped the puniſh- 
meritof the Croſs.:* But this Amikar was ej- 
ther a ofa ſlaggiſh ſoul; and fo veiled 
his:Cowardiſe under the name of Peace, and 
Y || vainly thought 'that/ ſpecious 'riame would 
r | pleaſe a peopletthat made War for Gain ; or 
Elſe of morefine Counſels than reſolute Aqi- 
on, and thought the diſcovery of his Myſte- 
ries would juſtifie his Pradtices, that he ha4 
laid” his Deſigns ſo deep, that in time they 
would cafily undermineall the Power of the 
Syracuſan Potter ,iwithout the colt' and ha 
_ of the Punick Blood we Treaſure. ' But 
,ounſels too finely ſpun are eaſily broken, and [a 
_—_— war ann ret: not with: the imp 7 
ence of the Vulgar; ta whom ſpeedy Undertakings 
fee alwayes moſt Heroick.z and: flow, yet ſure 
Pradices are interpreted by them as the motions 
of falſe or baſe ſpirits.” Or elle -Amilcar migh 
be' too conſcious that his covetous ſoul hag 
beencorrupted with the Bribes and Promiſes 
of Agathocles,'a vice which Ariſtotle taxes int 
the Carthaginian Government, and therefore 
negledted the careof an Apology, which too 
evident Crimes did render vain, and a con» 
tempt of death unneceſſary, And thus fell 
Amilcar. | | 
| Dine 
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Dinocrates with the other Exiles waited 
notgdly for the effe&t of their Embaſhe and 
the Carthaginian Preparations ; which: they 
w would be ſlow, but were very ative 

or their own reſtitution. And therefore he. 

ſent forth a party under the Comniand:of 
Nymphodorus to Centorippa, a Garriſon: of 4- 
gathocles , where he held a correſpondence 
with ſome of the City, who promiſed to de- 
liver up the town to him upon condition of 


reſtoring their Liberty. The Governour 


had diſcovered the plot; yet ſuffers Nympho- 
dorxs to enter the town by night; where he 
cuts him off with his whole party. Apathotles 
wasnot more glad for the defeat of the Ex- 
ies, than for the opportunity he now had 
to ſeize upon. the wealth of the Citizens; as 
ring ingaged in a Conſpiracy againſt him, 
which he greedily takes from them with 
their lives, as being too great lovers of Li- 
berty to breath in the fame air with a Ty- 
rant. Thisloſs broke not the courage of Di-. 
zocrates, but he having yet about three thou- 
fand Foot, and not leſs than two thouſand 
Horſe, poſleſles himſelf of Calaria, whither 
he wasinvited by a party of the City ;. where 
immediately he drives out the Faction that 
was for Agathocles , and incamps before the 
Town. The Tyrant upon the firft intelli- 
gence, ſent Paſphilus and Demophilus with a 
party of five thouſand againſt him. Theſe - 
inga- 


ingaging with the Exiles commanded by Dj- 
vocrates and Philonides, who led the ſeveral 
Wings of their Army;the victoty wasfor ſome 
time doubtful : but at laſt: the Tyxant's'fors 
tuneprevailed, for Philowides being (lain; and 
his wing routed, Dizocrates was forced to. re- 
treat; Paſgphilus in the purſuit kills many of 
theEnemy.,and recoversCalaria. Where, like 
hisMaſter'sfervant, he omitted no aftof crus 
elty and extortion upon the miſerable Citi- 
zens.' > For the Miniſters of a Dyrant: art edu- 
cated by Bins to the nature of Maſtives, that they 
fhonld only fawn upon hint that feeds their, and be 
cruel and bloody to every owe elſe. Proud with 
this victory ;: Agathocles haſtens with: all the 
Forces he could make to fight the Carthagi- 
2iansthiat were drawnout into the field; and 
hadencamped onthe hill Ecmome. But the A» 
fricansxefaling the battel, asexpecting more 
ſaccours; he returns in Triumph to: Syracuſe, 
as 'bempg: the confeſſed Maſter of the Field, 
and with the Spoils - he had taken from the 
two wretched Cities, ;he doth adorn, the beſt 
of his Ships. EE "bepaet 


; Thus ſycceſs waited upon the {word of A- 
gathocles; his deſigns being ſtill crowned with 
an if]ue;greater-than his hopes, as if Fortune 
no lefs than Syracuſe: were becotne his Slave, 
Had: that flaviſh and; prodigiouz Flattery- 
been then invented, which our Ah ht . 

car 
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g6 
heard pratifed to a profperous wickedne5 


he had been called the oved Darling of 


the Gods, and his Creatures would have per- 
faded the miſerable Sicthans , that Heaven 
—_ thisfucceſs ſealedia*Grant of what. by 


and: Perjut jury hehad preufurped:': But: 


this was too groſs a /Cheat to: be impoſed 


Even uport the 1 ing Greeks , and flattering. 
Sicthans + who: NS or they ſhould: have 


wanted ſomuch light, as n_ fulty' diſcover 


that the Patronage of Iniquity was iricompa- 


tiblewith*a Deity 5 yet comimon-Ob&rvati- 

on afforded them moſt clear Evidences)\ that 
Adverſity and Profperity do- not conſtitute 
the differences of Good "ind Bad; atid that 


themoſtuninterrupted Succeſscannot calcine 
a wicked ACion to- the- purity -of :Vertue;. 


whichisthe trueand properobject of thelove 
of Heaven: ſo that it would have tbeen an 
attempt to underminealHoneſty, and-roqt 
out Religion, toatttibate-the love of a:Dei- 


ty, whichis the fewardand ornament dune _ 


Juſtice viiely, to __—_ ons, though _— 

ver ſo proſperons. Beſides, they daily Gow, 
that preſent Succeſſes are never ite ed by 
the Supreme Guider of the World; to be as 
Hoſtages to ſecure thoſe which receive them 
6f a'perpetual Felicity. So that neither his 
Love, nor his Laws of Right and: Hires. 
could be read or ititerpreted by the 

able and unſteady light which. is | 
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eE their- Prince's love. {houlc 
TY, object of; HiSEnv'y, hav | 
fore profetled 3 faticty un receiving; Al 
fered to reſign what they Kare 
not keep." So ſomeof thoſe that cheat. 
the viciſſitudes of humane Afairs; have been 
ſ>far front interpreting their ſudden and vio- 
tent Proſperity-for theevidence of theaffeti- 
on of Heaven, that they have doubted, whe- 
ther by it they were marked out for the 
mockeries of Fortune, and that they were 
raiſed to ſuch an height, from whence there 
was no deſcent but by a Precipice. Some 
therefore have laboured. to prevent their 
Fortune; and leave her before they were left 
Hythe x her, and contemined her Embraces, that 
&y might not be ſenſible of her Strokes. 
Others have thought to offer to their eyil 
Genius, and by a voluntary of or difſembled - 
misfortune to fatisfie their more adverſe deſtis 
nies. - Thus the Samian Tyratit with the loſs 
of his Ring would have bribed his Fortune 
to no more diſinal change. And Angnſtwe + 
H 2 bounded 


V 98 TheSymcuſan Tyrant&ie. Libil: 


JOU ic ed the Roman Greatneſs , for fear of 
xtovoking its Overthrow ; and to divert 
the Envy of his Thundering Jupiter, did dif 
ſt a Poverty , and yearly beg. But 4- 


ele. ent with his preſent ſuc- 
,:and promiſed ta himſelf. more painful 
Fir of his wickedneſs than he bad as as yet 
received. But Fortune that had thus far 
flattered him, did nctined forſake him, 


of his deſigns 


and. tfovertd the hatefu 
a a deſperate ſtate. 
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HE Carthagiian War. Amilcar+tbe 
Son of Gilgo choſen General, who by bis 
miſe condut# reftores and heals the" loſſes of his 
ſhipmwreckt Army, and raiſes np the hopes of the 
Sicilians to be delivered from Agathocles," who 
had ſurpriſed Gela, and murdered the Citizens, 
and afterwards fighting Amilcar is overthrown. 
His Connfel of transferring the War into Africk. 
His preparations for that Deſign. The Diffi- 
culties of getting forth of the Haven. An E- . 
clipſe frights bis Army , which he dexterouſly in- 
terprets: gets ſaſe to the ſhore of Africk, where 
he burns his Ships. The Panick Fleet gather 
wp the Beaks of his Veſſels, and ſend them. with 
the News to Carthage, which before was terri- 
fied weth the aff righted relations of the Africans. 
They chuſe two Generals to oppoſe the Sicilians. 
The Reaſon of ſuch a Choice. They fieht Aga- 
thocles, and. are oterlhronn:, The Carthagi- 
mans refer their Loſs to their angry Gods, whom 
they endeavour to appeaſe ; ſend for Aid from 
Amilcar, who in vain beſieges and aſſaults Sy- 
| -."" WY racuſe, 
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 racufe when the News came of the Tyrant's Vi- 
Fory. Who wins mote pon the Carthagimans, 
while Amilcar intending. to ſtorm Syracuſe is 
taken and kill'd. is baffied Army divides, 
arg} the! Agiigfntifes dſfyre #t the erppire” of 
theTſlanf. The Tyrant's Army dangerouſly nm- 
tinies, which he ludhgly an. and turns their 
firs upon the Enemy, whom he ao from and 
beats in Numidia. He invites Ophellas to the 
War, dnd 'baſely murders him. Bomilear at- 


wo" the Tyranny at Carthage wiſcarries, 
#nd 4 cucified. Agathocles aſſurpes the title 
of a\Kimg, and maſters ihe Uticenſes by att 
exkuraxe Stratagew. OOO ID 
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:Or, the LIFE of 


AG.A\THOCLES 


—_ 


LIB. 11. 


m2 HE Carthaginians about this 
WEZG /E p. timeawakened withthe daily 
"x. information of Aeathocles. fac- 
Y9= ceſs, decreed to proſecute 
© REY -their War in Sicily moreſeri- 

7 #.W .X>*® oufly, and to be more intent 
4upon that Glory and Intereſt whichthey had 
oe fo long neglected. For they gave no 
-heed to theſad relations and Embaſſies of the 
FSyracuſan Banditi , becauſe they knew ſuch 
:mens-hopes and defirestoreturn home made 
them believe and relate things far from 
truth: nor did they value the faith of Ex- 
Yes, becauſefuch when they find other wayes 
of reſtitution to their Country, do betray 
the intereſt of thaſe whom they have before 
excited to it, and fo render all thoſe perils 
-and charges fruitleſs, v/hich were at firſt un- 
5 | " 0 4 dertaken 
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dertaken for their ſakes, and upon their 
promiſes. But when Agathocles had Grough 
their negle& prevailed fo far , as that he 
could now light their power and deſpiſe 
their Forces, they were more ſollicitous. to 
provide for that War. They make Amilcar 
the Son of Giſeo, one -of their moſt eminent 
Citizens, their General, a perſon of a well 
tetapered courage , jn whom the ſtoutneſs 
of a Souldier was mixed with the wiſdom 
that was requifite for a Commander. He 
had been ſeldom unfortunate, but alwayes 
faithful , of Candour enough to reconcile 
and aſſure a doubtful friend , and. of ſufh- 
cient reſolution to force an obſtinate Ene- 
my. They allow him for this Expedition 
an hundred and thirty Gallics for Service, 
and ſend with him two thouſand of theyr 
own Citizens, among whom were many of 
their Nobleſs, ten thouſand Libyars , one 
thouſand T{car Mercenaries , one thouſand 
Slingers of the Iflands called Baleares, two 
thouſand Chariots, with ſuch a proportt- 
onof Money, Arms, and Corn, as was thought 
convenient for the Deſign. The greatneſs 
of their Army did almoſt. aſcertain them of 
Victory, and therefore they looſed from the 
Haven with that alacrity and jollity, as if they 
went to ſpoil Sicily, and not to conguer it. 
But thispower that ſeemed ſo terrible to the 
Greeks, became the mockery of the winds: 
| For 
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For in a ſudden 'Tempeſt they loſt ſixty of 
their Gallies, two. hundred velſlels that car- 
ried theProviſions, many of their Noblity,. 
anda great number of their leſs confiderable 
Souldiers. Fhis News coming to Carthage, 
cauſed a'publick mourning, which they were 
uſed to expreſs by hanging their City walls 
with Blacks. 


The remains of thisShipwreckt Fleet wea- 
thered out theStorm, and with much difficul- 
ty got into Sicily : where Amilcar by his good 
condu@& and dexterous management did in 
ſome ſort corre& the malignity of their for- 
tune: for comforting and chearing up their 
ſpirits that had eſcaped the wreck, he takes 
ito pay all the mercenary ſoldiers that he 
could meet with in the Ifland , then-out 
of every City under the Carthaginian Do- 
minion he colle&s the choiceſt Youth: all 
which'he joins with thoſe Forces of his City 
that were there before incamped, and enlar- 
ges their Camp in theſame place, having pro- 
videdall other things neceſſary for the War. 
Bythis his exceeding diligence, and the fame 
of a fortunate and ſtout Commander, he 
ſoon raiſed the hopes of his Confederates , 
{truck a terrour into his Enemies, and in- 
ſpired courage into his own Army , which 
now conliſted of 'Forty Thouſand Foot, 
and five Thouſand Horſe, (6 that Carthage 

was 
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as ance Endble of the 16ſs at Sea! Sochrave 
Commanders do by wife, counſels, as by reme- 
ces, heal the wannds which their Te- 
ceive fraw Fortune. And: A d 
by the Storm to have only preſented to A4- 
2uilcar \awi opportunity 'to;'Glory., that ' his 


Fins. Vertnes might appear in adverſe acci- 


Pk the other fide Agathocles was not fo 
much tro Jed at theſe great preparations 
of the Focny, though they _ far exceed 
tus Forces, as at the conſtience of his own 
Perfidiouſneſs, which: Examples he feared 
on grorene an imitation in his own val(- 

or he ſaſpetted the pevolt of moſtof 
res Fen he had n'd, that theybe- 
ſecured to-him by no ſtranger a bond of 
GS etionchan a Fearof his Cruelty,: which 
15:but an ul Miſtreſs of Obedience-, 'would 
ſon ſurrender. themſelves up to the Cartha- 
gizians , and that the injured Cities would 
embrace this 0 rtunity of revenge, and 
combine with the Enemy. His greateſt ſol- 
heitude was to: Gcure Gela, of which he _ 
moſt jealous, and which was likelieſt ts 
the -farſt example of a Revolt, and: might 
molt ſecurely do it, the Africans bei 
camped within their Territories: the 
loſs of twenty af his Ships-together with all 
their Lading, being taken by the _ 
t 
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that Harbour, increaſed his fears, -and; made 
bimmorc- ollzcitous to ſecure that City bya 
Garriſon, This he did not dare openly to 
attempt, leſt the Geloarrs , who wat an 
opportunity to: honeſt their Revolt, ſhould 
take.this advantage of delivering themſelves 
upto the Corthaginians, which would be of 
preat loſs to him, and emolument to his E- 
nemies. He therefore attempts them by Stra- 
tagem. Some of his moſt daring : Soldiers 
be habits as Peaſants and Pedlers, that ſeem- 
_ ed to mind no buſineſs leſs than a Surprize: 
theſe he ſends into the Town by 7 Newry? 
wayes and ſmall companies, with their Arms 
concealed as coming to traffick , and conti- 
nues the ſupply of them, till he conceived 
them equal to the Cities ſtrength, and able 
to-ſecure the Gates for his entrance. Aﬀeer 
them be foalows with his whole Army, and 
entring without any refiſtance, he preſently 
fimmons; the people, and ina fierceandſhort 
ſpeech charges them , © of contraiting with 
< the old Enemy, for the Slavery of all the good 
< people of Sicily. Then, not'to/ give them 
time to prove their Innocence, (for it was, 
. Not their Faith he defired, but their Money 
and #heir Town) he unmediately gives order 
to his Spldiers:toflay.the wealthielt Geloans, 
which were abovefour thouſand, and makes 
a Proclamation, that whoſoever had Money 
. or Plate, and did not immediately begs 
OY —_ 
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Forth tochim, ſhould ſiffer the tertures that 
were:due to the Betrayers of their Country. 
This Slaughter and Terrours' furniſh'd: the 
Tyrant with a vaſt ſum of Money ,” but a 

reater Hatred: for though by theſe' wayes 
| Ann” all his Vaſlals, yet this was but a 
weak ſecurity for their Allegiance, the'Sitz- 
l;ans being rather overcome than ſubdued ; 
and it is ealjer to make Subjefts than to keep theme. 
Mem may ſubmit to the force of Arms, but they 
will never obey but a juſt Power. Agathocles 
himſelfalſo did doubt the effects of this eru- 
elty 5 therefore that the number of the flain 
might not be known, he buries the dead bo- 
dicsin the Town-ditch, 


Leaving a Garrifon in Gela, he marches 
towards the Enemy, who had encamped on 
the full Ecnome , or the wicked bill; tor the 
Tyrant Phalaris having formerly there kept 
his Engine of Torment, the brazen Bull, he 
had madethe placeinfamous by his Cruelty; 
Which did now ſeem to expiate the ignomi- 
ny, by affording ground to thoſe that were 
ready to puniſh a bloodier Villain than he 
that firſt diſhonoured it. Over againſt them 
on another hill, that had alſo been a Fortift- 
cation of Phalaris, did Agathocles pitch his 
Tent. Betwixt both Armies ran the River 
Himera , which either uſed for their De- 
fence, while they forbore fighting, which 


was 


was for ſome "time, becauſe the place had 
ſtruck a terrour into both parties ; for at 
that time there was a Tradition of an anci- 
ent Prophecy ,” that i» that place there ſhoul# 
fell a great mumber of men in battel: + and the 
Predidtion'nor being ſo clear as to diſcover 
on- which ſide” the Tok ſhould be, both Ar- 
miles were ſuſpicious of their fortune ,' and 
not daring” tn a full body to paſs the River, 
their Superſtition and fear kept them from'in- 
S281Ng- "Fa lg | 


'At length this accident drew thenrforth. 
The Libyans (whoſe valour is wholly out'of 
themſelves, and their confidence in the 
fwiftneſs of their Horſes) did: uſually paſs 
the River to forage in the' Enemies quar- 
ters. Agathocles , not to he idle, nor b& 
tray any fear by his quierneſs, was tenipted 
to thelike, and th re ſends a upon 
the fame deſign! into the Prnick quarters: 
theſe having” do 


done their — _— 
ing heavy with Booty, a patty of the Car- 
Mintans Hued hoe. of Heir, Trenches to 
recover the'Spoil. This the Syracuſan had 
foreſeen, and therefore had laid an Ambuſh 
near the River, who , when the Africans 
were eager in'the purſtut;/atid had inconfide- 
rately paſſed the River, ſaddenly affaulted 
them, and chaſed them back” to their own 
- Trenches. - Agathocles, who had ſeen all the 
+a: ation, 


Baa + . 5 £52 ths l Y 
a Rs -* = LE YIS - > ” "OI" ? : 
4 4 . 77 TS  -* EIS 2 0 AE eb LOS Co A he Rae 4 Pn ne EI 
A $ - : -£ Z - LES e057 Is; us Be COIN * b le. w_ OM ATAESS? #4 = — IV INE Sto £2. i £3 
+ : 6 , #45 Ms a Tt od 97s 4 - Bas K 3” he at ads DO. x "0", "IF 
+ We , \ $$. 05 p 
Pu ” - , _ - &- * - « 
® * « 4 - d : Ws . : ad WV , «d by pyys 
2 oy 2 $2 vy ES — ALS EOS 
; : 0 es. EF 
-” I 
: r . . 


a4 + a>} KL Heron 1 'Y" 82 8 k, 
MORT” - Nee. 46 w; LEY Goh, an a # WI 
Wa OMA ASS, GELS #4 EO We oe Pa 
+; "op 9 © Ny 
© : 
4 
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—_ = thay hs 4 


NY's draw 
agar pa to aſſault them wigh- 
rg EO hg __ ;do1 


cod agg dyes 
co Bi (asit. is 
uſual inſadden aſſaults) _ ing themſelves 
in that place and order which Fortune and 
their Courage did preſent E they ſtoutly ey- 
deavoured-to avoid- the ignominy. of being 
beaten within:their own Defgnees.. But the 


Greeks as eagerly follawed. thei ne he 
a "am ar 


quidkened withthe hope of the 
with this one Conflict .- $0, ahar the 
rage and. number | ſti]Þ incre 
Camp.z;ard..the Africens Had | "her 
ewndiforders lofing grounds, 5 
far from Viſtory, 5 El ey 
in good order-oppoſed __— £A 
Ties of the Bulearich, ang, #--- 
Soon aboye the weight « 
exattat;theſcqpe which-they int 
their onely-weapon ;.and the; 
nual practice from their infancy ). -/.;;-; 
ſach a ſhowy of Stones -uponthe Greek, . .r, 
forced themts quit their at and: 
% 


by the 4fribars firewed all the way withtheir 
Himera, and thet with-.as certain; death as 
that they fearedfroth the ſword of their Ene- 
niics> hor thirſty through. rage 'and.toil-of 
the Battel; which happened-to bear noon in 
the #95 An 7 {> greedily of the | 
bratkiſh-water ,;that they immediately fell 
down-tlead; and they were not fewer who 
were fotnd dead without any wounds all a- 
long:the banksof the River, than thoſe thac 
were watinded/and {lain in the rout, Agatho- 
cles having loſt above! feyen thouſand, and 
the Carthagirians. but five hundred. Thus 
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Providence -did- as itwere Strive by. reite- 
rated ſtrokes'to curb the: preſent inſolence 
of this inhumane Tyrant.” Firſt, by ſnarch- 
ing the victory alnioſt'out of his poſitſſion,in 
Ny  bringmg ed force 


: upon ſuch uncertain moments 


| does wy of Battels and the fate of 


DS nd. Andſecondly; he:did-in- 
e the wy and deſtroy the hopes of a ſe- 
cond” attempt , by cutting-off thoſe whoſe 
unwounded bodies = ve renewed hy 


fight- 


- Aeathocles himſelf, fave for a longer 
plague t&' mankind,” eſcaped to his' Tents, 
where gathering up the pieces: of his broker 
Army, 'he / burns: his Cattip,' and: haſtens'to 


/ 


.Gela, but cavſed a report to be raiſed that he 
Was fled to Syracuſe-:'' this afforded 'himan 


ſome ſmiallrevengeuponthree 


| undies: xaos A [fricans, who being informed by 


the Priſoners tht the! Tyrant was retreated 


to Syrachſe, ſecurely entred into/Gelz,:as ſi. 


ctingnoEnemy init 3/ but they found him 


and their deſtruction there together, He had 


not ſhut himſelf up there becauſe keicould 


not get to Syracuſe, but upon deſign toidraw 


the Carthaginians to befiege that places that 


_ hemight'gain timeto fortifie and vittual Sy+ 
recuſe for thefuture events of the wan.) But 


Amilcar 


| Amilcar,” that. at firſt had thought ;t6 have 
lain down before Gela , hearing it was well 


: mann'd and ſufficiently ſtored to endure a 
| tedious Siege, changed his reſolutions, and 
applies hiniſelf to take in thoſe other: Ts 

which now courted -him for by + ms 
|; Camarina ; Leontinm, Catana , and Tan- 
: romemium ; upon the firſt news of the Vi- 


Gory gave themſelves up to the Carthaginis 
an r Lore A few _w after, ene, 
Abacemine , and many other Cities ſabmi 
ted to Amilcar, who: courteouſly treating 
all, and impoſing. eafie conditions, ; *made 
them'prefer the Pwrick, a noble; though a 
foreign, Bondage , to the ignominious ſer- 
yice. of an abje&. Potter : .and generally 
through the whole Ifland the Overthraw 
of Agathocles gave a liberty to all to expreſs 
their hatred - _ For when people Foc 
to. fear thoſe that rule onely by it , the f 
to ſor _ Ard it wy ſo much the 
loG of one Battel, as his own Perfidiouſnes 
and Cruelty, that tore the yoke from the Sj- 
cilians necks. Cruel Empires, though they be 
abſolute, yet are not laſting, 


; The Tyrant hearingthe daily defection of 
the Cities, and that his own wickedneſs and 
the Purith fortune: had left him nothing 
but Syracuſe , he draws out all his Forces 
fromGels,and with haſte retreats thither, on 
| 1 | 6 
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the Peale 66ichtzrs and the Terrour of 
che Enemy might tempt-it to the ſame-fairh. 
There he employes the remains of 'his' Ar- 
my to repair and fortifie the Walls, to-fetch 
—_—_— Proviſion as they | could from the 
joining Country; and 'to fit all rhiny 
for a long Siege. ' For his bok id 
eli Soul, that knew not how to live'un- 
=_ Tyrant, had revolved all things , and 
2r[wadedto every Tryal. For to men that 
ave loſt their firſt hopes, any thing that js - 
#ire doth feem beft. At laſt he proj 
transfer the War from the IflJand *to the Coin 
tinent; and when he was overmatched with 
but a part ofthe Carthaginian force in Sicily, 
he would dare their whole ſtrength 1 in 4 


Pick 


Thisdeſign, which on another Enerhy had 
been raſh and dangerous , did now 
fafe and'eafie. For the long Peace dr: Pro- 
| ſperiry of the Africans had fined them to 
-an impatience of enduring the toils of War; 
andthetoo jealous'arts of Empire which the 
Carthaginians uſed, (astodifarm all their Vaſ- 
fils, and to eraſe by cruel Oppreſlions 
their leſspotent Confederates) did aſſure him 
of but a weak oppoſition, and that by ſich 
an ynexpected Invaſion he ſhould obtain'e- 
nough ſp > oil torepair all his lofles at home, 


| and 4 the ſucceſs of one Battel would fore 
. is 


_ 


1*70d we WJ h my 


to be 5 


Mm ty w 


his Enemies! 


weld he a ho... 


port them.. Then to INFVERT, 2 In 


' high q__ him , yet, wauld they; forbear 
. forts upon thoſe their Friends he had, with 


f g L1CS fee 
guard, their,own Citics.; 11 Therefore.) 


| as the geperal expetation. thr. R . puld 
on. (0. Ons: :far of Canthe 

; mind: ſeem to F ls is 
ſeries, _ Fae he wol ould 


ill. Jouk: Forman 
in the face. wut! r1emlith 
"Taexecute: this pr EN wg ep utibdh 
> Lanier wa AS gu thought. ls or:th 
tale ; and ga ve order that 
iy Hr provide de themblyes 5onely - 
les = Bridles , that when he. ſhquld 3KEt 
ſome African Horſe, they.might: NOEWallt NE» 
ceflaries totagunt them: for although ante 
late overthrow the lots fell-moſt uponrthe 
Foot, and he had ſaved all his Horlgs, ms 
wanted convenient time and Veſlels 1600" 


in his abſence, he ww" ro 
Governour of 'Syracuſes. 
him fromSeditions and ' jr hs ory (> 
every Family, the Children foom the. F ns, 
and the Brothers onefrom another, Tg 
one part along with him. as Holtages& 
quiet ſubjeftion that tarried at home.:. 
conceived that though their hate were never 


any practices, leſt he ſhogld revenge theix ef- 


kim. Then to men beck his Armyand the 
Gar- 


enſign TyrevtBcc: . A abTl 
| Gre heme all the Slaves, and 
: 4nto'Arms:-\At' home' he thought 
y would be rea __ to diſcover” the ſecret 
com «ak eHby A ar as 
: u ant$;/a 
A raiſe ail/emwlation in the Freemen- bo 
a Military hardineſs, and bold attempts. © His 
prone wachowe to get Money, and to this 
" heforboreno wickednefs that he could ima- 
\gins? ofitabſe. - He ſeizeth-upon the Stock 
: of young Orphans, forcing it 
_- theit Gyatdis declaring that he was 
fitter for that Truſt than they, and promi- 
| ker og when they came of age, he would 
| re-all again more faithfully. | He' forced 
a'Eoairfrom thericheſt Merchants,-deſpoiled 
the women -of alt their golden Ornaments, 
"2nd tobbed every Temple of the conſecra- 
- 6d: "Offerings. Then being _ informed of 
the" diſcontents'of Tiany of theericheſt Ci- 
'tizens who referred all theit preſent Tron- 
- bles arid: Dangers to his inſatiable appetite 
=&f Greatneſs, he callsan Aſſemblyof the peo- 
:Ple//and with a' countenance compoſed to 
gufand tears, nn El after this manner 
tot! hen - 
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L > That War: 5 Hſe acconnted juſt whith 
"a; Ir -receſſary '-' ant then Arms are deemed 
© ORs; when they are the laſt refuge of thoſe 
that uſe them. Thi 4 * that which doth ad- 
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«againſt Rt w; A 2.1 108, 
<-harbarows' Caritiagienl's - 
« the 'plagite of the Woild, nd $ 
« Peace is More daneerows ad? 
& their Religion * Gmlty) 776 br 
* epeuldtion they are re more looly thas the "Gogs 
bs, worſhip": bein _— to there von 
en, "anll b tngratefuF" vhebr 
ft faithful Coonichel 3: «Flow etiferable. 
te femre yh ti be heir Slaue? "Theſe 
«wp, ck hed nothi} eh 7 but” 
mn Diſtr which hat" iti 
< rolert byte ; ys 5 Fo 
« wanton :of* lood nth rea 
*inpaded Sicily 7 pretendh W Y 
of War" bitt _ darn Bf of of ny. on 
ets Vourle of Le of The $, 
< attempts Ray the Gay 4b plea aſd. to j4- 
Kar ON? juſt ſt - Arms, Te ie 
*yhe Buttel of Himer#: ar Foe 
<bound ther Y ow tes "it "the $22.) 
G%:Bortune not their Valour..” Pratched. tz Vi 
*Fory frone, us there, 'and Suh now ee. 
*%yhem” to or Walls © there” nnleſs we Kb" 
* ozr ſelves # perſors worthy . of Liberty ,. 

« nſt entire the heaur Slavery, En in 
« rhains be the abjed ators of the Ri ies of 
< our Wites, the "Murders bf our Childrex, ry 
© 2ged Parents, * and "ee them wanton with 


"That Wealth which _ been the Prict of our 
LY ſweat 
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ay Reſehoe of: tPro- 


: doo Since produc it was. neither in our 


> nor ſhould it have been onr choice, ta 

Togps "axided the War , and that the Gods 

"I RY, not gite ad as the Merit of onr 
Cauſe 3 


ab Mel; 


*Canſe; we will- a TAL which 
een preciows than our Lhe Foo 
+ ome remains nothing now to do , but font. 

*<« wait for the return of our 'F, ortune, — 


< patiente endure te mfriecofe 2 how * 


* Tdowbtwill be very 
< learned to be eoboias” can Ally endure, for 
< it is ſome" alleviation of aniſery to, *kyiow 1 
== \of our Misfortune;, but my" WPirit.i, 
ed for thoſe of the Good people” that uſt 
# up with me , and-wuſt be nectſſutated 
< . endure thoſe unaccuftomed' dangers. qud 
< continnal fears. Therefore I require all Jac 
< 2s think, t rh al to ſo aduerſe a 
ant, t6 wed and pon] nit 
<« ſelves arr = Od, where they cax ye for 
4 anoſt. Peace and Safth. | 
All thoſe that were Rich , whoſe abun- 
dance trhade.them ſoft, ahd who feared'to ha- 
zard-their Wealth to maintain the Tyrant's 
Greatnaſs, 3, and ſuch whoſe Hate of himz made 
thear willing to leaye the den of ſuch a 
Monſter, were credulots of what hefaid, and 
accepted of this profer'd Liberty. But they 
ſoon woes fy Dre 4 omg Ea fo pr0 
wed, ezenin melting eſſons, 
ef condition: ug he had. appointed his Me 
cenaries to kill them as Fr offered to oe 
part , and' to fize-theit Gopds. Thus by 
comperidious Villany he delivered kim of 
Gxtecn handred men, which he did'not dare 
I 4 to 
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heyy ny oy 4 Tha A hin 
with their Googs, EINE they were "Ing 
firther from him. 


' Having by he wicked arts on all 
gry 7 ng ar his purpole, the reſt that 
þe_ cop not order he. permits to..Fate , 

wg ſomething muſt be ventured, . and 
s us exceed the providence 
To ng ortyne 4 _ .for the 
Theſe hi gal. Wong and Soldiers, to- 
herwith himſelf and his Son Archagathns, 
price a ſhipboard, ſo waiting for an op- 
eoctnany to get ont of the Haven.z  reſol- 
ving to take his cqunſtls for that from the 
accidents of Fortune: for many times ſuch 
connſels dodiſcover themſelues in working, which 
in 4 bare expetation had been or. ever loſt. 
The concealment of his Dells Was DQ 
leſs wonderful than the boldneſs of i it for. 
he had communicated his inte to 
ne, either through his natural Pride, - 
yo of diſcovery and FF omlabiong 
doubting the contradiction of his F _ 
and Counſellors, whichis the common bane 
of CMncils : For zen commonly through 
riaſtrete diſlike and labour to pane a af 
ns, which, though never (0 noble, proceed- 
ed not from them) ekes. 'Or .feanng diſ- 
<couragement of his Army: For Vulgar- 
rits are F <Gvages Enemies fo ai - RM dulerts: 


tongs 


_ DONATES alltheſs reafory” 


he: his Intentions, only i 
forth, that he had found our a' only! Sing" 
way. of ' Victory. This great concealment - 
cauſed: ſeveral diſcourſes among the Specula- | 


| tivi; Some conceived I this'way was 


to -fajl into- Haly/;' and' there gather up * 
*ſch whom 'great [neceſlities made hazar-' 
<«dous; and with: them to attempt the for- / 
«tune of a ſecond Bartel.” Others that his in- 
< tent wastoland hislittle party in ſomeother 
&< vous of mo _ _ v———_ the © 
<« African re, and 10 divert t nemy 
« from-the Siege of Syracuſe." But all con-/ 
« cluded thoſe unhappy men as loſt'and de» 
+ .yoted ta deſtraction, that were forced to' 
<«< follow the Raſhnes of ſuch a 'Commander' 
+ that ſeemed infatuated to' ruine. /'$o th 
weye: over theirFriends and Kindred, wh 
rable departure: from among the li 


E ſkemed:to. be reſpited- ohely by'the Conbe 


ginian' Fleet that then lay4 in the mouth of 
by Haycn- 1 O51 


+This obſtruction had fo ont Ai) 
thocles, that he grew almoſt ;:topet forth 
he aw it was 1mpofible, ,and to fend fill 
was'dangerous. 'Therefore when his reſtleſs 
Mindhad preſented many Plots, and —_— 
the rejecting of 'one had ſupyeſted ano 
oO none: would attain his-end 3 at lengrh 
Or- 


Fortune #lainiftred Gach 1atz as. 
his &wa Reaſon or Power could ere. Gan | 
inyented; av-made.-: For ſbme-of the Vie 
Galling-Yeſick that ihad been Rent forch- 
to.bring Pravifons tothe City were now ve-- 
turning, and being\came 'fomewhar near the! 
Shore, were diſcovered bythe Enemy; who 
preſently; with. their whole Fleet ma | 
to-take: them: ;and by his:means left-the 
moth; ofthe Haven-open-ao'' Agathoeles; 
who-noktto: let flip this joyful feafon; with'a 
fall ſpred fat —_ out to Sea. The:Cartha- 
gigdans;] thathad now almoſt'a the 
CES IEIONT 
omany anups,. at; 10- 
tended the reſene of the: dre and and fo 
left: off:the>Ghaſe 'of them, and prepared 
themſelves Jar; fight. Bun ing cup kept a' 
courſe; -and that th :NOW Pot« 
fiftance from h_ they thenſer 
chaſes! tothe purſuit.of Agathoeles; and 
hy this-means gave opportunity to ithe Vi- 
TI2 being has ſtrangely delivered, fake. 
ly to unlade A Syracuſe , and to ſtore that 
City, Wiiiebialready began 40 faffer ſcartity. 
And Agetbocles zncouraging his Sailors to\the 
greateſt diligence pf that advantage. 
of diſtance which they: 
before the Prunick Dork in ['was-, preſerved out 
of their hands all the day, vill rowate 'Eve- 
mn the. Enemy, who..were better-Seamen; 


coming 
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- Pur thovghthey had thus coded over:the- 
dread « 


the Africans, the. next dayikis whole 

with. a new: Terre. 

KeleGthe » here's _ STD ak, 
it. appeared like. the returnofN 

gany; Stars/did appears the tudes! hgh; and 

1 wr the xcafon, apprehended. it as + 


tad On SI Aittairs, and were 
he.,'morK EN 


an 


Me, th# 7H 
onld wot 
wore the © 
to Mirtined Coſts. Aga-" 
he (as all 'Tyrants) wit Tot. 
ſabje&t tothe fears of Heavery, nor _ 
of any: + that- Jooked like 
Tfowas apt to contemn CSE 
tments of theVulgar $1 'etdoubrfat how 
Glch mightyorkthe fa of the common: 
rut, t&'a reven fur ry'of tarning at the” 
miſchief of this Prodi upothhis head who! 
. expoſed them to:the- dangers? was therefore 
ſollicitous to take off the terrour by a dex- 
terous Interpretation. - For! fach mfignificdnt 
floms, which the Valgar take for Lot ages of 
Heaven, may _ receive oontraty' Comments, ac- 
cording to the humour and intereſt of hint that 
3s 'the Augur: and it is the" Event onely _ 
ges thene the Authentichneff vf an Orgcle.' * 
therefore himſelf turns Auguy, and: Srpouns 
this obſcure Fext' to _ own Fer 
F or he tells _ * that 7 ortert* 
& Ins «xpearti 


<y beginning, ot Goth gr 
< bog its dancers tot 6 againſt os # Xx 
- © pedition 
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Fabry g* mx os Add ws por 
carte Xen: were beneath the Level of 
<a Earthage. And A Parent 
<« diretly > wds Certain , becauſe 

ct onde rs rey brow 

C Jes the ago- 
Srrvonat 4 ruines of his Idolaters.. This Expo- 
| fition did relieve the ſpirits of his'Army, and 
made thern with mbre chearfulne&endure the 
hazards - and toils of fix dayes and nights 
continued failing. For zothing more ſtrong- 
ly leads the nneltitude than Swperitition 3; and 
when this hath ſeized on them, they will with 
more readineſs follow their Prieſt than theix 


Captains. 


On iheforenth day in the morning they 
were within ken of the coaſt of Africk, andiat - 
the: fame time diſcovered: the Carthaginiars 
not far from:them. Thereupon both parties 

lying their: Oars and Sails, ./ftrove which 
| 1d firſt c 6 their deſign. The Gar- 

thaginians hoped-to make reG the laſt at to 
the conqueſt of Sicily, all the oppoſition bf 
which was carried in thoſe Bottoms: - Fear 
quicknedthe (Zreeks to avoid moſt bitter tor- 
rures in themſelves , and the Slavery of all 
that was dear untother at Syracuſe... Thee 

fore 
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bon Gd ante I 
.The 4fricaws had the ud of Qars aid 
Porrycen Cicilians in the: Fore 
. cen aboard. *Fhe foremoſt of the 

; Velitls had ectained. a 


ahoy'n were moſt ſired of not havieg ane» 
qual number.ofmen ; inorcould they ſa:cer- 
tainlydire@&their Arrows'out-of the Ripe, us 


thoſe that had: a ſtable footing. 


The Tyrant being go of upon the. Gortti- 
l 


nent, preſently lands all his men at a __ 
«called the Quarries, and having raiſed 2 

-'Trench drew all his Sh agroun ndz pv. 
. with another:att of = oe anſwerable' to 
--his Deſign he-was reſolved; to. burn. For if 
Ro _—_ them,. he AE OD 
- all ſtrength by leaving or 

<Aefence, en they would fall into.the 
* hands- of their Enemies. Beſides , by this 
——_ he ſhould neceſſitate; his Army to a 
6 ; for when they. had .loſt the means 
. nr: hoprecf a'Return, they muſt ether con- 
"-uees orperiſh. . .To perform this , he ſaw he 


muſt 


wot cafil wed t6loſtall hopes of returh 
20 their Native ſ61L: Therefore the. firſt deats 
with thoſe Captains and Maſters \ofthe' 
a Sacrifice whictrhe-tade to Gaerand Pro- 
calling the whole 9 wane f 
.. | f e W : | 
with PrieſtlyGazments, and-a Crownow his 
nor yoo aſkimed hereof Bgley li 
not-yet aſlumed'that enſign of 'Royalty)he 
acquaints. them with his deſign oye yy 
into Africk, and ſpeakstothis purpoſe, - , 


<« Our happy and ſafe arrival in Africk cen- 
<« ot make either \you or me forget the dangers bf 
&« Syracuſe, where we left the good: people of that 
«Commonwealth, = all that IE #s de- 
&«& roms of life, uv: ten onr toils for wealth 
Ks defone by url boy Ee 
- « the: Carthaginians. ; 'To deliver them and'o 
© ſelres from preſent ruine, there was no wayleft, 
« but either by unworthy conditions 't0 lenothe 
« out onr lives in ſlavery, for whith we conld habe 
<0. ſecurity from a perſidious Enemy "oy to 
< truſt to our own ſwords , and by a brave reff- 
« tance of our aduerſe fortune wreſt the Vittoty 
« from our Conquerours. To execute this Heroith, 
* reſolution was not to ſuffer our ſelves to bepent 


up 
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+ Tos, allies 
| Ng with Famint,” 7 th = 
nk ;\ where iour "Wants would have 
| zith: The' fears and cries of ' oy 
A I Childs waa bave diſairmetl #+, 


*axd PO 4oble heats for V:Gory, avid 

| #5 40 4 ſent, though imncertain, 

« frei Former þ Bonde. wary pros _ 
—— dangers of 

«G But the ſureſt ee tran 
_— rid Afric eng ww 7 


< flanve which would have c ws in max erm 
"fo the Gates of Carthage. For the advantages 


« ;» that War whichis man ged 5 in an Enemies 


*Fonntry, are far greater thaw i: that which-we 
© are forc d to wage at home. \Ine this laif we 
© can exped? no ſuccours but what that remhant 


& wp wr waſted Country; which our Ementies will 


unto us, can afford. But abroad you 
& ſhall ſee that the Enemy may be overcome by 
| bis own ſtrength , t þ the revolt of their 
<« opprefſed V.; als, the. diſeontents of their in- 
. © jured Confe ates; (who are continually pant- 
© ing after a foreign hand, that may help to 
< break their hated yoke.) Beſides we have to 
-< do with an Enemy whom ſecurity hath made 
. *weak, and. the def ires of Profit and Plea- 
« ſure have drawn away from. all Defences: 
,* For their Towns and A have not the for- 


 *tifications of Art of Nature , neither. encom- 
« * paſſed wit Walls , or built on Hills ; bnt 


cated 
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Theo eApMiesr 
ae in Sheds t fietdi ad Jhampiani:Con? 
voy 'bedly ie Vinezards anthretice? 
Trent oof 'Plenſitre, which ers retheruzite thu 
« keep off am Enemy."6o hit Furrovery fiehi\ with 
& make ther Jenſible\ of their\ awexkr6ſs, anol'th? 
« fear of me-wilhper fwade "therr vi? or ns "ſpiritit0' 
aſs —_— and compliance 1s to thirwine 
« o_ rams: which ſhall-feelthe war #6 brit 
here les that he huth kindled 1nS1ci” 
«ly, while way hand C07} tres. root nþ:the? 
s "proud City,* that hath o born p her Ty= 
*ranmy morely'tth exepty, ravie of: Qreatne fic 
< the bredetiy abje} Slates, \than by rot | 
*V/xlorh 0r\ jolie Strength.” Thuoſhall we gather 
that force:whith we broygbt . not. with: u(t? 
i Ne rr rr of her-Terronrs and, the 
*braucty. fa owrage will-facilitate 'and'af 
<pertath ane One nuns yi ſhut ſhe ſhall tremble af 
« * the —_ ofthat Enehoy whont ſhe deſpiſed 
wt 9s. dg es + and ſbeavill graw-fti® 


_ awhers fires of her Villages, Caſtles; 
*erieh.p eden? fled -d one .them light 


Coders thef De ſtrndon: hath\-as eafie an atcefs 
© tortheme us thethave' wot Far-at to. others. 
& This 3s "the art, not onely to pull down the-Puv 
Gnick-greatu##ſf +.but alſo toputran end tothe 
* miſeries of Sioilys, where the Enemy will. no 
*« longer- ſtay. toravertbrow- ber -. Liberty.” but 
* ** haſten to prevent their own Slavery, And: as 
* we cannot deſire an eater War, ſo we cannot * 
« 4 ſor rither Booties: : £ for. in the ſacking of 


6 Car- 
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& Carthage we ſhall plander 4ll the wealth of - 
& Aﬀrick , and recaver all the ſpoils age 
' < have ſtoln from Sicily. Nor will owr Glory 
be leſs than onr Profits, when as all ſucceding 

« Ages ſhall betaught by thepreſent, that wewere 
<cthe that invented and bravely pratfiſed 
* the Heroick, Art of transferring that War to 
«< our Enemies doors, which we were not able t# 
Sendure at home ; that chaſed onr Congqueronrs, 
% 22d beſieged our Beſtegers : ſo that we ſhall ſtill 
< ſive in: their imitation. To expedite this eaſe 
*War, togather theſe infinite Treaſares, and to 
& raiſe up ch a laſting monument for our Fame, 
«the Gods require no more that bold hopes = 

< our ſelves, and juſt piety towards them, For 
& they have aſſured me of Vidory and Suceeffin 
< the whole War , not onely by atſþicions Signs itt 
 zhe Sacrifices; but alſo in hearing my Prayers, 
&© 22d accepting my Vows, which I made to Ce- 
® res and Proferpina,the Pattoneſſes of our belo- 
* ed Iſland; that if they fhould ſaftly condut# you 
« to the ſhores of Africk, 1 wonld-burn all my 
« Ships as an Offering to thent. Therefore ſince 
« they have made ſo full 4 feturn tÞ my Pray- - 
© ers, and have ſo tarefully preſerved. you to 
« the acquiſition of Wealth and Glory , it is fit 
© that Tg do not provoke their Anger to blaſt this 
 *enterprize by a ſacriltgions negle of my Reli- 


6 grOus Vows. 


When he had faid thus, one of his Servants 
: puts 
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hi yy OT and, 
$ a orch, and: 
AD. the like to be delivered to. alk - 
Fo Captains: then invoking Ceres and Pro- | 
2 be ſer fire tothe Pretorian Ship, and 
fs Officers did-the like to theirs, an 

when the flanie had kindled upon the. Ships: 
he ordets the Trumpets to ſound a, Charge, 
and the whole Army gave a ſhout, and eve- 


raycd for an happy return home. But 
rhis tndden 3 joy was vile nt and ſhort, tos 


i etheflame with which it The nand waſted. 
or the Sictlians , though at oſt the 7. were 
bewitched with "the ved ot and Hobo 
with the arts of the Tyrant, who had called 
that Religion which was but his Neceſſity 
and Defign, ncither giving time to conſult, 


* norexped ingehcir conſent; yetar laſt when 


they. turned their eyes from the periſhing 
flames, and look'dupon the Sea, they 

to meaſtrre in their thoughtsthe vaſt diſtance 
betwixt them_and home; they compared 

Jan mercilefs waves with the dangers on the 
and, where (> ſmall a number were to be ex- 
poſed tothe fury of amighty Commonwealth: 


3 metnory 0 ac Battel of Himera, andthe 


w_ terrours © f the Carthaginian Fleet grew 
reſh, and. appalled all thofe fangaine hopes 
their falſe Leader had fig ted: and when 
they refleed again upon oP ſhes of their 
burnt Ships, and aw all the rmeans of a re 
turncut off; they curſed their cruel deſtinies; 

'K4 and 


Paſuons ). expired into. Jeſpair and. Mad- 
neſs, andhad any one dared to begin, they 
were all diſpoſed to mutiny. Aeatho les per- 
ceived the change, andfeared the Fit <(s; and 
therefore.to give vent.to that dark” and me- 
Tancholy hunour, which, ſike a diſmal cloud 
threatned a Tempeſt, keled them out to 1n- 
vade the African Empire, that it might ſpend 
all its. fry upon the - Enemy, and. not be 
troubleſome to their. Commander. So defign- 
ing the firſt attempt againſt Megalopolzs, he 
leads them thither =Fie 2 a moderate March: 
not" too ſlow, leſt he ſhould' corifels a fear 
by delayes; nor too haſty, both thathemight 
o1ve leave to Fame to render him ſtronger 
than he was , (for diſtant terrours are. al- 
wajes believed greater than they are'; and when 
the truth cannot be diſcovered , Fear doth con- 
jeaure many falſe Dangers,) as alſo that he 
miglit permit his Soldiers to take a full pro- 
ſpe&tof the Country ,. which through "their 
whole March appeared ſo delightful” and 
rich, that. it did rather refreſh has weary 
their drooping ſpirits. For the whole Coun- 
try abounded with, Vineyards, Orchards of 
all kind of Fruits,” Gardens, ang -places of 
Pleaſare. TheFields and manured grounds 
ſeemed to labour under the burden. of the 
Crop, the Paſtures with variety of Cattel 
boaſted the riches of the owners; cvery __ 
[8] - 
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_ of greund was exa@ly watered with. Rivers 
and-«AqueduQs , adorned with ſtatelyand 
magnificent houſes , + which -bragged. of as 
much'Riches within asthere was plenty;with- 
out... This being the; Country whither:the . 
wealthier Carthaginians made theirdiverfions; 
when they were wearied withthe,tumultand 
buſineſs of the City. The happine(s/of the 
Soil ſoon raiſed the hopes of the Sicilians; 
when they faw there'were equal rewards for. 
their: labours, and large Booties for' thew | 
Victories. Then all began to praiſe and com® 
mend 'the-prudence' of Agathocles, -and.Du- 
ty with the love of Obedience.returned to 
everyibreaſt. So unſteady are the motions of 
Vulear Souls , whoſe-:con{tderations. beigg- faſt+ 
ed to.the preſent objeits, vary accortling totheir 
appearances.. Wis f 


Agathocles makes uſe of this preſentgemper; 
and therefore giveth a-ſudden {tgrm-te the 
City,,:which through long Peace had-out- 
lived the knowledge of an-Enemy and all ex- 
perience of War, andat this time:thaught of 
nothing leſs than an Invaſion, 'and/{o was 
{von maſter'd by the deſperate: Greeks 3 to 
whom: their Leader gave the Plunder of the 
Town;thatſobe might raiſe their courage,and 
feed their hopes by the Booty. From; thence 
he marches to a City called whifts Tims , 
which. was about -two hundred agd fifty 
.; : K 3 _ © - miles 


1 | IN 
mh pon te a ke 
3 te as the © 1ds 
al circumvented by the ſecurity of Peace, 
ard miſthiefs of War. The Army 
now enriched by the ſpoils of theſe two C- 
ties, would have them garriſon'd as places to 
depofite their Pillage. Agathocles (that knew 
how re, ad tht his would be to rms _ 
prize, that the more they 
a to fg) wp hey would ws lefs courage 
to figh 2 tells thern, © that the Booty which 
ad" as jet opt, was but poor and con- 
terre to thoſe vi —_ Treaſures one Vitory © 
* ozer the Ememy would ; aud that wntill 
©that were paſt: w gys hr be ſecure, but af- 
« rerwards every Village cog kf 4 ſafe "—_ 


© tory to the Conqueronr. 
with ſuch oo pong as his _—_— oy 8 ho 
heightned, he couſs them to demoliſh thoſe 
=o Towns, and incamps in the field, left 
the retirements of the City ſhould ſoften 
them' by Luxury before the Encounter 
which heexpedted from the Enemy. ' © 
In the mean while the Carthaginian Fleet 
that rode about the Share to' wait the iffud 
of the Sriliens landipg , when they had ſeen 
them burn their Ships, did at firſt triumph, 
ſuppoſing that their fears had driyenthem to 
ſach defperate ls: but when _ aw 
them draw off from the Shore, and mar EE 
. Jnto the neigbouring country , they 
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-the Flames of thoſe Ships w 


ern tg fs and 
Hre in their Commonwealth , and 


-wiſh'd they could have uench'd them with 
the Sicihenblgod or their own tears. - Thus 


expreſſing their fears and ſorrows with.great 


lamentations, and hanging the Prowes.of 


their Gallics with $kins, {which was the-ce- 
remony of aggcls when any great misfortune 


*befell their City) they ;gathered up thebra- 
zen, Beaks of NY Ships, and ſent them 
with the intelligence of whathad happeriedts 


the Senate. But before. this advice came, 
"Carthage was altrmed by the affrighted Pear 
Hats = Fugitives of theficked owns, who 

fled thither for:ſaccour and ſhelter from the 
deſtructive Greeks; and, as it is uſual; the = 5 


' had magnified every thing to the grea 


zerrour.. "The whole City was amazed with 
his unexpetted Invaſion, and could not re- 
concilerhsfgdder news with the untelfigence 
of Foy late Victory at Kewera, _—_— li 
foung! ng their condition worſe, S LEN the 
ofa ſecond Battel they had loſt all 
their Forces beth þy Sea and Land. For 0- 
therwiſe the ompcived Agatbockes would 
never have dared to afliil his:Co 
at-their cvn Gates; or vould have been fo 
raſhly greedy, asfor 6 
Ficktohave left Syn 
| gets; 3 nor could he have p 
is © his 


\ 


ttempted..... 
6 eifert of tb, ' 7 oe: 7 PR | by Bcge7! "ork 
"I e fad appichenſions. filled all indy 
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with horrourand confuſion. The Senate witl 
fearand haſt as gathered into the Piazza, 
and the people with hidcous damours flock- 


Thgabout them, requiring them maturely to 


conſult the ſafety, of their Republick, which 
Teemed now uparthe verge of Ruine. The 
excels. of fear' in every Order. made them | 
-undervalue their, own ſtrength ; and the | 


*oreater diligence and the more. arts: every 


one uſed to corig/al, it - made them appear 
*moxe evidently fearful. They diſcourſed 
"bow that they had no. Army of Mercenaries 
Ty to oppoſe the Enemy .their Nobleſ 
was ſluggiſh, luxurious, and-by- a long 
Peace ſoftned to. Effeminacy 3. their more 
Hopepal Youth were, either loſt in the Ship- 
wreck; or employed inthe Iſland; the Popu- 
tacy were wholly ignorant of Arms, and nay 
Toterrihed, that they would never dare to fle 
Meri feiVes on ancexpericncedenemy, hardned 
"ith. former perils, .heightned with ſpoils, 
"ahd,.as they ſuſpected, with a mighty Victory: 
"Therefore 1n this doubtful ſtate of: Aﬀairs, 
ſome were of advice to ſend Commiſſioners 
*to treat with Agathocles concerning : Peace, 
and by. that advantage to inform, themſelves 
fully of. their Enemes ſtrength. Others were 
.of_ opitiion that they ſhould defer any fach 
+5 We . | s a" # 432 q p Treaty, 
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ſtatgof their; own Army; afid:rforto matagey 


emſelvesaccordingly: But while they were 

iſtraced with theſe-different-counſels, the:. 
meſſengers from the Admifad: arrive at: the 
Haven. who giving. them a particulariac-; 
cgunt of what had - happened; and -thewing- 
them the Beaks of their EnemitsShips, did-al+ 
lay their fears, .but,. heightned&gheir andigita- 
tion-againſttheir.Sed-Officers;';that through 
baſcnels or folly-had ſuffered a: battled Enemy: 
to-invade A 5eks-and venting theirfury ina, 
cenſureof them, with,more;calm- ſpirits they 
fall to conſult of fitting Remedies for the pre-: 
ene. Miſchief ot he rd hh Tit 


* = 
. * a s 


treat with him of Peace, they reſolved up- 
on the finiſhing: of the War: To: this'.end, 
as more;jealous of their Liberty. than doubt+ 
ful of Victory, (which 1s ſeldony obtained 
by divided Commands )- they :appoint two 
Generals; Bomilcar and Harnno ; perſons of 
different tempers and oppoſite Fa&tions. The 
firſt cruel , fajthleſs, ambitious , and im- 
patient of Equality : - the other: more :de- 


} firous. of Glory than Power 3, of a civil 


Modeſty, fierce againſt an Enemy,:but tender 
of his gown Citizens. Bomilcar waschoſen, be> 
bo. : | | cauſe 
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yranny, but 


nity to tice his Ambition. Therefore they 


che higheſt truſt whoſe Cenſe was largeſt, and 
Snake Wedh, not Verrue, the earkfor 
Honour. For they thought the greatuith of 
- theirintereſt in their Country would oblige 
them to a greater —_—_ for its preſervati-- - 
on. This indeed 1s a renfedy proper againſt 
| | a 


tempts upon 

abound with Wealth when they ſee 

Power are the atendentsf grow inſet, | 

Ly in eg omen - 
ty of Honour being not competent the in- 

Fortune. It was accoun 


from the Pl and en 

Conſuls whoſe Eſtates were fo ſcanty, that. 
the pablick fiock maſt defuy the charges of 
their Funerals, and vevvide partiegs for their 
fatherleſs Daughters. Theſe men, after they 


ſatiefied the publick char nd eminently; 
ſerved er mn, Tor home te 
look after their narrow nes and their 


few Acres; when they had yokedrhe Enemy Ec 


returned to do the like to heir Oxen, 

to finiſhthe Tillage they they had begun 3 _— {6 
nm a P71. , and-were obedient 
tothe ordinaty Magiſtrates, contented with 


their turnips, and deſiring no more of the 
{poil of the conquered than a wooden'Gob- 
let to uſe in Sacnifices. So that has 4.59 


the leaſt kaloplic of Tyratipy to 


the le, 
who 
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 _ whoſtill making| their ebojet byithe meritof 


the pexrſons,hadfo many wack: them, 
men:glorigugwaith ſeveral;Vitorics,that they 
were a gyand far.the Pulblieck againſt 'cach'o- 
ther... :Ihys ſpoiling Riches of: that 'glory 
which.isgiyentot.in.a corrupt. State, they. 
preſerved their own Liberty and the Patnici- 
an Modeſty, till the love 60f: Wealth -entred; 
andthen:fallowed the defire of Empire: - 


-, Othersreferred thisto the,baſe ingratitude 
- of the People ; whichs the uſual; diftaſe of 
all Democracies, . who rewarded-their-victo- 
rious Commanders with feditious: Accuſati- 
ans, and afterwards with the: Crof,.and:of- 
_ ten did -+to0o, ſeverely punyſh the miſchances 
'of the unproſperous. So that many that: had 
the chief Command of their Focces;4{ haye 
revented their unjuſt Sentences with a.y.0- 
F ntary renunciatienoflifeand employment; 
or to defend their Dignity, ſought: to..ex- 
tinguiſh thoſe flames which would haye con- 
ſumed their: private houſes, with the guine - 
of the Publick, and pulling-down the frame 
of Government. So. that. this Ingratitude 
and Seyerity, did diminiſh the Infamy:, and 
ſomewhat - nec<ſlitate ſuch -- undertakings. 
But-this infirmity..never fell upon the. .Ro- 
man Commonwealth ; tor. while it was not 
corrupted , by: too-great an Empire , - they 
were far from ſuch unworthy; Jealoulies,,_ IF 
| | |  warding 
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___ Ong obs 

hy with ſnc = hs as did 
both Tatizte thei? thirfts — hd not 
= them to ſeek'the Ss fa tiame by 


ng great Oppreſſors;' and alſd" raiſed the 
hog Zi tpiries of their other Citizens to 
the like” atchieycments, | Which ai4"both 
increaſe their ſtr Hy nd 'Emp ire, and'aF 
7 ye Liberty by {6 Ee ' Rivals of 
Glo Fever the  puruſhed the | atſticceſd 
fil} 4 vts with” mc "bumanity.” 'Sitch' as 
loſt *tHelr Armies by' ny critinaf fitlance; 
had' the light' correMtofis of 'a" "pecuniary 
onus and were not forced to waſh away 
the' EN 0 of 3n' Overthrow-with'their 
Stich 2 through — 
ehcy , "or I&noramcey3brou 

hs uport*the © Ofmmonwealth'; were 
er * RY 'and-*Cheared'; : chai dealt 
SA - with 3 © and©had ſorties! [their 
Gato newed , that they might "redeem 
ory they wy fore loft.” He that by 

g "Yaſh and indifereer deſire of Vifory,” had 
octafiotied that terrible Overthrow'at Car 
ne; when he returned home, in ſtead' of a 
Triumph, had the Confuls and the" whidle'Se- 
nate met hint; who though they"could not 
congratulate his victory,did yet thankhmfor 
his valour, that he had not deſpaired-of the 
Commonwealth. This proceeding of theirs to- 
watds theirGenerals was npona goodconſfide- 
ration: 


Tae vine _ 


ng that none could be gallant under the 
6. jr ya doubts and fears. - And as 
Carthage wanted thiswildom of Rome, fo did 
ſhe the Glory ahd Power,. and was after- 
wardsfotced to Frve her Rival af Empire. 


The Generals being choſen, they concei- 
ved too great dangersn the leaſt delay, and 
| emade too much baſte : for they tar- 
rate Cities, hor to take up ſach that were 
hardned with the Country laboursz but 
took thoſe of their own City, whom the 
» res and abjet Arts of the City had 

ade unfit for the toils,.of War; ſuch alſo 
whom the fortune ©f their Commonwealth 
and the news of the late. Victory in Sicily had 
raiſed toſo high a confidence , that they con- 
- ceived it rather a journy.to fetch in Slaves, 
than an Encounter to conquer an Enemy : 
therefore adviſing one another to give quar- 
ter toas many Greeks aswere not obſtinate to 
-..ruine, they carried along with them ory 
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tempt of the Enemy, (in hots nathing cax be 
ſefely deſpiſe Cat oa em will al- 
Wayes mare jasronger re PFect 1 

tated to an Qverthrow. For- they c_— 
ately drew out mto the field; being about 
forty thoufand Foot , one thoufnd Horſe, 
and two thouſand Chariotsz and pitching 
upon an hill not far from the Enemy, | 
ranged all their Forces for a Battel. Hunno 
commanded theright Wing , and. with hin 
was the Sacred Band of arthaginid»:s, the 


- Chariots and Horſe- being: placed in-the 


Front 3. and Bewilcar commanded the left. - 


athocles was glad the Enemy was ſo-fbr- 
ward to ingage, and that-their Confidence 
made them neglect thoſe ſafe counſels, ofper-- 
mitting his- deſperate Army to ſpend it felf 


- 1n.its own fury, and waſte by delayes; there- 


foredeclines not the fight, but uſes his great- 
eſt diligence in his preparations and orders 
of _ ttel; I ded the for- 
tune jracxſe and all his hopes : knowing 
that Fear = Con have theit birth '# 
the firſt exerts ; and that by the — 
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minds of teri it) corehi: 
of the whole War. 2 "He 
orders his Battel according to the manneri'of 
the Enemy. For having learned 'the rept? 
ofthe twoGeneftals, (a neceflaxy-part of the 
Arts of a Leader, and of whiel Amibal'nf- 
cterwards made-great uſe in'his war in Hay, 
forming his deſigns according" to the hurmauy 


rotpiecoragahe ff 
ding- the fortume® 


_ofhimwho'conimanded the Enemies Battel) 


he:commits the Charge of his right Wing'ts 
his Son - Archagathns, that was to ingage 'a- + 
gainſt Bomilcar; where an inſolent , treach& 
rous Captain, and diffident - Soldiers, promil 
{ed:the feweſt datigers, and leaſt oppoſition: 
and. he himſelf commands the left,” to'com 
front Hanno;where were all things that are 
tobeexpected in a good Leaderand: reſolute 
Soldiers.  'And becauſe. many\ of! his party 
wanted Arms, he ſupplies them with this in- 
yehtion: he cauſes -them to: t#ke the cover- 
ings. of Shields, and to diſtend?them with 
ſtxcks and rods, and-to ſtuff them out- in the 


form of a Shield/.and gave: ther to ſuch. as 


wanted, and were mthe Rear; 'Aot-as fitfor 
ae; but tocludethe Enemies fight} who-atsd 
diftance couldnot judge them:other than 262 
al Shields. . Anzbleſt his 'Soldigrs ſhould be 
chiſcomfited bythatcerrible profpet of their 
Enemies numberand:Horſe; (forthe Eyes moſt. 
commonly arethe firſt that areauertome in every 
en” Battel) | 
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battel) he had another. / invention to ſecute: 
their minds of Victory : for he cauſed many 
Owles, which he had provided for that pur- 
, to: be let flic ih ſeveral places of the- 
Camp; which flying round about the Army, 
and alghting ſometimes upon the Helmets; 
ſometimes upon the Shields of the Soldiers, 
was taken for an auſpicious Augury, becauſe 
this kind of Bird was conſecrated to Mzzer- 
va a Watlike Goddeſs. And withall he cauſes 
it, as at interpretation of the Omer, to, be 
rumoured that ſhe had aſſured him of a 
happy fucceſs; ; 


\ Theſe Devices, though they ſeem trifles 
andempty projects, yet often prove great mo- 
ments to wonderful ſucceſſes; they raifing in 
theſpirits of an Army great confidence; and 
by that_ Confidence they oyercome. . For a 
Confidence that 1s derived from the concer-. 
ved care and promiſes of Heaven, : and to 
which a Deity gives the firſt Original, is moſt 
ative and vigorous z becauſe a Prediction 
doth not only raiſe an infallible hope; and 
promiſe an afſliſtance from Heaven , but al- 
ſo doth; bythofe hopes, tacitly admoniſh. to 
brave reſolutions. Therefore the Romans, 
who could boaſt of more Victories. than 
any other Nation, uſed to raiſe a. Confi- 
dencein their Forces by the wayes of Religt= 
on 3 for they never would create their by 
uls 


fuls for their Expeditions, levy their Armies, 


begin their Marches, orjoyn m Battel, with-" 


.out their Avuguries' and Aufpicies. And 
without dcing' ſome fuch thing” never did' 
any of their wife and'noble Captains atrempr 


any great a&tion; conceiving it difficult to- 


be ſacceſsful in it, unleſs their Soldiers did 
firſt apprehend that the Gods were on their 
part. And herein doth this Confidence dif- 


fer fromthat which ariſeth in an Army fron: * 


the conſideration of their own ſtrength, and 
contempt of the Enemy : this commonly is 


pregnant with negleCt- of Diſcipline and too 


much ſecurity; but the former never diſ- 
arms it ſelf either by negligence or raſhneſs; 
for the Commanders, who'knew the uncer- 
tainty of humane Affairs, and how much va- 
Nity there was in fach Auguries, uſed thenr 
only to heighten the rude multitude, and 
themſelves in the mean while were careful 
of taking every advantagefor Vidory. 


Agathocles (thathad omittedniopart of care 
or his Army, which wasreadyand prepared 
etther to fight or chaſe, not heavy with lug- 


gape, nor greedy of ſpoil , intent upon the . 


commands of their LeAder, and obferving his 
very nods, not anxious for ſafety, nor too 
preſumptive of Vidory) ſoon found the ef- 
fects of his invention to have raifed the can- 
fidence of his Soldiers. For upon the firſt 

; Charge 
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Charge they ſtoutly repulſed the Punick Cha- 


riots upon their own Foot; and bravely te- 


ceiving their Horſe forced them toflight ; and 


when Harng had brought up his Foot, doing 
all. that the love of his Country and Glory 
exadted from him (for he ought tohave got- 
tenthe Victory by his alone Wing) with ma- 
ny wounds they flew him, ' being ſooner for- 
ſaken by Fortune than .Valour: and with 
him fell the courage of the whole party , 
which were put to Nights onely the Sacred 
Band did for a while ſtoutly endeavour to 
make good: the Retreat. In the other Wing 
Bomilcar did but faintly aſlault the Enemy; 
and ſcarce ſtood upon his own defence, not 
ſeeking the Vidory but the Empire of Car- 
thage, Which he conceived their overthrow * 
would facilitate, and their low condition im- 
pole on his \ Rees and then he doubted 
not with eaſe to ſend the Syracuſans out of 
Africk. Therefore as ſoon as he heard of 
Hanno's death, he divulges it antorg his own 
party, and conimands them to retreat to a 
neighbouring hill : which being very diſor- 
derly performed, the Sacred Band being now 
no. longer able to ſuſtain the victorious 
Greeks, they were at laſt all totally routed, 
every one running the next way to Carthage; 
and caſting away their Arms which they had 
taken for their defence , as if they Gao 
theur own aſfiſtances. 


L 3 The 


F -146 TheSyracuſan Tyrant, Or, Ubi || 
The Sicilians purſued themniot far, but gree-" 
dily returned to the rifling of the Camp; 


where among the othet fpoils, they found the 
preparations not for War, but for Vidory, 
thoſe Fetters which had been provided for 


their Slavery. This increaſed the hatred 'of 


the Enemy, and heightned the joy of the Vi- 
Cory, by the proſpettof the dangers they had 
eſcaped. For although we rather wiſh an urxin- 
ferrupted flouriſhing fortune 5 get ſuch doth not 


affet ws with ſo high a ſenſe of pleaſure, as that 


which Providence raiſes us unto from the ut- 
20ſt dangers. This likewiſe adminiſtred occa- 
fion of diſcourfing and wondering at the Ju- 
ſtice of that overruling power of the world, 
that had thus ſhewed the vanity of humane 
power and counſels, and bound the proud 
Carthagizians in thoſe Fetters which they 
had provided for a deſpicable Eriemy. As 
alſo how quick the returns of hay, 4 may 
be after the moſt deſperate miſery. That there 
3 m0 condition fo low , but may have hopes, 
' m10r any ſo high that is without the reach of 

Fears. The Tyrant, while his Forces were 
entire in Sicily , was overthrown by the 
Carthaginians : yet with the remains of 
that Army he beats his Conquerours. Two 
emulous Cities, Carthage and S;racuſe, both 
at one time Conquerours and conquered, 
ſtraitned and befieged by their mutual 
Forces. The loſs of the Carthaginians in _ 
of ay 
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jTib/ll. The Lift of Agathatles. - 147" | 
[Battel was my great, but uncertain: for 
as 


ſomeſay it Was but one thouſand, others re- 
late three , and others fix thouſand. Aga+ 
#hocles bought this Victory but with little 


blood, forhe1oſtat moſt but two hundred, 
_ and others ſay but two. 


'The Carthaginians amazedat thisunexped- 
_ ed overthrow by ſo weak an Enemy, referred 


their'misfortune to the anger of their neg- 
lected Gods. They conceived Hercules the 
Patron of their City to be offended with 
them, . becauſe they had long diſuſed tofend 
the Tenthsof all their-Revenuesto that God 
at Tre, from whence-they were- extracted, 
which they had moſt religiouſly obſerved at 
the firſt Plantation of their Colony. 'But- 
when their State was increaſed by a conti- 
nued Proſperity, and.their Riches grownto 


avaſt height, their Covetouſneſs alſo inlarge 


ing with their Wealth , they envied ther 
:Gedsfo great a ſum as their Tenths-djd then 
amountunto,. and therefore fenthttle or no- 
thing : either thinking theirGods would be 
pleaſed with the parſimony of their Idolaters, 
and not delighted m an unimployed Frea- 
ſure, ar elſe that by their preſent Felicity 
they were: now able to ſtand by themſetves 
without the care of their Gods. Such 1s the 
common weakneſs of humane minds ,- as 
£0 think the preſent fortune puts;them out 
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of a dependance on Heaven; and fÞ great” 
their ingratitude, that proud with their hap+ 

pineſs they conceive themſelves the authors ' 
of theix own fortunes, and negle& the teſti- 
monies of acknowledging from whoſe boun; 


b 


ty they derived their Bleffings. And being 
"thus inſolent towards their Gods, they grow 
wurious to men', and fo open all the ave- 
nues to deſtruction. This Salſt obſerves of 
his' Romans, who in their firſt beginnings 
were Magrificent in their Devotions, Parſi- 
monious 1n their Families, and Faithful to 
their Friends: but when their Greatneſs 
feared no Rival, and their fortune had left 
 noEnemy, firſt the love of Riches, then am- 
| bition of Command taught them to negle&t 
their Gods, and be perfidious to men, de- 
Groyed their Religion, corrupted:their Con- 
verſe,. debauched their Diſcipline, and at 
laſt overthrew theur Commonwealth. -- For 
Religiow being the Reverence f a Deity, which 
fs ſuppoſed able to reward and puniſh according 
tothe merits of the Worſhippers,” is produGroe of 
good'Orders. Theſe cement the minds of men,and 
lay the obligations of a ſolid faith, which fits 
hem or great aGions, by a mutual confidence, 
which ſeldom fails of good ſucceſs. But where 
Religion is contemned , there the people 
are- not far from ruine ,-or- ſome heavy 
ſcourge; for:that being the foundation of 
\Society, "When it is once ſhaken by-con- 
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But Religions Rites that are worn out by Pro- 
Tperity, when ſecurity makes men more deſirous . 
-of Pleaſures than careful of Religion, are rceo- 
wered by Adverſity. And Fear , though it dges 
-10t ( as the Atheiſts ſay) make Gods , yet it re- 
-vives" their Worſhip. For theſe Carthagizians 
awakenedwith the clamours of their Misfor- 
tunes, ſent a great Sum of Mony with other 
-moſt preciousofferings-to Hercules, and Gol- 
den Shrines for all their other Gods at Tyre, 
thinking to buy off their fury, and corrupt 
their Juſtice. And negleQingno part oftheir 
barbarous Superſtition;they endeayoured to 
reconclle their Saturn alſo, whom they con- 


ceived peeviſh likewiſe. For whereas of 


old they were uſed to:facnfice to him their 


-moſt beahtifal and hopeful Children, nobly 


or honeſtly born., they had of late -put him 


off with common and :{uppoſititious Births. 
| Therefore by a curſed Superſtition which 
extinguiſhed Humanity, (ſach is the fury of a 


Devitiſh Worſhip, that when it is moſt exad it 
increaſes theirCrimes)they choſe two hundred 


Children of their moft eminent Nobleſs for 
' a publick Sacrifice. Beſides, many othersthat 


lay under ſome misfortune, or were afraid 
of ſome great accuſations,offered theirblood 


For their-Gities afety, which were noleſsthan 
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to him by the fa 


three hundred. All theſe were confimed in 
a Sacrifice. For being bound and laid upon 
the arms of their Idol , which was a great 
Imageof Braſs with his handsſtretch'd down- 
wards to the Earth,. the unhappy wretches 
rowled off, and fell intoa furnace of fire that 
was underneath. This cruel Superſtition the 
Carthaginians had brought from Tyre, from 
whence the Jews alſo derived their worſhip 
of. Moloch, - | 


Thopgh they werethusbuſie in their Relj- 
g10us,yet were they not negligent intheir Se- 
cular proviſions: for they fent to Amilcar in 
Sicily, that he ſhould ſpeedily ſend them what 
Forces hecould ſpare 3 and withal they ſent 

fn me Meſſengers the brazen 
beaks of Agathocles's $hips,which their Admi- 
ral had brought to Carthage, with inſtruftions 
how he ſhould uſe them. Amilcar having re- 


. ceived thenews, commands the Meſſengers to 


ſuppreſsthe misfortunes oftheir City, and to 
divulge in his own Army that Agathocles with 
his —_ party were utterly loſt. ' And ſome 
of the ſame men he ſends into Syracuſe, to 
move them to a ſurrender of the Town,which 
could not now hope ſor any ſuccours, for A- 
gathocles was totally overthrown ; 'ahd his 
Ships taken and burnt at Carthage; for an 
evidence of which they ſhewed the brazen 


Beaks which had his mark upon them, and 
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were generally known to be his. The people 

through the preſent miſeries of the $i Fe 

neva. of more capable of any, though Ful. 

terrours 3 andſuchas defired a change of the 

State were molt greedy after News. ' Theſe 
thronging about the Pick Mellengers and 
place of the Treaty, had got ſome inkling of 
the News: it wasſoondivulged; for inapub- 
lick expeRation all were impatient of any 
great ſecret , and eaſily believed. And the 
Commanders in the Fown labouring to ſup- 
pre(;,did increaſe the fame of it: forall diſceur- 
ſes beingforbidden werethe more multiplied; 
and thoſe who, if it had been lawful, would 
have related nomore thanthe truth, becauſe 
it was not ſafe, did by theirill-ſappreſfed fears 
and ſecret whiſperings make more heavy 
things to be conjeftured. | 


The Coyernours of the Garriſon ſulpe&ing 
ſome Seditionand Mutinies might be forme 
by theſe fad tidings, as ſoon as ever they had 
diſmiſſed (which was ſpeedily) the Cartþagi- 


. #ian Envoies, forced out of the Town all the 


unprofitable mouths, and all whom they ſi- 
ſpeed as friends or kindred of the Bandit, 
which 'were about eight thouſand. ' This 
filled the whole City with Tears and Cori- 
fuſion, -and every: houſe had ſomething to 
bewail , either the ſuppoſed deaths of A4- 
zatbocles, and their Friends that were with 
O08 | him, 
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him, orelſe the miſery of thoſe that were 
now to be driven from their City and Houſe- 
hold Gods, and expoſed to. the cruelty of a 
beſieging Enemy. Theſe fad conſiderations 
forced many bitter execrations upon ambit 
ous Tyrants, and their hateful Miniſters. 
But Amilcar, that was a Generous Enemy, 
and had a greater ſenſe of Humanity. than 
was 1n the breaſts of Agathocles's Agents, did 
ſafely permut thoſe expulſed Wretches to re- 
' move from the Walls of. their unhappy 
City , but did more ſtriftly 'befiege the 
Town. And ſuppoſing that the want of {o 
many, whomthey had turned out, had weak- 
ned them as to ' the defence of their Works, 
and that the terrours of his Meflage had a- 
bated the obſtinacy of the Befieged, he ſent 
in anothex Summons, with a tender of 'good- 
conditions to Artander and the Officers of 
the Garriſon, if they would quickly ſurren- 
der. Arntander, thatwas a Coward; and had. 
all his Brother's Vices but none of his Cou- 
rage, was for the delivery of the Town, and 
covered the baſeneſsof his ſpirit with the ho- 
neſt name of.Pity to the People. But Ex- 
ry1a0n an fEtolian, whom Agathocles had left 
in commiſtion with his Brother , was of a 
contrary j ent, ayd perfwaded all the 
reſt to hold out till: they might have ſome 
better intelligence of the ſtate of the T yrant. 
For it was a madneſs tu form any -counfels 

mow 


- 


upon an information from an Enemy , who 
for ' their intereſt will ſuggeſt falſhoods for 
truth, or at-leaſt render things worſe than in 
truth they are. 


'- Amrilcar underſtanding how: his arts had 
miſcarried, and that the Befieged were ſtill 
obſtinate', prepares all things to ſtorm the 
Town. But in'the mean while there came 
intothe Haven of Syracuſe twoGallies which 

Agathocles had' built after his Victory , and 
mann'd with the ſtouteſt and moſt expert 
Sailors, under the command of Nearchws, one 
of his Confidents, to carry the news of his 
ſucceſs to'Sicily.; Theſe having a lucky fail, 
came the fifth day in the Eveningnear to Sy- 
racuſe; andat- break of day the next mor- 
ning, crowned with Garlands, ſinging, and 
wanton with all expreſſions of joy, they 
made towards the : City. The-Punick Fleet 
whichlay inthe mouth of the Haven, upon 
the firſt diſcovery 'ſent out fome Veſſels to 
take themz where. the flight of the one and 
purſuit of the other party made ſo rare and 
ftrong a conteſt, that it called both the Be- 
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fiegers and ys wa to be Spectators; each 
San 


with prayer wiſhes ——_— own 
party, and-by a viciſſitude of Geſtures ex- 


preffing theirhopes and fears, terrifying and 
incouraging, asthey imagined cauſe. Each 
party did their utmoſt, and the Gallies were 
f | then 


T534 TheSyracufanTrart, Or LibME 
then touching the Shore, when the Carthe- 
Yinians had laid hold on them; and had then 
carried them away , had not the Syacuſars 
that ſtood on the Shore , with their darts; 
weapons, and ſtones forced them back, and 

madethem leave the jolly meſlengers-to'tell 
their lucky News. Amilcar Nuppoſing 'that 
rn —_ for an afſault., when the 
at Sea a texpectations had diver- 

ted their aa drew many of their 
Soldiers off from their Guard, ' did immedi- 
ately clap his Ladders to the Walls, and had 


Juſt then pc them, when diſcovered by 
{ome of the Watch that were going about to 
ſettle their Guardathcy iveredivit encoun- 


tred, and the Alarm being giventethewhole 
City, the Carthaginians were beaten off, and 
thoſtkilledthathadalready gottenup. Amil- , 
car” vexed by this diſkppaintment ſlackens 
the Siege, and ſent away 'five thouſand of his 
Army to the defence of Carthage, and permits 
Syracuſe tor a time to pleaſe it felt with the 
joyful News. Where all the diſcourſt now 
was 1n extolling the wiſdom of Agathocles ; 
and what before ſeemed to be but Caprici- 
oes and effects of deſpair, were now by fuc- 
ces fo adorned, that they appeared the 
Counſels'of#he Gods, the onely fafe reſolves 
that.could be made, and the Contriver was 
magnified to the Heavens, that he could do 
morein an Overthrow than the Enemy in. 
1 
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4 Victory. Swtceſss the onely Optick by which 
the Vulgar ſurvey and judge of Connſels. 


- While theſe things were done in S:cihy,and 
Carthage wearied her adverſe Gods with inau- 
fpicious Sacrifices, Agathocles makes uſe of 
his Victory, which the Panick Pride and Per- 
fidiouſheſs rendred more advantageons. For 
that Commonwealth did uſ to treat their 
conquered neighboursas foreigners, and their 
te potent Confederates like Subjets and 
Vaſlals. Which was contrary to the Roman 
Prudence, who the fameday had many people 
both Enennes' and Citizens, and made not 
Wars nor ſought Conqueſts for Tyranny, 
but for their mutual ſtrength! and common 
fafety, and being mingled together by the 
fame cuſtoms and affinity, joyned alſo their 
Intereſts with their Wealth, and were con- 
cerned in a common Fate. Thoſe Citics 
that obſerved not this method to Greatneſs, 
their Empires might be large , yet never 
ftrong nor hſting,' and they periſhed at laſt 
by their own arts, For 10 poſſeſſuon is durable 
which the fword onely gives : but Benefits have 4 
perpetual Obligation. So was it with Car- 
thage, when the fameof theiroverthrow had 
filled Africk with wonder, how ſo great an 
Empire could receive ſo mortal and ſad- 
den a blow by a conquered Enemy; and 
not finding any more obvious ſolution than 

' that 
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that that Cities Name was: ter than her 
Power, their admiration turned into a con- 
tempt of the Conquered, and their former 
injuries perfwaded them to 'an abſequiguſ- 
neſs to: the fortune of the Conquerour, 
Therefore many Cities did readily confede- 
rate with him, and ſent him ſupplies of Pro- 
viſion and Mogy for his Army. He alſo, ' to 
increaſe the terrour, and give new matter to 
Fame, marches within five miles of Carthage, 
and there pitching his Tents, waſted and de- 
ſtroyed by fire and ſword all round abour, 
that they might ſee the burning Villagesfrom 
the walls of Carthage. Then reſolving to 
take in all the Maritime Towns that yet 
were tenacious of their faith to Carthage, 
and would not.comply with him, he fortifies 
his Camp about Ts, and marches to. Nea- 
polzs, which he takes by Aſſault : but, con- 
trary to his nature, he did temporize with 
his Fortune; and as the reaſon of War re- 
uired, did uſe them gently. For the fame of 
lemency is profitable for thoſe that deſign the 
ereFing of a new Empire. Te 


His next attempt was to beftege Adryme- 
ies : during which Siege he enters into Con- 
federacy with Elymas, one of the Lybian Prin- 
ces, that had forſook the Friendihip of de- 
clining Carthage, and intended as little faith 
to his new Aflociate 3 who received him, 

| though 
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though he knew he brought more Name thars 
A ce, being of no aſlured truſt. The 
Carthaginians, when they thought the Ty- 
' rant fo farjngaged at Adrymetws,thathe could: 
not with honour leave that Entetpriſe, ho- 
ped in the mean while to recover Tis ;, 
and therefore ſending out their Forces; they 
ſoon maſtered his Eanip , which was before 
the Town, and then applied themſelves to 
take the Town it felf. Agathocles hearing 
this, after his uſual manner, being ſudden wm: 
Counſels, and happy in the Events, was re- 
ſolved both to yon. {tom the Siege at Adryme- 
txs, and to relieve Tunzs. Therefore takin 
with him a ſmall party, and leaving finarr 
to make good the Siege, with great diligence- 
and ſecrecy he "ollelies himſelf of an Hill 
which lay open to the proſpe& of the Adry- 
metines, and alfo to the Beſtegers of Tunis, 
and at night cauſed his Soldiers to make ma- 
ny and great fites. By this flight Stra 
which was managed onely by the know 
of the Country, (a neceſlary part of Military 
$kill) hedid deceive his Enermesat both pla- 
ces. For thoſethatlay before Txs thought 
he came with his whole Army to raiſe the 
Siege, and therefore they quitted it. And the 
Aadrymetines imagined that they were more 
Forces gathered to ſtrengthen the Siege, or 
foree the Town, and upon that apprehen- 
fion made an immediate Surrender upoa 
com-" 


and takesitby forces, arid by force, and cre- 
dit of his former Victories.., and his other 


arts, . he.got the power of no leſs than two 


hundred Garrifon'd places. 

Having gathered the ſpoils of all that 
Country, 'he marches up into the upper Li- 

4, both to increaſe his plunder, and 

rengthen himſelf with new Confederacies. 
Where when he had continued ſome dayes, 
the Carthaginiuns 1ncouraged by the coming 
of ſome. of their Forces 'from Sicily, renew 
their hopes and deſigns to beſiege Tris, ha- 
ving already recovered many of the neigh- 
bouring'places that had been taken by the 
Enemy. But Agathocles having reccived in- 
telligence of it, haſtes back , and when he 
- was not. far from the Enemy, incamps him- 
{ſelf to refreſh. his wearied Soldiers a whilez 
but commanding them to make no: fires, he 
marches _—_—_ night, and at break of day 
comesupon the Africans like a clapof Thun+ 
der, —_ they were —_ —_ and 
diff to forrage. This ſudden appear- 
—_ fill'd them with an. immoderate fear, 
forthey were fitter for a Journy than a Bat- 


tel; and while they haſted to take Arms , 


their very haſte increaſed their fears. In this 
confuſion he kills two thouſand of them, 
takes no ſmall number, and fo btoke hogs 


_ 4 
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tion. After this he affaults Thepſus, 
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theSiege and their Spirits] who had 
conceived.too ghty .of their awh- ſtrength 
by the acceſs of their Veterane Soldiers. from 
Sicily.  Heightened with this ſucceſs he ſets 
upon Elms the Zibyar King his Conſe 
derate, who had either broken his' 
with him , as was. not; iniprobable 4;the L; 
x25 being ſo unconſtant ind barbarous that 
ey did not underſtand Faith or Peace 4 
or elſe the "Tyrant . feighed that he-did ſo; 
that he might have a pretehce for -blood.and 
ſpoil, which is aslikely. But the ruige of that 
ithleſs King did not a'little pleaſe the 4ſri- 
cams, when ſaw Perfidiouſhels went not 
unpuniſhed: | | BEN 
Put as one blow or favour of fortune ſel- 
dome comes without another of the ſame 
kind; fo. the Sicilian affairs followed' the 
predominant fortune in Africk.. For Amilcar 
impatient that Syracuſe alone; which was the 
nely place thereleft to the Tyrant ; ſhould 
> long ſtop the courſe of tis Victories, and 
hinder him from thoſe Triumphs ar home 
which he had deſerved abroad ; was too ea- 
to ſnatch at that which in a ſhort time 
maſt have NN mw -— hands. be nag 
a ] while by the Fleet at Sea kept 
wo, from the Enemy, and by the _ 
waſted all that the neighbouring Country 
could afford; be might well have expedited 
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raxcly: deſirous of Glory, par: þ Frvcar 
the hopesof a, vairf Auigury, he haftned his 
onrun and "tram ntries r. - For 


s. ha confldered the kntrails of 
a telt him, ** That to aver» 


in Syracuſe. His:de- 

leg Je a bp oa as his 
hopes would have 'it,, & nod the great. Forces 
happy Eraraec. fs wack ſeri eetings 

NCE. aret 
future” bid from the +yes of man ; and it 
rape Jo devine") the hear . makes t 
knowledge of the firtwro ahogether 'ſopivfinons. 
That vain curioſity of ſeeking after it, is puniſlit 
by being ofien made the inſtrument of delivering: 
ns over towhat we fer, and would avoid. 


Aintlear therefore reſolvin g to follow whi-' 
ther the Gods, as he iniagined, did call, pre-' 
parcs all things for a ſtorm; and to 
the terrour, deſigns it to be done in the 
Night. Bur: i: af/ humnane' a ions Dimger hath: 
foo near ution with that which appears good and 
profitable, in whichit os almoſt impoſſible for 
a man to eſcape one if ke intends-the other : as vt 
isin aſſaults by Night, whichare-no leſs dan- 
gerous for the invader than the. ;.mvaded ;; 
wheh every little accident or falſe imagina+ 
tion''may confound and diſturb thoſe that 
are led tothe _ and turn OE on 
them-' 
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afves. fea fo it. fared with 4mifcer. 
or the Enfemy having notice of his refobu- 
wal ſent out in the about three thon- 
land Foor, and four hundred Horſe to lie itt | 


fre etna : elem 
m-their Enterprize , an appall theen 
with thoft refronrs which they intended 


_ _ The Corthaginians , "that thou 
farprize the Town, came on about: 
night the the xnmnrre by utleer binba 
e-guard ; and next to- him fol- 
lowed ro non ny that was Licutenant-Ge«: 
neral of the African Horſe. The Army whe 
divided into two bodies, one of —r__ 
the other of the Confederate Greeks: 
theſe followed a mixed multitude akon 
atzy order or diftipline, ſuck as were intent 
Sport the rifling of the Town, and conld be 
no; advantage to the taking of it. Theſe 
eaſed a greatnaſe and huſtle, whichare ofs 
ten the fore-runners of great Overthrows: 
and the way being alſo rugged and narrow, 
thoſe that __ to carry the Luggage and 
the Scaling-Ladders began to' diſturb one a 
nother in their March, and to contend for 
the-way 5 ſo that forgetful of the Enemy; 
they went to fighting and knotking _ 
themſelves; which making a great noiſe 
confuſion, gave thoſe in he Ambuſh notice. 
of their Eneniesapproach : who prepared for: 
this opportunity,: and — —__ the — 


ofthe upper ground, fiercely aſſaulted then, 
anddid eaſilyincreaſe their Aifrders, cutting 
off the way to fome,- and forcing others to 
fling themſelves down the Precipices. Eve- 


ry place was filled with a confuſed and un- | 


certain clamour, which together with the 


the Szrecuſar Ambuſcade to bear greater 
than: it was. The Carthaginians thus con- 
Prog: ed with RITy border the fad- 
n1 'Enemy , theignorance 
ie ren of their way , w." not 
tell where to echarge,- nor whom to fighr 
with, and in this amazement began to flee. 
Someof thenithar had'not ſpace toulſe their 
Weapons , nor room to flee, were trodden 
1 904 by their own wo Others fell 
upon own party , the night not 
cog betwixt Friend or F OO 
were broken 1n pieces uponthe Rocks, and 
others were oppreſſed with the dying'Car- 
caſles of their Friends and their own lug- 
Fage: ſo that there were various ſcenes of 
th, and every Species of Deſtruction was 
there acted. But Amilcar , that had a long 
time with thoſe about him, made a ſtout reſi. 
ſtance, andin vain, among ſo greatconfuſions, 
incited others to the like, was at laſt himſelf 
taken by the Enemy, and carried Priſoner 
into the Town, his whole Army bem 
_ thus routed and beaten. And Amilcar "gr 
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darkneſs of the night made them conceive 
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been happy howſoever, though in niiſe 
oy erty v6 oo Prone rhorke vith his 
Soldiers. But he outlived his Dignity, that 
with the greater Diſhonour he might periſh 
in Syracuſe.. So uncertain ahdfallactousareall 
'hamane deſigns, that when Amilcar though 
he was invited by the Gods to compleat the 
conqueſt of Siczly , and confummate that 
Glory to which no Carthaginian had' hi- 
therto made fo near an approach, heſhould 
at laſt conclude his Life and Victory in: Sla- 
very, .and. die atthe pleaſure of his beſieged 
Enemies. $ £24 
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* The obſerving Greeks had all their won« 
der raiſed and excuſed in the confideration 
ef this overthrow. For'they could not fiffi- 
cjently- admire the wary, f uncertainties of 
humane Greatneſs, and n changes of 
onditions. © Who may not fear :or” hope 
ings different fromthe prefent, and con- 
trary*o what,are expedted, when Agatho- 
cles, who was a ſtout and "ſubtle Comman- 
der, and had a'very'good Army at the bat- 
tle of Himera , was not onely defeated , 
but alſo loſt the choiceſt of all his Forces ; 
and now . thoſe that were beſieged, a party 
ef thoſe very men that were then beaten, 
did'not onely defeat the Army of the Cartha- 
ginians by an ordinary ſtratagem, and an ad- 
yantage of ground, worſting an'Army of am 
yore Af M3 hurdred 


0 . 
#71 » A 
£ $ + #7 -* 
4 F* > z 


4 | | TYAN IEG? & ary 
: Af EDTA | 
ah 42 weak accident, 4 _ 
Las js. able to ruing the belt formed projects 
preg: the firmeſt rejeleions ; and, 
t there was ſome ſuch power, notw 
ar Love rar 25a _ ſhort % 
cou irits, that: ma 
juſtly cermed the Lord of Hoſts | 4 


_ The Syracuſans having gotten. this iſo: 
TY.,; MOIE by. the of the ights aff 
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the moſt Cans = iN Imitation: 
For they.moſt inhumanel uſed their no- 
ble Priſoner, not 95"; 0 the Dignitie or 
Vertues of the. Perſon , who thropgh' the 
Whole War had done nothing unbecoming 
a Generous Enemy. . They deſpiſed the Ma- 
zelty. of his former Command: and Succeſs; 
forgo humane xe frail, how ſoqn it falls ow 
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breaſts, that; what —_— bours and _ 


. dious Vertwes hath Corn 4 
40ſt and petiſh in one moment: r rm 
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-as were the Tyrant's Offidets , were not oa. 
HE SES 


:Friends could invent, raidi him with 


hisfalſe hopes in the Augury, a dbjecting, 
* ThattheGods were faithjnl to kis . that 
4 had hroudht him tofup that night in Syt 


They ted him boundthrough the whole City. 
with horrid forme, they at laſt killed him 


and cuxrting off his , ſent - it with the 
News to Avathocles into Af rick, Thus fe "4 
Hilear, who was before the terrour of Siry 


but now the ſorn of Syracuſe; more mi 
IM 4 _ 


mbleby the bande Gl into , than-by the 
canioand MANNET. ., 


" ThisRout had: 6 broken and ſcattered the 
ian Army. that they could ſcarce 
meet the nextday.z and when theydid, were 
Unjon.. Thew :Overthraw had 
made them factions,. and (as it is the faſhion 
ofthe Vulgar) each one was ready to Pre 
another withthe common miſery, and obj 
their own Crimes to anothers Malice. 
was increaſedhy thelofs of us ts 
they-could not agree. of a. Succeſſor to him. 
The Africans would have the chief command 
giventooneoftheirown City, that was next 
tn totheir late Commander : but the 
erate Greeks, with the Exiles, contend-. 
ed for & Dimnocrates abr pro uy nd ARR when 
neither party-wquld recedefromtheir defign- 
4 Fichoioeahey followed their ſeyera] Leaders, 
augſe diyid ed. ci, 


The Agrigentives, canſidering this- ag of 
Aj of Sicil ” were perſwaded that For- 
tune preſented them with a fitopportunit -" 
obtaining the Empire of that Iſland. 
Carthaginians they canceived were ſo ws 
ken, that all they could. do, was to defend 
their own City rom , Agatboeles's invaſion: 

inocrates with his Exiles would be con- 
temptible to that Peer which they _—_ 
_ raiſe: 


) 
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they could. ew al no conſiderable atiempe 


i434. 


before they had ropted their power , 
ſetled their Dominion. The qroiygromth 
of which their own arts promiſed, and the: 
pretext which they would uſe for their « 

which was, To fol the Cities in Sicily et Li-- 
berty: for the hate of foreign yoke, the Ty- 
ranny of Agathockes, the innate thirſt of Free-. 
dom, which was in the Greekzfb blood;would: 
eaſily make their aerans be credited ore 
complied with. 


-Swoln with theſe hopes the gentines 
cache? one of their own Citizens, ivadindy: 
General, and furniſhing him with a ſuffici- 
ent Army ſend him forth to' execute their 
counſels. He firſt marches to Gela,where 
received by ſome whom he had before pra- 
Qifed with, he enters the Town by night, and 
becoming Maſter of | it , he there gathers up 
a large _— - Mony, —_— = For- 
ces, and part] orce, and partl 
ſwaſions, Sd Geleans into a conn 
cy with-the Agrigentizes. The fame of this 
plauſible deſign being bruited abroad, all the 
_ _ were not ſuppreſſed by a _ 

orce . 


- 
fic Gaotiſhas. -* 
the Conurinei and Leontirefrom the incur- 
fans af the: Smacuſans, who, like Thieves 
hfoke owt of priſon, being delivered from 
Mw ey al phete mrightonry walt- 
pigs al their neighbours, and: 
Thither the Agrigentive 
robs: rites the Syraq within their 
own walls, beficges and rakes Exetla, and re- 
—_ 1t t0/ its own Democratical tical Govern- 
The Syracuſars being thus hindred 
om fraglale by Land, took. advantage- of 
the Punick negligence, whoſeFleet ſeemed to 
beſtupified with the reiterated Jofles of their 
Commonwealth, and{o were more negligens 
an their Gyards, ſo that the Enemy got 
Sea ſome: Veſlels laden! with -Corn, that did 
for a time ſupply their great wants. Inthe 
_ while _ of the LA keep 
er grow © 
RE 
S and Ca &1: YOKe. e 
Conkeg and: the Tran caingbcd for the 
Lmgiine: of Sicily, and waſted each other with 
Oy there ariſes a third: party to 
the fpoils of both. But the inifeics bf 
ahe Idand were ſtill increaſed by _ 
tenders 


that Liberty which the next 
Pieoderwou revidh romber. by 


o wad mp i Tp 


d:and. tears, the Tyrant's ſucceſs 
__ TED = ) he x player 
8 WAS terranr 
Ain ror 150Wn Citizens; for 
their; Camp as that he might be 
Gn. ſhev them che he 5 rf 
1 t 
pt th with. all- he dreadful Oo 
might augment their ears, The ens 
ad aben refpeds. te. his-unfortus 
patefaith and. valour ; and bowed: down'to 
worſhip that head which was their Enemies 
ſcorn; bewailing: in the loſs of him the un» 
happineſs of Carthage. But. the other mil 
chiefs of War which followed, did dry up 
a tears too:loan, far this their Noble Cap- 


| This Tan-omngy Gacceſs both in: Srcilyand 4 
| e&kmade the $ p ape /an Potter:more prayd, 
[oh taperſivade himſelf that he ſtood above 
F thereach of Dapger. Butthe great Ruler of 
RUNARE affairs dealsfometimes- with Tunemy 
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ashe hath dene with the Lions'of Meſopote» 
2wia, whoſe fierceneſs would make that Coun- 
try deſolate, and the wayes unpaſhble; had, 
Nature provided alittle fortof Fhes, that 
wr wer ny” tos mg into the eyes of: 
thoſe Beaſts, either force them into Mariſhes 
and Fenny-placesthereto preſerve. their ſight 
hes Enemies, whom _ makes 11- 
vincible;. or. xaſperating their revenge 
and ſo ſtarve for want of fight and food: So 
Providence reſtrains the fury , ' and curbs 
the Pride of ſuch Motiſters as Tyrants-are, 
by ſome. abjef . means and inconſiderable 
ibeted rocierem,, pr pd 
inn -Drun 3 ani 
Feaſts . ſometimes revenge the' oppreſied 
world, and overthrow that power which is 
unrefiſtiblebyArms. Thus Agathockswas al- 
moſt ruined, + when his Enemies were moft 
weak, and by an unexpetted Mutiny of kis 
ewn Army, occaſioned by a flight accident 
. which gave beginning to it And many times 
ſmall beginnings haze great effe&s-,- men being 
more willing to follow a motion than to lead it. 
The Tyrant jolly in his Succeſs and the ob- 
CEquiouſneſs of Fortune, inves all his Offi- 
cers to a. Supperz where-ane of them,” na- 
med Lyciſcus... being drunk ;* began to rail 
at him, andupbraided him-with hgy'ox 2-% 
rimes, 


are to hate ever the Liberty of | 
ſuſpe# thoſe who 
rt, 


diſtemper , replics' onely by jeaſts and con- 
tempt, the ſooneſt way to blot out re 
proaches. But his Son Archagathas (who 
ht his Fathers Fortune needed no Pati- 

ence, and becauſe the drunken ſpeeches had 
fo-much of Truth, that they left too ſharp 
a remembrance ) with much 'fary returns 
the like language mixed with threatnings. 
This heatoutlaſted the Feaft, and every one 
departs towards his Tent. But Archagathas fol- 
lowing, and preffingupon Lyciſc#s, hedid at 
hft upbraid him alſo of Inceſt with his Fa- 
ther's Wife Alcia. Upon which Archagathas's 
blood boiling as high in choler to have his 
Crimes divulged, as it did before in Luft, 
and as he was prompttodo any baſeneſs, he 
was equally inſolent and unwilling to hear of 
it, he ſhnatches a Javelin from one of the 
Guard, and runs Lyciſc#s quite through the 
body; who falling down dead was by his 
Friends. conveyed to his Tent. _ ag 
| bon 
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rename 
FT and many of? 


nita ſhew of a ſe Soul. - "Theſ: 

- dorie to their Friend, SD 
evra ap th what he had ſuf 
\ with — 

ba, ae tho Cup rn onde 
cers, who fearedthe Tyrant for ſors 
—_—_ Go that alaſt efery Oe amae 
ren gernt une are the inceftuous Mare 
| the angry Choſt of 
_——_— Enenyesbloud; threats 
ring , that if Agdthockes world not deliver 
ups Jt hey they would fatisfic their. 
with his Head. Then did their anger in- 
—_ new cauſes of quarrel, and clanioured 
out for their Arrears: and to fhew their in- 
tentions for a real fatisfation ; they choſe 
themnew Leaders, ſeized upon all the Forts 
and Gates of T*»j#s , and ſet 4 Guard wpon 
the Tyrant and his Sv. Fhiis as # # the 
ature of the multitude either baſely to ſerue, 67 
prondly to domineer, they had in amormnent caſt 
off all that fear and reverence of the Ty- 
rant, which ſo many terrours and folohg# 

©ondutthad habituated them unto: 


Agtthotlet 


Ml biety 


cret infirumentsto praiſe themuto- aRevols, 
promiſing to-pay all their Arrears, and. am» 
ple rewards to the Agitators in it, ſothat mas 
ny ofthe Officers undertaok the E 

racnt. Agathocles ſtartled at theſe. 

thought his life and fortunes were no at 
the utmoſt verge,: and fearing if he were de- 
hvered upto bis Enemieshe caſt with igno- 
rainy and torture, end his dayes, he eoncei» 
ved it better to:commit himſelf to the fary 
of his own Army+; and {ince his Life was 
gone, he would.onely provide for the de» 
cency of his Death 5 and withall. try, whe». 
ther his old Arts of diſlembling would tif 
prove _— Onely the doubt was how he 
ſhould proceed: whether he ſhould go-and 
opiate to-their Fury the. Majeſty. of: 

mander, which might force aReverence when 
f they @w a perſon of-ſo great Experience, _ 
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that had for a long time been: the chief foun- 
tain CIAIIY Reward s or whether 
he ſhould go by ſuch a 'way' of fear ' and 
trembling as would conceal all his arts: of 

ing and ſpeaking, and fo be more 


powerful - mitigate the incenſed Rabble? 
'or it is the 


cuſtom of the Valgar to be changed 
by ſudden and ef appearances, and\be as 
ny Ry immoderate in anger. 
This laſt way was. t-molt expedient 5 
and- therefore laying afide all his Robes-and 
Enfighs' of- Power , ſquallid and: deformed 


with fear, - with a countenance compoſed to 


tears, yet fullof.Prideand Anger, he comes 
into themidiſt of the Soldiers, who were pre- 
ſently moved with the miſerable habit of 
him whom before they envied. He ſpeaks 
to this purpoſe; | 


& Had the Gods txdited my Life ws 6 Sacri- 

« fce y Armies ſafety , or deſtin'd me to 
Ke" a « 6-4-4. on Jy ik of 
< Syracuſe , their Decrees had bet but the an- 
<« fer of my Prayers, who have already devo- 
« ted my life #0 yohrs and my Country's ſervice. 
& But tobe ſold by thoſe whome I have preſerved in 
<< Liberty, and made Lords of Africk ; that 
< ay death ſhould be their ignominy whont have 
<«leadgpnd tanght the wayes of Gloty; gives me 
< inſt cauſe 10 complains of their Severity | It is 
< 208 that I fear Death, for 1 need no other w 
reſſes 


Le A 2 WI 3 \ $41 PE 
4 nd > 3+ 4 M2 <7. « v2 4 
Is Se «7; 19-94 088-27 0 SS. 4 c 
- SAS. OS : 


FE : A i N "—_ YG 
7 3D £2 Fans © 44d i ha IE PE 2 Bhs BIG 
bg 0 5 INE AF. ol 3 1 os E: nf xp WY be Ir.” }= 4 
I IAG Ss es 2 he AY "7 Py Dy be ML TRICE IR " th I 14% + v5 £ S 53435 
4 . A #7 F $© 's 2 * 4 A - . La Y « - 
7 40 © = F E my SY S.4 2 
”y ' 4 - wy i ot s I 1 5 5 Fi ' 5 . ' 


i. MM a a A TM A © 


adi, & ans. £5. SE oath as. ft att Eh und art rai need, 


WW QO WW &  &+ F: "% WW 5 


wu + 


meſſes than our ſelves how often I have pros 
* voked it for your emolument. Nor ant I fright» 
ff to become the mockery of that Emerity on 
phoſe ruines I have already raiſed fach pil- 
'* lars of Glory as cannot be waſted by the mas 
< lzgnity of Time, or undermined by the diſho+ 
"© 20h of ##y Girave. But your eternal Infamy 
< that have ſold your Captain , and the Slavery 
"© of our Commonwealth , which will loſe a moſt 
< zmduſtrious and faithful inſtrument of her prex 
* ſervation, are the greateſt terronrs my deſtru- 
* Fon brings. Beſides, the diſmal effe@s that. 
* zt will hateeven upon Vertut it ſelf, and be de- 
* ſtru@ive to the Society of following Generati- 
*ons : for i#y blood ſpilt in this mutiny will 
* confirm the licentions inſolence againſt Magt= 
" 'ftracy,and diſtourage the pions zeal of Children. 
**for their Fathers honour. It is true indeed, the. 
*f00 much piety of my Son hath raiſed this Tumnlt 
* by more Duty than Conſideration. For dange- 
< rous Events do follow even Honeſt Adions, if 
* Prudence do not moderate the courſe of Juſtice. 
<< But his greateſt Crime 'was, that he anticipa- 
«red your fury, and prevented your reenge of 
** your own injuries: for thoirgh the Majeſty of 
*z Prince and the honour of 4 Magiſtrate were 
* but empty names, and tain ſhadows; yet it is 
« your concerniment that He which is your Com- 
< 2auder, ſhould tiot be eſteemed the worſt of men, 
« as that drunken Railer would late rendred 
we; becanſe that Society is near & diſmal diſſo- 
| N ©« Juljor, 
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76 Syraculan 7 yr amt 
«© dj lation _ e Chiefor +l 
po med. vg af wan to oh 
rnce the Gods have decreed the end of 
©rious Enterpriſe by my death. For dof 
"© to lead you to fire the ” Gates of Tre 
"©t0 M0 rap our Arrears in ranſacking her ies, 
2 you have applauded | Fn diſhonouy , and 
* conſpired the. betraying 7 your moſt faithful 
o * Servant: ? Or what 4 bh wy” v7 
*fear your Arms, when by theſe baſe Arts 
Vigo they cannot) they can ruing oor 0 
n cers, and make Fe: Yind their yokes = 
* i your ownnecks? 1 er e toliveno longer to ſee 
W.. our Infamy, nor will 1 experience theUruelty or 
ec e 


Mency of an other , but free and ſa SO 
< with my 01 Tere and glory will antici 

& all danger. Orely deſy eſrre 20u, that 11 

© time your cruel ol fattbleſf Enemy will” 


<« 201 to ſurvive wk you will remember 
"AO the brave Examples, and put me in the. 

 zumber of thoſe that by an Hononvable End 
&« kavee ek the Publicl Miſeries. 


Having ended his Speech, he drew out his 
Sword, and put it to hisBrealt; as if he had 
iritended to have killed himſelf : which was 
-a&ted with ſo much life, (forhe was an excel- 

Tent Mimick,) that the rude multitude, un- 

- acquainted withthe arts of Tyrants, and their 
too much fear of death, thought it was real. 
Therefore with loud acclamations, and ſtri- 
king 
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b their Sheilds, which 1 
5 the way whereby the Greek Souldiers did 
ule to expreſs their Deſires, they cryed ont, 
«© That he ſhould forbear the ruine of himſelf and 
«them, that, they did arquit him of all Accuſati= 
ons ; and with a ſhout begged and gave par- 
don at once, deſiring him to re-allunig his 
Royal Habilimentsz which while he puts on 
my Ss, and. thanks the changeable Multi- 
ty px ſoſoon was diftering from it ſelf, 
and that before being nothingbut Fury, did 
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now become all Patience. ' For ney Mul- 
titude is moveable, , eſpecially that of Soldiett;, 
ſo that the Remedies of Sedition are as caſte as 
the beginnings of it. The Tyrant's Speech 
having recovered ſomuch pity as ſerved hint . 
for Authority, and ſeing thereturnof Obe- 
dience., and that the Soldiers were now fit 
to receive Commands , he preſently turns 
the remainder of their fury upon the Ene- 
my, who were expeQting the iflue of their 
Practices, and the Revolt of the whole Army, 
of which they had received ſome already. 
Whom when they ſaw. marching out , they 
conceived to be ſuchas had forſaken the Ty= 
rant, and were coming over to them; for 
the ſpeed of Aegathocles had prevented any 
News of the change in the City: and when 
he was come nearthem, he tells his Soldiers, 
« That now they ſhould expiate their ſeditions fu 
* ry, and blot ont their Treaſon with the blood 
N 2 a 
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of the Anthors , and turz their Cxime to their - 
Honour. Then ſounding a Charge, he cha- 
ſes the Africans totheirown Tents, who be- 
ing decerved with this ſurprize, made nore- 
ſiſtance, but left many of their Fellows dead 
upon the place, as teſtimonies of the Sicili- 
ans Repentance. 


Though Agathocles had thus dexteroufly 
eſcaped this great danger, and revepged him- 
ſelfon the Africans, without any other loſs 
than of two hundred Authors of the Sedi- 
tion', that had. revolted to the, Enemy; yet 
was his hatred ftjll alive of the. whole Ar- 
my, that had put him to ſuch affrightments: 
and could he have been fafe, he would have 
contrived their. univerſal ruine. So im- 
placable are the ſpirits of Tyrants. Yet not- 
withſtanding . he intends to divide them, 
whom the contemplation of their number of- 
ten incites to Sedition , . and makes thenx 
{corn to ask that Pay which they ſee they can 
force. Therefore leaving the reft of the Army 
with his Son,to ſecure Tx, and the acquiſiti- 
ons thereabout,he takes with him eight thou- 
ſand Foot, and four hundred Horſe, and 
* follows the Carthaginian Forces, who were 
”_ into Nymidia to ſuppreſs ſome In- 
urreCctions among their revolting Subjects. 
, Where though by their ſpeed they had re- 
duced many to Obedience, and by modera- 
ting 


Lib.1T. _ The Liftof Agathocles. 179 | 
mating their Commands recoyered the-Aﬀe- 
ftions of othersz, yet did they not dare to 
give battel to the Greeks., but encamped 
themſelves on an: Hill defenſible by nature, 
and incompaſſed abqut with Rivers of a dif- 
ficult paſſage. Then they commanded their 
Numidians that were in Arms for thera, af- 
ter their manner of fighting, {till to follow 
the Sicihavrs, and by many ſudden aſlaults to 
retard their march. But Agathocles ſending . 
-out his Slingers and Archers to encounter 
with them, leads his other Forces forwardto 
findthe Enemy ; who being certified of his 
approach, ſent out a party to hinder his pal- 
fage at the River, where .they ſlew many of 
his men. But the Sicilians, though leis in 
number, yet greater in reſolution, andheight- 
ned with matiy Victories, forced their pal- 
ſage, and ſtoutly maintained the fight with 
the Carthaginians, , 


Jn the mean. time thoſe Namidiars that 
were on Either ſide, forbore the fight, being of 
an unſteady faith, like their fandy ſoil, nei- 
ther united among themſelves, nor conſtant 

_adherers unto others ; and ſtanding. like 
Spectators of the Combare ,- and as ſo ma- 

ny. Vultures watching to. prey upon the 
falling Carcaſles,, they determined to. rifle 

the Camp and Luggage of which party ſoc- 
yer was worlted. - At laſt theday inclining to 
"Ps. "Tom 
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Agathocles, he Ported the Africans to their 
Camp , whic being well fortified the 
bane yy defended.ard returned more woot 
ey did ! receive: yet ,was the Ty7 

bhi to force them within their Deferi- 
Gs, hoping to complete the Victory fo hap- 
Pilybegun. The Numidians ſeeing the Car- 
thaginians (o, well preſerving their Camp , 
though they loft 'F Field, immediately turn 


their rhe upon Agathocles's Tentsz where _ 
Ritis _ wereleft for the guard 
eth, the ook all the Priſoners and ſpoil, 


i like Birds * Prey, when they had got the 
ſoil madeno delay, but haſted away. The 
rant hearing 's this, drew -off 4 the 
run to ſuccour his own Cam "p; bit 
their haſte and the approaching nj in hlive 
ed them from his te enge, and t 
with the preateſt part of the ſpo i. A par. vra 
therefore to ſupply the loſs Nis Arthyy had 
ſuſtained by the Nymidians,didequallydiyide 
 amon g the Soldiershis own Booties, leſt they 
ſhould mutifly. Tn this battel were taken a 
. "rhouſand Greeks, whereof five hundred were 
| Pr ers , Whom hatred of the Tyrant had 
ſerved the Carthagirtians. Theſe being all im- 
- prifoned in a Garin, fearing the cruelty of 
"the Tyrant, by nightſctupon the Guards; but 
; _ _— tired" into a ſtrong place 
ey intehded to defend'till they in mi 
wo _ Articles. Agatbocles _—_— of i 


dr as 
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draws up his whole Army againſt them, 
whom K fear of preſent death Sade forget- 
ful of the perfidiouſneſs of the Tyrant, and 
Þ they yielded up hw pn upon hisQath 
that he would ſpare their Lives: which they 
had no ſooner gone, but he, kill them every 
man. 


Norwithilanding all theſe Overthrows, 
#h& Carthaginians were not broken 1 io. El 
Courage and Reſolution for Empire; ( 
is always the {nd of great Ros, not t0:va- 

with their fortunes ) 909 bþ theref nh 7 
Iittle r repent ; of their unhappily-defends 
berty, that they choſe = to be overcame 
thannotto attempt at Victory: a tem! 
retained as long Foy they or þal a a 
yy laſt War wh the pans I re ever 

kerb would Fi to quit. their City , they 

ulſed down their Houſes, for Timber to 
py wid a Navy; and when they wanted Iron 
and Braſs, t cy melted their Gold and Sil- 
ver for the ſameuſesz and'their Matrons cut 
< Ga ar to. make Cordage for thejr 
undaunted Reſolution, their 
=> hg refer ic el Armies, their warineſs of 
enga Hh - thehardineBG and ex] erience which 
by their ot Conflicts they had acqui- 
oy, the difficultics@f thislaſt Skirmiſh, and 
the mach btood the Viftory colt him, made 
the Tyrant ſe ” FR ſuch a petit 


Prince 


192 The Syraculan Tyra, Or, Lib.Bl: 
Prince as he, anda ſingle City that was block: 
ed up, and could afford him no ſupport for 
ſo vaſt deſigns, were to fo mighty a Com- 
monwealth, that ſeemed inexhauſtible in her - 
Treafiires , and ſtore of men, and that at 
this rate they could longer hold out with 
their Overthrows, than he with his Vidories : 
for his Forces were worn out with the Suc- 
ceſles,and therecould be little truſtin the Sol. 
diers he gathered from the conquered people. 
He ribs caſts about to get thoſe Sac 
cours ſomewhere elſe that he could not ex; 
| pet from. home. Among thofe whom he 
thought on, none appeared fo fit for his de- 
Yn as Ophellas , who having been one of 
the Commanders of Alexander, in the par- 
tage of that Empire had ſeized upon Cyreng 
in Libja, and had made himſelf Prince there. 
-of; with which it was known that he was 
not contented, and therefore had many pro- 
je&stoenlarge his Dominion, and Tr) ch 
f{afeminen, _. | 


This man Agathocles judged fitteſt for his 
urpoſe , and calieſt to be mpoſed upop, 

_ For Ambition infatuates , and while it preſents 
the lnftre of Greatneſs, dazles the Reaſon , that 

it cannot ſee the dangers and difficulties in 
* the acquiſition, ndr look, .into. the PraGices of 
thoſe that tempt them. To him therefore the 

| Tyrant ſent Ortho a Syracuſan as Ambaſſa- 
ET : ., 


dour, to cajole him into this War , and asa. 
reward of his dangers makes profer of all the. 
acquiſitions he had already made , or ſhould: 
hereafter make by their Jaint Forces m As. 
frick, For he conceived Sicily an Empire 
| large enough-for his Ambition, who modeſt- 
ly thoyght too great a Command was dan- 
gerous, and. in great poſſeſſions men made 
themſelves too obnoxious to. the ſtrokes of 
Fortune. He had made. this War upet the 
Continent onely to divert the Africars from 
he INland, and 'to blot out the 1gnominy of 
Th Overthrow at Himerq , not ta ne 2 
Kingdom there , which was divided by fo 
yaſt a Sea fromhis Principality of Syracuſe. If 
hereafter his deſires ſhould be enlarged with 
his fortunes, he had Italy nearer him, a place 
fitter for his deſigns, and where he had better 
pretenſjons, and there he ſhould exerciſe: his 
yalaur , and enlarge his Empire ; but all A- 
frick he would eave to Ophellas, as fitteſt for 
the King of Cyrere. 


"2 
28 
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_ Thiswrqught thedelired effe&t on Ophellas, . 

who Ea: Jobs long waiting for ſuch-an op-- 
portunity, greedily {wallowed the Bait. For 
men are more deſirous of acquiring that which 
is anothers, than careſul to preſerve their own. 
This made him not reflect upon the party 
with whom he had to do: but as one of the 
leſſer birds of prey,who are eager to ſeize on 
that 
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that which their nature incites them to, hut 
do not look unto 4 greater fowl whichis a- 
bove them, and ſeeks to fallow them with 
their Jo 3 ſb he onely conſidering the Em- 
pa. Carthage , did not mind the infamous 
erfidy of Agathovles, but haftily concludes 
a _— ith him, and provides for the Ex- 
pedition. To this end he ſends Mony and 
ficers to Athens, from whence he had max- 
ried aWife of the ſtock of the famous MI- 
#7426, thit by the favour of her Friends they 
might levy Soldiers there, and gather up 
ſome other ee Grecians who 
were eaſy perſjraded to this Eqncrpriſe 
for they found Greece a moft' troubleſome 
plice, waſted and haraſſed by theſeveral pres 
tehfions and wars of Alexander's Comman- 
ders, and therefore' hoped for a more ſafe 
and cafie Warfare with richer Spoils in 4- 
frick, and promiſed to themſelves the pillage 
of Carthage. With an Army. made up 'of 
ſuch Ophellas marches from Cyrexe with above 
ten thouſand Foot, fix. hundred Horſe, and 
a hundred Chariots that were furniſhed with 
three himdred men; and befides thofe thit 
were liſted there followed above ter Thou- 
ſand with their Wivesand Children, in hope 
of Booty and Spoil, as if they went to plant 
Colomes, not fight Battels, in 2% Theſe 
travelling throughthe dry and ſandy Defarts 


. 


of Libja, where they were often in great di- 
| | _ 
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Lib.l. The Lift of Agathocles. 18g 
ſtreſs both of Water and Victuals, and often 
hatt by thoſe Serpents Which are natiiril to 
that Soil; at the end of tho months came to 
—_—_ of Aeathocles, tired and half - 
miſhed, 


| The Tyrant went out to meet Ophellas 
rhe | ca- 


whom he entertaimsat firſt with prod 
reffes, ſends him convetiient nd ſcaſonable 
Preſents, often entertairis bit at Fealts, in 
tenderneb perfivades him to reſt and refreſh 
his Army before he wig: 17 them to, Adtion, 
and agrees with him in all the Counſels con 
cerning the management of their Enterpriſe. 
One — Fraud, the other through Faci- 
lity, mutually grant and receive every thing. 
Opheltas adopts Archagathus for his Heirts his 
hoped Kingdoni, and Agathotles ſuppreſſes 
fora while his bloody and greedy diſpoſition, - 
Which was impatient in Society of Cot» 
mand, Yet allthe while he.had an eyeupon 
his new Gueſt; and having intellency 4 
bout him, When he underſtood that Qphellas 
was moſt ſecure, and that the greateſt part 
ofhis Forces were gone forth to forage, he 
ſuddenly calls together his own Soldiers, and 
to themdeclares, that © he had found by expe- 
&* rience how impoſſible it was that there ſhould 
« be Faith and Concord betwixt two Comman- 
« ders in chief; for Ophellas, whom he had 
* called to their aſſiſtance, and invited to a Con- 
FE +"  Efederacy 
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& federgcy in that rich War , had notwith- 
«< fFanding nngrateful praices to cut them and 
&« hin off 5 and of this he was aſſured by the 
<« Intelligence he kept about him : that GON 
&© they ſhould adviſe what courſe was fitteS? for 
& their ſafety. They were ſoon exaſperated 
by this falſe accuſation, and deſired him to 
lead them out to revenge. Which he pre- 
fntly did, and found Ophellas » ſuſpecting 
no ſuch uſage, without any ſtrength about 
him, and therefore eafily 4 though 
he made a ſtout reſiſtance , *till he was k1l- 
led. When he ; was diſpatched , Agethocles 
forced and perſwaded the reſt to.lay down 
their Arms, and ſurrender themſelves to his 
condud@ , . promifing them that- they ſhould 
- find better hopes under his Command than 
was to be conceived from Ophellas: and ſo 
wrought oyer his whole Army. . Of which 
ſuachas wereunfit for Service (together with 
the Spoils of Ophellas) he ſhips for $ yroaſe: 
 butthey were allloſt by Shipwreck ; ſo that 
_the.Tyrant enjoyed not any benefit of his 
Perfidiouſneſs, either of what he had ſent a- 
way or what he kept; for it was not long 
after, that thoſe. men whom he had deprr- 
ved of a Captain , did revenge the injury 
in the blood of his Son. | 


_ At the very time that Agathocles was un- 
faithful to Ophellas, as if ſame perfidious in- 
| x". men 
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fluence did then: work upon all corrupted 
minds , did Bowilcar attempt the like upon 
his own Citizens. Who though he was ſu- . 
ſpected to have a long time intended theTy- 
ranmy, yet was ſtill Pafered to continue im: 
the City; either. a more powerful Enemy 
and greater Fears employing all ther 
thoughts, and ſo cauſed a neglect of his pra- 
ices; or elſe Carthage, as all Common- 
wealths,was too ſlow in their determinations, 
leſs wary in their proceedings, and much 
reſf of their greateſt Citizens; which 
make Conſpiracies againſt them more ſecure 
in the management, than ſuch as are formed 
againſt Princes. He had often ſought an 
opportunity to fatisfie his Ambition. But 
great Crimes are full of Fears, Delayes , and 
frequent change of Connſels z and that which 
in the proje@ion ſeems full of its reward , where 
it comes to be aGed looks big with danger. There- 
forehe had long deferred his Enterprize. But 
now, when the City was dejedted by the in- 
creaſe of their Enemies in the coming of O- 
thellas, and the moſt eminent of the Nobleſs 
were employed in Numidia to keep their 
Lubjects quiet , he thought the afffightad: 
Multitude would tamely Fabmir to him, and 


that now there was no reaſon to delay thoſe 
Counſels, which are never praiſed 'till they 
be acted. 


There- 
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p the City into his hands, than euſted 


Bomilcartherefore not ſeeking for Aid as 
broad, nor mingling Connſels with Agatho- 
cles, who he might fuſpe&t would be as faith- 
leſs as himſelf , but relying on his own 
ſtrength, which was five hundred of the ba- 
ſer Citizens, that were eaſily allured with 
the hopes of Spoil, and a thouſand Merce- 
yaries that he had gotten, proclaims himſelf 


King. Then marching from the place where 
| they 


raed: lon wh pars 
ifthe Myltitude be =. rind Frag He 93a 
terrible  buct when they to fear, they grow 
weak to contempt. And ade ingly the Ci- 
Roms were at firſtaffrighted, ſuppoſing this 
umult was cauſed by e Enemy, to whom 
the City had been betray od, and ſo fled. and 
hid ride melon But bein at laſt acquaint- 
ed with the truth, Hatred and An re: (the 
two ſtrongeſt and moft ſuddgn aſlions 
that one of their own City ſhould increaſe 
their Miſery , and atterfpt their Bondage, 
While they were reſiſting a foreign Tyrant, 
expelled their Fears, and armed all the Youth 
xo revenge. Who gathering together in {&- 
yeral Bodies, led by the wiſeſt Citizens, who 
would not ſuffer the conſent and farſt Indi 
paBi0n of ſo great_ a multitude to langui 74 
fr upon the Ty rant in the Piazza, whither 
he was then iw:boee He being bravely af: 
ulted by theſe, and there being alfo from 
the Houſes round, about the Market-place, 
poured all the inſtruments of death and'an- 
gcr that Womenand Children could manage 


upon his party 3 ſo many of thcm were = 
ed 
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led or wourided, that he was 
his Ground, and draw off to the. place fron 
, whence. he at firſt ſet forth.  But- his flight 
ethboldened and increaſed his Eneniies, and 
in his retreat through the narrow Lanes ima- 
ny more of his men were mich wound 
from the Houſesz and when he came to the 

lace he intended, they cloſely beſieged 

it. Bowzilcar ſeeing his Deſignbroke; parlies 
with his Befiegers, and with as nitch Baſene 
as he had begun with Villany, he putsan end 
to his ambitious hopes, yielding himſelf uþ 
upon Articles of Impunity. | 


All the reſt that had been his Inſtrunients 
were pardorll, their Miniſtery to his Wick- 
edneſs being imputed to their Weakneſs: and 
it was not ſafe now to draw much blood 
within their Walls , when ſiich rivers were 


ſpilt without. Onely the Tyrant himſelf 


muſt by his death ſeal the ſecurity of the 
Commonwealth, and fatisfie the publick ha- 
tred. For Hatred that is raiſed by danger out- 
laſts the Fear: nor doth the conquered ceaſe td 
be hated, till he ceaſe to be. Therefore not- 
withſtanding the publick Faith for his impu- 
nity,. he was thoſt cruelly tortuted, and af- 
terwards crucified. He {hewed himſelf con- 
ſentaneous both in life and death ; for from: 


_ + - the Croſs, as from a Throne, his impetious 


and proud Sfirit decJaimed againſt the Inz 
gras 
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itude and Cruelty: of the Carthaginians - 
objecting : to them how they murdered 
Heanno, whom they had falſely accuſed with 

the affectation of bang ſhed Giſeo, 
Whoſe Innocency their WickedneB could 
not endure ; baſely paſſed private ſentences 
of deathagainſt his Uncle Amilcar, who wiſe- 
ly endeavoured to. make Agathocles rather 
their Friend than their Enemy: and in this 
fury , becauſe he - could not revenge the 
Crimes he objefted, he breathed out his reſt- 
le(s Soul. Thus Corſpiraries, if they do not 
ruine , yet defame the Magiſtrate; and when 
they thrive not ageinſh them; are Pappoſea fo 
come from them 4s imuentions td cover their A- 
rurice in ſeizing upon the! Eſtates of others, or 
#0 hide their inhumane thirſt of blood. This was 
the end of Bomilcer, who following the 
ſame Deſigns with Agathocles; had yet- a dif 
ferent iſſue; for the CroGrewarded his wick- 
ednefs, when Power and Greatneſs was the 
price of the others. Not: to refer this diffe- 
rence either to the Juſtice of Heaven; by 
conceiving oneto be more wicked than the 
other, and that he which thrived was leſs 
impious than he that periſhed in the under- 
takings; for this would injure that immacu- 
late juſtice and: purity of Heaven: nor to a- 
ſcribe. it to the. Pity of Providence ; who 
would, not afflift the miſcrable Carthagrni- 
ans, that Jaboured under the fury of a moſt 
Q bloo- 
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bloody foreign Enemy, with thoſe! greater 
muſthiefs ow change of Goverit- 
ment ,, and of neceſſity flow fronva Dome-+ 
ſtick Tyratiny. Butwemayin reafon af 
this cauife;,' 'That the different Events 
 ariſe-from thoſe divers. occaſions which! ei- 
ther took for his Enterpriſe. Fhe:Syracuſar 
found a corrupted State to work upon , (for 
in' none but tach'do Tyrants arile;,) but the 
dfricen = _ For whereas'a State is eor-- 
; either through-a lon Profperity ; of 
ks of Fations m'1t, oth iwhich make 
the people decline-fionrtheir ancient Confti- 
tutions;. .Carthage- at\this' time was delivered 
from both theſe ſprings of Corruption; be- 
cauſe being pteſled witha tedious and (cruel 
War, they were: alt united againſt the com- 
mon:;Eneniy , and/being; to” fighe for their 
ervation , they could not-attend the fa- 
tisfaction bf thoſe hiſts: which-are: moſt petu- 
lant againſt the eſtabliſhed Laws. -Which Bo- 
milcar's1mpotent ambition not conſidering ;, 
nailed: him to the: Crbfs. m ſtead' of fixing 


About'this time alt the family of Alexan 
der the Great was quite extinguiſhed. ' His 
 BrotherAridew with his. Wife Gearyalice were 
kifled by his MotherOly-pias. Sheafterwards 

beſieged, and by Famine forced. todeliveru 
. her ſelf to Caſſander , was by him murdered. 
Roxane 


. th. OA... ih Yet. Roy, arr 


Laytul 


Roxane bas Witt, Fu, her Th per 
Alexander, fell by the ſame hand: 
ſo Hereules his Sonby Barſire. His a a e 
opatra was alſo put to death by the p! 

of Antigonws.. So that there. remained no; Heir 
unto that great Troubler of the World. Pos 
he that had ſhed ſo tmuch blood for ag 

ty. Name, had nothing but that Name | 
HisCommanders, who as lo as any of theſe 
did. ſurvive, Mere contented with the th 
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The aſſumption of the Royal, Title mads- 
noalteration 1hthe natirte of Agethocles, but 
in his next enterprize heexceeded his former 
Inhumanity.. For intending to reduce Utica 
that had revolted from him, he ſuddenly lies. 
down before it , and ſurpriſes three' hun- 
dred of the Citizensthat had emploied them-" 
ſelves. in. the neighbouring Country. By | 
theſe men he offers oblivion and pardon, 1f 
they would return to their obedience. The 
Citizens that wete ſenſible of his ations in 
Africk,, that his Faith was to, be meaſured by 
his Luſt; that, po greater miſery could hap- 
pen to the 1 than what the' ' ſhould Tun into 
if they didexpet hisMercy'; that they ſhould 
periſh if they. wete & "alla they 
muſt do'fo if they ſarrendred; that [there 
was nochoice to Be. made but this, whether 
hey ſhould loſe eat & with fcortr 
ind contumely, or fperid it in a gallant 
defence and mn did therefore refuſe 
all Peace with him. When heſaw they would 
notbe deluded by falſe hopes, he endea- 
vours to reduce them by their affections, 
and would ſack the Town by a force upon” 
Nature. For making Engines of Wood, or 
them he hangs the furprifed Citizens , under 
the ſhelter of whom he ſets his own Soldi- 
ers, and ſo brings them cloſe to the Wall: fo 
that whatſoever Armsthe belieged did direcy 
to' kill their Enemies, muſt firſt _ 
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their deareſt Friends. ;The Uticenſes were at 
firſt, ſtupified by this:inhumane art, ;and in 
-Pity .durſt ,not ſhoot thoſe. Arrows 1n.: their 


owndefence, which would ſpill the blood 


of thole they deſired to fave. But the Enem 
reſſing hard upon them, they preferred'Ly- 
; Sn to ſuch a dangerous compaſſion; 'and 
deſiring the Gods to impute the Cruelty to 
their barbarous Enemy,they for a:long time 
ſtoutly defended themſelves.But theiradverſe 
Fates ſuffered them nat long. to ſurvive their 
miſerable Friends. For,the Town was taken 
by Storm; , which the Tyrant ſoon fills with 
the blood angd,carcalles of the Defendants : 
ſome he kalled in the heat of blood, many he 
hanged, he dragged out and murdered thoſe 
that fled to the Altars of the Gods for refuge, 
wainly thinking that he might have ſome Re- 
Jigian that had diveſted himſelf of all Huma- 
nity. Thus Tyrants _—_ their Wars not:{6 
much againſt particular Perſons and Cities, 
as againſt the Nature of man. Nor did Agatho- 
cles think it enough to overcome the Oticen- 
ſes, unleſs he had alſomadethem pollute their 
juſt Arms in the:bloed af their;Friends and 
Kindred. The Romans bewailed and curſed 
thoſe Civil Wars which did expoſe their Fa- 
ther's life to the ſword of the Son, and grie- 
ved that the Law of War did forbid that 
puniſhment which the Law of Nature re- 
quired: ( He fell with Glory like a Sa- 
| | O 3 .crifice 


196 The Syracnſfan Thrant, Ge. Lib. H. 
crifice for the publick ſafety, thatſlew himſelf 
when he knew he had kflled his Brother.) 
Nordid they more abhor thoſe vices in their 
own Citrzens, than they did hate them and 
{corn to make uſe 'of them in their Enemies. 
For they\ conceived that no Vidory , where 
Juſtice and Vertue werenot preſerved entire. 
And by their juſt pra&icesevento their focs, 
they overcame thoſe Cities,and ſubdued thoſe 
Spirits, which no force of Arms could ever 
have ſubjefted: and one generous Example 
of Vertue hathflung open thoſe Gates, which 
No humane power could have pulled down. 
Thus Camillus received the Faliſci to obedi- 
ence; Fabritizs removed Pyrrhas from Italy; 
and Sripio's Continency reconciled all Spare: 
to the Rowan Empire. Men more vwilkingy 
ſubmit to thoſe wham , being owners of fo 
great Vertues, they eſteem it an impiety to 
KO ok oats agate oo 
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Gathocles returns to Sicily , to obſerut# 
the Sucteſi of the Free Zeague , againſt 
.which he thrives, till Dinocrates declares bim- 
 felf for it, whoforces the Tyrant to retreat. His 
fortune declines in. Aﬀrick 5 bis Army beaten 
.and beſieged. Agathocles preparing to return 
hither gets two Vicorjes: under the pretence of 
4 Thanksgiving for which, he diſcovers and mur- 
ders all that he could not confide in at Syracule. 
Afterwards he ſails to Africk, where all was de- 
ſperate. From whence,after ſome tain — 
4 ſtrange Terrour of his Army, and his own In- 
priſonment , .he baſely flees back to Sicily , lea- 
wing his two Sons to the fury of his deſerted Ar- 
P my: who when they had ſlain them , make peace 
with the Carthaginians. The Tyrant landing in 
. Sicily, deſtrozes Apgelta 3 commands another 
Maſſacre at | calls 4 Paſiphilus revolts from 
) him: which frights him into a Treaty with Di- 
nocrates , iz which ke offers to relinquiſh the - 
Tyranny. The Treaty not taking effeF, ke fights 
the Army of the League , and by treachery over- 
| | O 4 throws © 
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" The Coments. 
throws tos and murders ſeven Thouſand that 
did ſurrender pon compoſition. _ receives Di- 
nocrates into favour, and imployes him. He ; 
takes away the conſecrated Treaſure at the Iſle of / 


Lipara, invades the Brutii, and is beqten 
prizes Croton : 5 aſſociates with Pirates ho 


confederates with rius, by whom he T; 


ſwaded to renew his War with Cart is 
| ed by death ,” through the Conſpiracy ' of 
Ln and Archagathus Tos Grandchild, be- 


Canſe he had made his younger Son A gathocles 
his Succeſſour i in the Tyranny. Mznon poor the 
Old Thrant, and Archagatn kills the Towng 
one. His Tortures, and Charadter. The 
Tate "” Syracuſe fer bis Death. - | 
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THE 


TYRANT: 


Or, the LIFE of | 


AGATHOCLES 


LIB. II. 
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' A Gathocles having by theſe bloudy arts, 
A nefarious practiſes, and force of Arms 
brought to his obedience almoſt all Africe, 
and Felt wr _— — — ng but 
their own City, he the attempti 
of that, and ants the *ble uiouſneſs of be 
Fortune in more inconſiderable defigns ; in- 
fatuated in his counſels, and not conſidering 
that the Members do more eafily follow the 
Head, than on the contrary the Head the 
Members : that if- Carthage had been taken, 
the inferiour Cities muſt neceſlarily have fol- 
lowed her fortune; but that being left free 
and intire, ſhe might provide for the cure of 
her wounds, and watch opportunities for the 
recovery. of her Empire. But either the diffi- 
. culties of aſſaulting Carthage, or the necefli- 
ties of Syracyſe, did divert him from ſuch an 
EC SE 30 --_ 


200 The Syraculan Tyner, Or, Lib.IlL 
enterprize, and ſollicite him toa return into 
Sicily, where the Free League had confined 
hisTyranny within the walls of his own Cj- 
ty. For Xeavdicuy had hitherto proſfened; 
and reſtored the Demoeratical Pawer to fna- 
ny Cities, and raiſed up the confident hopes 
of all the Szarans tolive by thetr own Laws, 
which is the true foundation of Liberty. . 


To ſtop therefore this current of Free- 
dom, Agathocles haſtens into Sicily with two 
thouſand Souldiers, leaving the command of 
his affK$rs on the Continent to his Son Archa- 
gathys. At his landing he was- entertained 
with the news of a Victory which his Cap- 
tains Leptives and-- balus, with eipht 
thouſand two hundred Foot, and a thoufand 
ewo hundred Horſe, had gotten on Xenod:- 
os, who had loſt a thouſand five handrediof 
his men, and was forced to ſhelter himſelf 
withm the walls of Agrigentum. The Tyrant 
makes uſe of this Vicory,andmarchesapai 
 thoſtCitics that had ſhaken off his yoke, and 
with the credit-ofthe former Victory reduces 
Tdrwrer - a, CEIInG Therme = CO 
ang forth eCeotorippe by night, he was 
fm hope tohave ſurprifed ethrodgh the Pra- 
fuſes he had with fome ofthe Citizens ':t but 
the Plot being diſcovered, he was forced-by 
the better part of the City, which were! not 
polluted with ſuch Infamous Qvan(cls; to re- 


rreat 
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creat with theloſs of five handred 'ofhis men. 
Then being ſollicited by fome perfidrons In- 
habitants of Hpolſoria to comme and take 
their City, before he conld reach thither the 
Conſpirators were diſcovered and 'appre- 
hended, and he wasdiſappointed for the firft 
day of his expeQtation. ' 'But the next day, 
n$e to depart without fome attempt, he af- 
ſaults the Town, and not without exceed- 
ing loſs of men he takes it 5 where killing 
moſt of the Apolloniates, he plundered the 


whole City, arſd left it as a monument of his 
Cruelty. | | 


But the deſires of Liberty, though 'over- 
whelmed with all theſe ruines, were hke 
Fires leſs carefully extinguiſhed, which re- 
vive with a greater flame. For the univer- 


fAl. hatred of the Tyrant, and thirſt for LE 


berty, moved Djnocrates to be an Aſſertorof 
the Free Leagne; and he appeared like ano- 
ther Rock to daſh in pieces the violent Suc- 
ceſles, and to be a remora to the Tyrants fe- 
cutity. To Dinocrates therefore flocked all 
{uch as exther defired to beFree men, or ha- 


red the Tyrant ; which were ſo many, as 


Dinocrates his Army confiſted of twen 
thouſand Foot and fifteen hundred Horſe; a 
Veterane' Souldiers, and 'Attors in the late 
Troubles of Sicily, accuſtomed to the Diſci- 
pline and-Difficulties of War, or —_ | 
Y wit 


m—_ The Syracuſan Thrand,Or, Lib.nt 
with the Miſcries of Baniſhment. With theſe 
he pitches his Camp an open Field, and 
offers battel to the Tyrant : but he knaw- 


ing himſelf too weak to engage, retreats to 
Syracuſe, ſtill followed by his daring Ene- 
mys who cuts off his rear, and wins upon 
him without loſs of bloud. This was 4 great 
obſtruction to Agathocles's defigns : for whs5 

þ by fame, and. he that retreats 


are managed nc 


i ſuppoſed to fly. 


Together with this check to his Aﬀairs in 
the I{land, his Fortune wholly declines on 
the Continent 3 and that ſucceſs which had 
ſo importunately followed him there, did as 
ſuddenly leave him. Where his Army con- 
tinually waſted both in ſtrength and cou- 
Tage : Archagathus either failing in his fathers 
arts, and the vertues of a Leader 3 (for 4x 
Army is to betalned at the rate of the Command- 
er, whom they will contemn if he be weak, and 

ignorant of his charge, and ſo negle@ their duty, 
and. become inſolent and commmacions :) or - 
oppreſſed with the fins and fates of his Sireg 
the puniſhment due to wicked parents be- 
ing entailed by the Divine Vengeance on 
their hateful Children. He: ſoon found his 
Inſolencies undermined that had been built 
upon bis Fathers Fortune. His firſt Enterpri- 
zes.were Auſpicious, but the Iflue was ful} of 
Deſpair. - For having ſent out a Party - 
Ls | Ta der 


der the Condutt of Exmaches, they had ma- + 
ſtered many Cities in the upper Africk with 
much ſlaughter, they had liſhed their 
Walls, captivated and fold the Inhabitants, 
burnt their Houſes, and waſted their Fields, 
and'fo proud with Victory and loaden with 
Spoils returned to Tins. But beg ſent 
otit again, the ſecond Expedition provednot 
fo fortunate : for going beyond the bounds 
of their former Conqueſts, and fetting upon 
the City of MItine, they were from thence 
driven with exceeding Tols. Then turnin 
themſelves againſt the Pithecxſens, (a kind of 
People in Mhick, that have their names from 
the Apes, whom they worſhip with the ſame 
Reverence as the Meyption do their Vos) 
they took one of their ftrongeſt Cities, 

the reſt yielded. But the Libyans awakened 
with Woe conkineal ve xm of —_—— 

ighbours, gathered into'a great af 

pars Sith more terror and leſs ſpoil 
than they had before, to retire towards Ar 
chagathws, that was now aniazed with Ruimes 
6a every ſide. © 


For the Carthaginians by their frequent 
ncounters arriving to more Experience and 
rater Hardineſs, and by their many Loſles 
earning ſafer Counſels, had wholly changed 
their arts andcuſtoms of Fights. They were 
now more wary in their tn 
ore 
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bore forward Qnſets, and uſed the Arts of a 
or gs | ruby For. pan ky it are too 
violent in their þ: y, 041 elays 3 and 
Armies that pat = their gas are 
conſumed by their own wants, and waſte intheir 
own fury, They hkewile refolved no-more 
to yentyre their whole-Force in one body, 
but divided them into:three ſeveral Parties ; 
whereof. one was to.march by the Sea-coaſt, 
the ſecond, was, appointed to ſecuxe. the In- 
and Towns, and the third way ployed KW] 
 theUpper bye. :; By. this Counſel they (e- 
_ cured; their City from the diſhonour and mos 
leſtation. of a Siege.,.. For - the Enemy would 
not-dareto.lic down before Ren ſomany 
Partjes were unconquered in:the Field. Nox 
did they feara ſtoranng of it, wherein there 
tics A APRN thy 42. F onthe 
fICaTIONS VETY- ITLONg,, an . ea atſfordin 
much, —_ tv the Eh 
ons af hex, Rampires...,.Belides, by ſending 
out theſe,Parties they ſhould eaſe that ſcar- 
city,,of :Proyiſion. which began, to. affli& 
them; all the Country about being waſted 
by the War, and the nurhber of people al- 


moſt infinite that fled thither for. ſafety from 


the Cruelty of the Siciliavs. Their Credit 
alſo, whichis of great ;mpment in all Wars, 
would be [kept up. by having ſo many- Ar- 
mies in'the Field. And laſtly,” which 
was of moſt advantage, it would neceflitate 


© their 
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theis Enethies 6 divide: into, a. many : 
Parties, as woukd be le conſiderable and ea- 
fly baffled. +. AY which Ends they did at- 
oo. For their Stores were proporttonable 
to their .kfier number: Ther Confederates 
now.revered/that! power which: could notbe 
by fo repeated lotles, and were encou+ 
raged in their Fidehty, when. they ſaw fo 
powerful a defence ready to: protett their 
Faith; ſothat maty who before were afraid 
tO own any cewith them,now 
freely adminiſtred- large Succours. And. fy« 
chagethder, as- they expected, to. keep: up!this 
Fathers Fame, was forced ta break his 
into'as many pieces as migltt obviate the-En+ 
rizes of his Enenues; :0ne whereof! was 
to ſecure the | Sea-coaſt 5; another. was come 
minded by Hiſchrionzand hehwmſelf, a7 
«Guard at Tit, marched with: A third. - FT 


b Thus all Africk was filled with Aon ll 
now raiſed in expeRation ak a ſpeedy Hud 
Hanno, that cormanded: the: Purick Forces 
;r'the In-land Expedition, meets with/ 2 
ſchrion; anddrawing him into an Ambuſcade 
routs'him, and kills him with four thouſand 
Foot and two hundred Horfe 3; thofe-that 
cſtaped fled five hundred furlongs, till they 
came to Archagathus. Hamilcon ,' that 'was 
ſent into therupper Libya, waits ata certain 
Cy! for Enmachns, . who was returning with 

| his 


* % 7 


I near the C mie, but 
wr hoe es him __ hoon cms 
not, but knowing their proſperous 1- 
ak adenityrentd and unwary,. in- 
tends to affault them by a ſtratagem : whi 
proved as happy in the event as it had been 
in the project. For leaving part of his Ar- 
my in the Town, with Orders to fally forth 
when he began to flic, and to charge the 'E- 
nemy' in the rear when they purſued him; 
with the other part he marches forth ; and 
fights the Crathetng their own . Camp 
after a ſmall oppoſition he flies; asif 
he were worlted: hug; as. confident 
of the Vidtory, (though he could. fe little 
reaſon for the Enemies ſo y flight; and 
therefore might have ſi ſome unuſual 
Arts) without any order'- follows | thens, 


Which being ſeen by that Party which was 


left in the Town, they inimediately iffned 
forth with a © nohlh/ layihet giving: mo- 
tice to Himilcon to ſtop ms flight ; and (6 
terrified the Sirilians, that they beirig char- 
ged on all ſides, and dannted with the ſar- 
priſe preſently fled. Bur pry rv to 
recover their Camp, the way to it being in- 
tercepted by the Africans, they drew up on 
a neighbouring Hill, where there was. no 
waterz where - Uri Enennes helieging them; 
they were partly by thirſt and partly by. _ 
| wor 
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having Proviſions to ſuſtain them within; ra- 
ged among rhemfelves, and languiſhe* by 
their” own force through' watit' of” a&ion. 
Terrour; Famine , and' Sedition © filled the 
whole Camp; and the baffled Soldiers, as is 
uſual 'n fach diſtreſſes, referred their miſe- 


Ties 'not to their own Baſeneſs, but to the 


Vices and Weakneſs of their Commander. 
His' former Cruelty made him ' ſiſpeQed., 
that he betrayed thofe* Soldiers to the Ene- 
mics word, who would have formerly bark- 
cd theirs in _—— for the _— of Ly= 
ciſcus. AfﬀtiGed Spirits are capable of any jea- 
rn Though irs probable he lod O- 
ther guilt than the want of'a'Commander's 
Vertues. For by the defes and vices of a 
Riler the moſt profperons condition of a Soctety- 
may be overthrown: as, by his Vertnes the moſt 
1pprefſed may be eaſily raiſed + avid there is no> 
thing either good or bad in a Conmonwealth, 
which may not be altert4 or alleviated by the Vers 
tues of the Prince.” . © | | 


Agathocles hear the deſperate condition 


of his Army in Africk , prepares to haſten 
thither, toapply ſome Remedies, and there- 
fore .commends his affairs of. Sicily," which 
Dinecrates'sgood condutt of the Free League 
Had extremely diſturbed, to thecare and for- 
tune of Leptines, And having gotten as ma- 


ny Soldiers as he cotild aboard feventeen-. 
EX : Vellels,” 
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Veſſels; he waited: for an opportunity: td get 
out of: the:Haven ; rirwr 4 'them: locked 
up by. thirty Carthagirian Ships : which-was 
made ,more + ns calle than; he 
could . have: hoped ;-for: at thei-ſamei tune 
there had, gdtten into! the Haverr by:night 
eighteen. Ships which he had hired .of the 
Tujeenes Their opmangnr rovEs. _ the 
Tyrant's courage to a reſolution df fightin 

the Enemyi, To perfor it, hob 
theTvſcgns.to cantinne in the Haveti,..'till he 
had drawn the —_—_— ps me after him; 
So making ing out- with full- Sails; the:-Carthagi» 
zighs; mage :up towards him ; afid:i the, Twſ> 
cans. after them; Agethotles,, when: he ſaw 
the Tuſcans near the Enemy, turns: back. his 
Veſſels. uppn thent: alſ@; which.uhexpedted 
Aflault both'behindand before did:-&:break 


their\{purits;:that, they. thought notaffight- 
ipg; but. of flight ; five of their. Ships. hen 
inmadiately-taken; and the. Adaiiral:; 
ready;to-be IE: hs to. peeve 
igaagny and: miſery. of Captivity.;:prefent= 
led, rallv\than 


ly.k ;hamfelt, ;;An act more; 

(haute. i For. it is the Gage: of. 4 brave. Sojd 
elwayzes:to bope: \- which if ke had >dane ,:he 
had efeaped,;as 'did; his Ship, whichi/ahusk 
wind brought off from the; Enemy withous 
any faxther los, | ; 3087s 2 6 TORCL 5 
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| " egions off. 
+ forces. into the Tower \maky 
informations where the Enemy : | 
wodicus , whom his former fortune, and the 
preſent odinm' had made morewary,.did _ 


\ >: wide ll 


of hisGiry for the'Spo i'r che Dot 
-gratifie' pre ſo fAr' as'to fitiefi 


Fong be ares of a Bittel: Lone "Bo "Fat 
confideted*thar the | 
Men were hor infechon farhe en 


on of ether mens Raſhhefs's fo 
our his' Army; be it oh the 
nemy; '\and wi as «Are. ' F6#fthoſe 
were (9 fietos before” the" Eicdrtfiber 
z fearful in the datipers of it; and Vein 
dard for a Seditionthan'fori' DEFeACE 
heir” City, they'bon" fled, leavi ind 
them ' of their" Fettow Citizens" y 
- atm he ' Xendfens” oh 
| P 3 - 
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ſt upon 


maty. ater aos ' And: beſides, he 
no diſcover | the. Minds: of ſuch as. had 
freer Souls,” and their Inclinations towards 
' Gim. - His Preparations;:were anſwerable-to 
this Deſign, and the whole-City beingxefal-. 1 
.- i ved into mirth; to provoke them-to'a great- "23 
re Ml er freedom of NEE himſelf lays ' bis _ 
e IM Imperial 'Veſtments, play s the-part of a Mi- 
xe i mick, and was profuſe in Drollery; jearing 
ir MI ſome of his Company, and ating = 
ridiculous poltures : ſo that he did tickle 
the VulgarRour as much asiaSta lay, or 
the-tricks of Juglers. Andit was uſualwith 
him at-other times, to come. into the publick 
Conxentions and .Aſſemblies without: any 
Guard, and there to provoke-the' laughter: 
of the- people by trivial- and plebeian jeſts.; 
and; by mocking and perfonating ſome of 
thoſe. that were about him. . But at thistime 
he made uſe of all his Arts ;'and the'more 
to excite the Petulancy of others, he fell a 
| himſelf; For: taking up inthis-hands 
a Golden Goblet, he told the people:thar he 
left not off his Patteys Trade till till he found 
the way of making.ſuch Potsasthoſe. Glo- 
mg .thus .n ;his low beginnings, becauſe 
it-boaſted the Sabtiltics' of him that” rai- 
{ed -himſelf- from ſuch an abje&t Depthto 
fo great rg un 3+0r to ſhew haw patient 
he would be of anothers liberty in' ſeoffing 
m;- that.did make ſport with his own Inka 
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in all that, heve khan T_ 


| thc 
wickedneſs I his Life: :For-when: 

the Siege of a great Town , the Soldiers in 
the Garriſon (asit is uſual to  extimulate their 
adverſaries: with reproaches:, and! the Vul- 
gar: wits are vleaſed with petulant: offs 'to 
vex.thoſe whom they cannat ſtrike Y would 
call Agathocles, Potter, and Kilneman, -and 
ask him, <« Ween bis Trade would" fiaxnifh him to 
< 049 his Souldiers? He would: unmoved re- 
ply, that * He would do it as ſoon-as he had:ta- 
hen their Town. With ſuch Paſtime did: he 
entertain his Gueſts.” | 


- Theſe erjcks of the Tyrant:were « vari 
interpreted according to the humours of the 
Spetatoxs. Somethat were of zcredulous 

{lviſh- temper: took them for: the evi- 
dences of a Popular ſpirit, and a f Dino 
; ofmitid, and cofn him with Diony 
he ſeemed more like a juſt and 2s 

(whoſe Right and. Innocency is his Guard; 
Ar uſes the miniſtry of men for Maje- 
ſxy, :not Security) than a Tyrant, to whom 
Diltruſt is his greateſt and moſt ſingular de- 

fence. '| For Dionyſus was ſa afraid of gi 
any trams to the rc hate for:re- 
. -- yvenge, 
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hare teu 
grow toan indecene-lengeti; 
bar” x wa. anrvanpare rene Any. 17 
Taxgwhſa Jeep and: when-itr'came' to be- 
troubleſome, 'he ſnigedic off with-a Candle. 
| did ſem 'to themita/ 
have more noble arts and freer wayes to ſecure 
himſelfand: his Empire. Others, whoremem- 
bred his former'Cruckty and Pride, and were 
imed- with the 'arts of Tyrants, did} 
upon theſe omit 


la preſent asvery 
nous.. For: wn, > wg never ſtekto pleaſe the peo= 


e, 
| pts was dope genre kind bit _ 
they. are about: to kgll.+ And'' as'the T 
Poetsnever biting ment onthe —_— 
toimake ſomedifmal Caraſtr Prin- 
ces; when they deſcend Blows as to-praciſe 
upon-the: —__w by becoming :their _ 
ry, ſome horril Seene is oboe by then 
They: eſteemed: 'not + his appearing in pub- 
lick -without'a-Guard to be any effect of a 
Vertuous nt of '/his/ Power, "but 
rather an \igfolent triumph [over heir Ly 
berty , thavit \might appear\. he* had {6 "des 
baſed their ſpirits, as that they did-motidare 
to-aſlault 'a-naked” Tyrant By theſe-ahid 
the like jag 5 oy —_ tr by ts 

judgment, w athoclks exther 
9. Obſervation gathered, or by: the'in- 
= nz _ Spies, perſons whole baſenes 

- was 
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| "I  TheSymaculan Tyra Oh, "than? 


or yer ego, tho prople, 0 
] ple, to: 
' provoke and -watch: _— | 
EE 
any was: 
about five hundred: whom-together with 
ſome ya rr wane moſt. eminbnt Syrecuſars. 
he-invites to-another- Feaſtyand-by "his Mer 
cenaries murders them, wingliagebeir Blood 
with the Wine.; Beſides the deliverance 
from.ſo many ſippoſRtd Enennes, and the ſ{ci- 
ſure of their-Wealth, the 10 Dpien ſuppoſed: 
kehad gotten another advantage , That by. 
means be . had. raiſed .ſuch-a-Diſtruſt and 
e among the Citizens ,' (which is one 
of. the-molt eſpecial Arts.of \T' yrants)-that 
they would notdareto ma gs with 
any ſecret practice againſt hit 3; whohad ſuch 
. diligent Obſervers, and: ſo! exact Informers; 
that would. betray the maſt [ſimple ſpeeches 
_ Feaſt and Mixth to their.inhumane Ma 
Ger., /By this, appears the. Curſe of Heaven 
upon that miſerable people, who -areſubjet 
to an [Ufarping Tyrantz who, .conſcions..of 
the greatneſs off his own Crimes , and that 28 
condition canalleviate the publick hatred toward; 
him, will no! leſs in his joyful:than ſad times 
 ratiſe their  Mijeries. To. ſecure: that con. 
dition; which:is proſperous as well as to pre; 
vent-an approaching-Ruine, ſtill habituates 
bio tomuxderthe-innocent, and oppreſsthe 


mile- 


—_— 


"lſdeablezcitherHii Pride war ar von wr drvin 
coutles. 


himto inhumane 


-- Aſter this bloody Pealt che Ty yrant toge=' 
cher wirhhis Son Herechider haſteys ro Af nog 
where he'fihds his Army half fami 
filled with confiifion-and deſpair, and capa- 
ble of nothing bur fears.” To raiſe- -up their 
irits; and relieve their Wants, he would 
have lead them out'to ſome Adion's but 
there wasnowayeither for Vittory'or Plen- 
ty, bar by firſt the Punick;Forces 
| — » were impoſſible _ ſuch ſure 
CE$; as Were ro 
= ani Army to' overcome. - He + $ ret 
hinaſelf to'all'thoſe arts which might 
tempt” the Enemy: from-their *Fortifications 
ro-give him Battel-in the Field, and preſents 
theinwith many advantages. But the Cartha- 
2iniens that abounded with whatſoever was 
neceflary, chearful in'the freſh remembrance 
of their" late Vidtories, and faithful»among 
themſelves, would not hazard a Battel-to'0- 
vercomie that Enem , who, prefledby-wants 
andweakened withSeditions, would fall by 
their Delaies.. Azathocles, when the faw-'all 
his Attempts made the ſcorn of his'Enemies, 
that the creditofhis Arms was now fallen'in- 
to contempt ,' that Vietuals did 'more'and 
morefail in his Camp; to recover his' Glary, 
_ -nogrr mt theSpirits of his' Soldiers, he” was 
re- 
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reſolved tory taſh Counlalttice gobid A- 
vices ſucceeded 'not, aid. he- would force the' 
No ely and ntptient-afhine; he Ruds 
with y 

cork ron 
ſand/Greths,3s thafry "Gar and: Taſcary, ter 
thouſand: A iy, and —_— ro _ 


<< Gforiers that they now Fi) ago ab 
«pheir Glory, 4d tr upon the Aſper and 
<<. Bones: df the | IE Aras therefore = 
< they. ſbowld\go with <anrage, ever 
Nr 4 wt Teithleſs and conquered Heewp mho 
< did a themſelves their Vaſſals, wot da- 
<ring 4 wport them inn am open. : They 
«were yaw 10t:ſd wuchto-think of battel, #to 
*exerne revenge; and that by taking thoſe de- 
cable Priſoners withintheis own Temts, they. 
a «id ſaleithe wells of Cartha A ebof a end-to- 
<« that tedeons: War, and'reap ye 
<« their trzals. . With theſe. es hopes 
them on-to- the Aſſault, which the wv pernere 
niaws) were prepared to- receive 31 and--ba- 
ving the advantages of the Ground;j;.of their 
" Works, 


* 


Gods, inan nb Die zde- they offer. 
| cd upthechoiceſtand comclicſbof their Pep. 
fonets/in-a/ Sacnifice:to- them, |' While theſe 
ar oma confatning on the  - 


Altar, 


" The Syis a Thea Or, "bur 
Altar, firomg firong Wind fuddenly ariſcs,and car 
ris the flame-rb the Hangings of their ho 

Tent,: which TS fan next/to the Altar; 
= thence-the- flame'/{pread it / Rf, ro-the 
| Generals Tent, and-afierwartls catch'd hold 
of thoſe Tents:of the Officers th4t were near- 
eſt to-It. This | unexpected} and violent 
Chance fill'dall with confuſion z and men 


Jp agg 7 pe Venue 
Aray could:-maſter, and- many werei mter- 
Ro rene as; wore .exh 
zevenge r we 1 paoryC 
ocves, .them 2n:; thole-4 

flames whic they had kindled for 


Thoſe that-had gotter- out |to the ide of 


the Camp; and from thefireywe 

1 nor foreal;hu aac 
danger.:” rt Libgans t were! 

gdthocles's Vary, being refolved —_ —_—_ 


with hisÞortune, an 
fand, had juſt «and wen GE ay ret 


Lan, forſakenithe CoMmetcind and were 
coming to ſurrender, themſelves to- the Car> 
thogimans. Theſe being daleovered.; 
Scouts and Guards,ere conceived. 
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whole yr" pro aflault 

who roy _ in tis contuſion 

by & by the Fr: 'wh preſent Fears made 

hem imagine he” wa et kindle.- - _ news 
being read about whole Camp,” 

one thorightrhe Bheny CT rn the 

Frenches/and' that they all derrayeds 


that no'way of fafery was: 
them but onely flight: which being Adi 
be ya, any order or had to their 
 wasſd 'that:ſome?for 


haſte Droke their necks down the-halt: 
which their Camp'was pich'd ockerdiedetd 
.at ſuch- as ſtool in their: way) and 


the darkiiefs of the: night-not able 
todiftover whether they LS 
= fell foul one upon — 

kneſs, amazement, thete- 
were many flair.and 'more — and 
the-number- of thoſe that. periſhed: was ad&# 


<vunted five thouſand: They that had eos 


ped all da bur''their fears-+got i ſafe-to- 
Carthage,arid filled the whole City | with'tex> 


rout; relating the Army to-bequite- broken, 


ingling ſome truth} with-cheir 
apprehenſions, nade-all things MOI yet 
very uncertain. //i Therefore they: ſet : open 
theitGates to'receive their flying; Souldiery, 
yet carefully watching teſt the —_ ſhould 
all 'imto-the Town with them: But = day 


| Mlſevvered their Errours, and mitigated _ 


—Ondheaties Sn FOCI Ia 
nomerileiance- ob the overthrow had compoy 
ſedall toian horrid ſorrow, they had weak 
emo rs mg like-gothat of Tombs 


ir. few words; 
LT 


pn na 17a one 

theFire, andheard that eanfuſed obeconk they 
Camp, they returned back pa mg 
mer Quartets inthe S:crlian Camp. But their 
tnotion being: diſcovered;by, the Cantinels 
and Scouts, who by reaſon of the darkans. 
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of the hight- could"tſ6t-diſcern ttt >they 
were, "the rerrour of the paſt /d8y*$ 'Over- 
gpeſted that' they were the Vidtori- 


to their Army. This'\Intelhigehce wis Garti- 
ed to: the Tyrant, *and” the Alarm faddenly 
paſſedbverthe whole Camp. Evety'ohe was 
diſtra&ed what courſe to take. © Sortie *were 
to make good the Works; others were for 
Drawing forth: the' moſt ſtill cortradifed 
the reſt, without preſcribing whareltewasto 
bedone.” And as1t ng neinbne py, and. 
diſturbe4 Counſtls; thoſe things ſefned* beſt 
which they had neither time nbr convenien- 
cy to a; the continual ' meſſages of” the 
affrighted Scouts did diſturb their Reſoluti- 
ons, and eyery unuſital' accident altered'and 
confoundetd their Determinattons: **By*this 


_ tinie- the flame of the Carthaginian Tents: 


grew tnore conſpicuous, and the'exceeding 
noiſe which their fears made conveyed them 
alſo to'the'Sictliar Camp. Who then'thought: 
the Enemy was ſo near, - that it was.in'vain 
to deliberate, but- all were ſet upon flighr.- 
$0-impetuouſly ruſhing out of their Tents, 
they leaped over them Frenches which way . 
foever their blind fear did diret themithe 
noiſe which their own haſte made- did-per- 
ſwade them it was the'conting on of 'the/E- 
nemies into the Camp, ard this'doubled 


their haſte; noiſe and' fears. And each -one 
Q. lay- 


4.7 #8 - : bk 
Fa 


oe 


" knew not” hich way ky: ap nor 


kin Foe Bog driving u return-: 
Libyan, fell wo ERTIES 


wh the Foe.- This harry continued all the 
night, allwhich time their terrogrs and. de- 
_ admitted no deliberation or counſel , 


_ Tilltheday diſcovered the mockery of For- 
tune, _ that they had'loſt four thouſand 


menin this confuſion. 


- The occurrences of'this ni hr'did'upbraid 


the weakneſs of an atm of fleſh , when two- 


ſuch potent uy poujle Ganbes wet routed in lon 
out of their gee ny a- Vain 

Fear, and put to! x aſs did ay : 
and when cither party did fear, they were 


mritually feared; Prudence doth ſometimes: 


allrire the Groves ons on ew wiſe 
t may cipline ſo con- 
yy LY of an Army, = premedita- 
ted rp and projets of terrour may be- 
come'weak and contemptible even . to the 
ſarprized. But a coincidence of ſo many 
vanious Accidents in ſuch a juncture of time 
neither can the weak ſight af! 
ſte, nor poſlibly prevent. 


Humanity fore- 
The 
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& thaugh the had fhown 
the Greeks the ri th et ch ng 
leſs confulion remained on. and ing 

were aſhamed of their fri unwih 

to. return fo the plage their terr 
ignominy, they walked up and down i; 

and heavy, their eyes. caſt down, w of 
company, and afraid to be alone, yet | 

of heavineſs than ſbame. Acdinck; parent 
| ved this horxour, and thought itno. leſs than 
madneſs x0. oppoſe Wb degted perſons.t 
the Carthagigmess, that . illen wh 
their. Victory. , memary of wh which 

with the day _ them from the wy 
ar wrey of the night. Beſies, be jy 
all the Libyans and his confederate. Africas 
hadleft bis hungry Tents and declinin + «4 
tune. In thoſe that were left he 

no confidence, all being concerned either in 
the murderof; Lyciſcus or Opbellas; ang 
could not ho ofe that. either «00g, Fett 

ſelves, much leſs with him, the d have 
aQy. agreement, which is the ozely comfort and 
alleviatian to the conquered, Theiethings cons 
ſidered, the Tyrant was reſolved to, temp- 
rize. with his Fortune , and as he fled from 
the dangers of Sicily to. the Coaſts of 4 rick 
{> now. he would fave himſelf in the Iſland 
from the dangenof the Continent. But then. 


occurredto his thoughts the. impoſſibility of- 
Q 2 with 


withdrawing his Army with him. He had 
neither tire nor conveniency of Veſlels for 
ſo great a charge,” nor was the Sea clearer” 
from theanHeof the Enemy than was the 
Land. For they 'had* recruited their Navy, 
andrecovered the* Empire of the Ocean, - fo 
that withont their good leave he' coultnei- 
ther ftay* nor flee. To make Peace with 


them in ſuch a low condition of his Aﬀeairs, 


was the greater difficulty ; for they were (6 
elevated with their preſent ſucceſs, that they 
knew'not how to temper their Felicity by 
reafonable Conditions to the Author of their 
Troubles; and had already threatned ſuch 
examples of Severity to the firſt Invaders of 


Africk, as ſhould terriffe the fature Ages from” 


their imitation.. 


Wreck'd and perplex'd with theſe affright- | 


ing conſiderations, not once entertaining 


the generous Thoughts, That 'Adverſities are. 
or than deſerted: for ſuch 
appy Vertnes and innocent” 


born with greater G 
are the comforts of un 
Souls; he at laſt reſolved to ſhift for himſelf; 
and tocarry onely with him his Son Heracl:- 
das, and ſome few Privado's, miniſters of his 
Lufts, and leave the reſt to the malignity of 
their Deſtinies, and the Cruelty, of Carthage. 
He pitied not hiseldeſt Son Archagathes 3 for 
his haughty ſoul and wicked attempt upon 


his Fathers Bed,made the old Tyrant _—_— 
c 
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Lib. IL - The Lifeof Agathocles: 9227 
leſt. jf he were preſerved longer, he might-ex- 
tend his furious Luſt to his Throne, :and' pra» 
Riſe upon his Life. Fot;:;:Knowing him:to-be 
his ewn Son, he concluded /himnoleſsAm- 
bitious and Perfidious: than:he was Luſtkul: 
Which. ſhews the Inquietude of 'Tyvants; - 
who when they have'rmurdeted- al[Vertue 
in others, and:by many Crimes ſecured-them- 
ſelves from thehatred of Strangers, yet want 
nat. jealouljes-'of their; own - Children; and 
are affrighted with dangers from theit-own 
Bowels;z whofegood and bad fame are equa]- 
ly dangerousto theircurſed Parents. :-Forif 
by. honeſt. axts: they reconcile-+the: affetions 
of the people ; they are-then' eſteemed?tov5 
popular to live under a; Tyranny. Andrehe 
delaies whictr their Fathers:lives interpole/to 
their conceived hopes; are judged too inn- 
portunate to be-born-by: fachas are iablerts 
cut them off,/; the evit difpolitions'of'the 
Sire are traduced tothe Soul of the Son;theri 
do :they load. the Aged: Tyrant with-more 
publick hatred, or terrifte him with fears 'of 
pradtifing that on him which he hath;dohe 
on others: : And thus was it with- Agathoele 
who would at once rid himſelf of his Sen —_ 
Fears. + ; 33 22730 
 Archagathas, + that knew:his Fathers:na2 
ture, and thatull Tyrants.blat out every impreſs 
of:Nature:, hving no affedzons but for thems- 
| Q 3 ſelves, 


228 The SytaculanTyrant, "HY 'D. *P 
ſelves, was very watchful over his ations, 
and having ſome ſuſpicions of the deſign, he 
communicates his Jealouſies'to ſome Captaitis 
ofthe Army , and conſpires to mtercept his 

' The prodigious baſeneſs of the a& 

raiſcd indi tion enough to' hinderit. 
That General ſhould betray his Army, and 
ſarrender them up to-/a provoked Enemy, 
was a Crime not bo be parallel'd. Archaga+ 
thes thought the injuſtice done to him more 
fullof Cruelty, That he who had vetitured 
his life for bis Fathers Empire , had been a 
Parther in all his Flights and Miſeries, ſhould 
naw belcft alone to the Danger, whileſt his 
Brother of leſſer merits muſt be-the onely 
n:of Safety. '- Therefore more an- 


gry.that he had not his parr ay the Villany | 


than. at the Villany it (elf, he watched to 
hmdet it, deſiring to be ſaved or periſh to- 
gether. So that neither of theſe Monſters 
had any natural affe&ion either of a Father 
ora Son, but either would have provided 
for his own Safety, Wh by the Wood atid 


infatny ofthe other. the Tyrant was 
o—_ take Shipping, his Sof gives inte 
thereofto L mpticnny who meet- 
et im of bs buf purpoſes, ne charged 

ed bim of his baſe es, and charge 
M-pwryy KA ont, {ona hewas in. Then 
leſt he ſhould wine” omen the Soldiers, 
and payondy them any thing to their own 
| rune, 
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, (which tack an. 
ER Me T7 mary 
of the Tyrant, 


gone he would haveleft his AIG 70m Ln | 
any of ſaccour, , order, or 
their ſafety 5 whom head tem caprodotlow 
his Capricioesand fatigfie his 
throughtuch numerous Dangers, and ob: 
.Qed to. {0 bloody. an Enemy, he would 
now barbarouſly ſell to redeem hi 
the lives and liberties of thoſe w 
carats, if dead, .he-was bound robo by: be. 
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| The Soldiers when they heard: cis gs 
Har example of Wickednels, and: conſidered 
the conſe That noneof gy man ſhould 
NY Fan "uf pla g bealls Ton? 
rien t 11Ke an 
having n Commander. , without Os 
nameina Land, muſt be the mocke 
oftheir Enemies, wereamazed, and trembl 
noleſs than if the Camp had beentaken, and 
*that they were now under the yoke... Byt 
pers poppin hd yl 
ty, andin a t to ' 
1cizeupon the whe Tyran, Ao they preſently 
clapt in Chains. Then being without any 
Commander, notknowing whom to chuſeor 
whom to truſt, when they had found ſuch * 
Perfidiouſheſsin him Whom they had , 
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"Yo Spmogfa Tirang 4 Dr, "bib mn 
ba ſo. long, and. dangerous. an, .Obedience, 
oo 5 Gſtrathe Fu execgding fears. 
r F, ae wr with oy Governonr, is. raſh, 
d piag., - cle were increaſed by 
dodching vjghe, " andby a ſtrange and 


bid ln XEPgrts. that the Enemy were com- 
"It! to aflaul t the Camp. . The care of the 
- pre f £ danger renewed the memoyy of the 


former, , afid they; were . frighted; almaſt to 
'madaelf, and (as it Re to be in ſuch con- 
fuſs) ny” Every One. ach f ſnatches up his 
Arms, 2nd without any order marchgs.qut. of 
the Citnp diſtrattedly, leaving their Defen- 
ces, curſing and rai ing upon © their faith- 
SPRe the perfidiqus {ora The 
. Gua as:uPpn the Ws, no leſs 
than * the 4 hearing, him named, 
EN ihagining tha os e mult, Ra cal 
them to bring their Priſoner ».di 
 immediarety lead Him into the midſt of the 
- Army loaden with Chains, This ſudden. _(pe- 
Sacledidſtra ngely affe& the mindsofthemul- 
titude. Some weremoved with pity and reve- 
'rene&& of him who had ſo long. commanded 
them: For great. erployments HE: « Iuſtre 
even upon that "Perſon { at hath pl em, and 
| Majeſty doth accompany thoſe in their Seer 
whom Fortune hath before propoſed :tq admirati- 
oh. "And ſometimes, if they be vertuoxs perſons, 
they, hke the Sun, appear greateſt at their ſet- 
fins? 5 and the Afi of a moiſt. cloud of 


fears 


> © Nobiſtef: -< 4 

_— __ fre mm enlarge. their Greatne Me 
rixs's glory ; commands could 
, nat. be {ti 4 inthe Du Dungeon, at Minturne, 
7 but once more pyarcame the Cimbrian Slave 
| that. was appguntec tobe his. Executioner. 


lithridates's .yapriſonment had nor fo. diſ- 
armed him, but; that. the authority of his 
andthe memory of his former. Empire 
affright the Gaw that was ſent to murder 
*rillby bisowp hands heconfirmed the 
EN Slave to.execute the but cOmr 
}] Bn his perfidious Son. . Thangh Aga- 
- thocles. had noVertues that deſerved ity, yet 
j hisFortunesdid excite a Reverence.] Others 
e moved with the fear, of the Enemy; and hope 
5 of his Condu@, Joined with the.reſt,.and to- 


, i gether. cried d ob [That they ſhoul [take of off 
: his:Chains, and ſcthim free. 
e a Slog: TRErey and þ rata 


Y ! Fa Ee Kobe 
- my Ss. Scars . an FP afions..;j\.Wou ave 


M WIQ cration in,any; breaſt; that 
d hadhad theleakt ſenſe of VET 5; t0 have 
e provided for thecammon ſafety, orobliged to 
d lame fate. Pa Perfrdionſ, ff eckpowledges 
's A0. Morits, and every 1yrant, th:.ab ra- 
f- titude and Juſtice... Therefore Tf E.: was 
7, - no ſooner. out of his Chains, but while the 


U Army was yet. in confuſion. and.none at 
Fines s to obſerve him, he makes haſte to the 
5 Shore. 
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$55 The Syncufin Tyra, __ 
acer apr recninrt before indins 
gered his own cavour 
ing to fave DAE 1 So þ os Rake 
cena llc and Ee tem bot 


both erty wi +> i bl 
<heir Fathers Crimes. 4 


£0 revenge, < «What 
< his Children that ſhonld* Srila bar 8 over 
The Syrecuſar anſwered, * It. was enough for 
Childreu Fes lzve ſome his afs 
<ter Agathecles s were ſlain. And therefore 
t6 reap this-comfort he hy et ſheaths his 
fivord in  Archagathws Herachdas 
was killed b thoſe that had the:Soul- 
diers_of Obbells The'Greeks obſerved in 
this Execution the exatt juſtice of Heaven, 
that in the fame Month, and on the ſame 
day that Agathoeles had (contrary to all faith 
20] riee' of Heſpitality) murdered Ophel- 
1s, and ſeifed upon his Army, didhe1oſc 
his own Army, and had+both — een 
flain. Previdence ( like a juſt 
ver) exating double Pinment By for | ſo 
great 2: Crime 3 for he that had yr 
WW . 
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Thus having ſatisfied their Revenge, they 
provide for thar Safety ;' and thi e chu- 
ling new Officers, by them they treat with 
the Carthagintians, and ide a Peaceu 
theſe Articles : *Thut the Sicilians ſhould Jde- 


for the ſury 
* pubs eo p71 
* theme 4s woullt 
« ſhould be wh That t 0 dts 
"ford ſhould be tranſported 
* rhither; and have Buſes and places to live in 
<«. afſagned to them at .romy na was 4 City of 
* #hete Dominion jt the Iſland. This Com: 
poſition was fairhfally obſerved to thoſe 
did ſabmit unto it; butſach a3 were le 
Garriſons, and would not fareender nw 
hoping the deceitful Tyrant: would ſho y 
relieve them, were ſoon reduced by force. 
The Captains 'wheteof they crucified, bur 
yoked the common Souldiers'like Beaſts 'to 
ow that ground, and repair by their la- 
boars that Country, which they had walt- 
e& by their arms. This was the ifluevf the 
Africans War, which had continued four 
years; all which time Carthage with un- 
daunted courage and various fucceſs main- 
tained her Liberty, and Iaboured to Pens 
ner 


234 " Heb = Phong 
her Empire. again( a fu uſtrious; and 
blouty TY ant And Agathocles had the tri- 
al of bs viciſiitudes of all Humane Afaire, 
having along: time been;the-terrour. of A- 
fricks. He.had. broken many. Armies, ruined 
great Cities,. depopulated Jarge: Countries, 
moiſtned., the, parching;Sands with Bloud, 
bambled the pride of Carthage, and ſcarce left 
them any, thing. but their on wallss:yet 
"Y twice por to PLD own. Souldiers, 
din appr Gf death from hig,own roths 
4 at laſt blotted ak te Honour of: is 
Atchievemepts by a m -perfidiouf- 
ncls, and too great a NED of; Lite, deſert 
ing a brave Army, betraying. his.awn-Sons; 
| gnomioiouſy, flying with oge Stup: and. few 
s, trembling 1n 1 be pe ont of his 
and.the terrours of his:Enemies 3a8if 
ad been deſigned, to be the fe Pn 
onely. of the Grimes, but, alſe © the Foils 
ments, ofa Tyrant. 2 (alba ag ine 


ripped of all hisForces with ſhame and 
| fury y. Agathocles | lands in; Sicily-: bs Fhers,! like,a 
ying Viper, hs laſt bites, were.moſt fierce; 
Raine and De rudion of others being- the, 4 
pleaſures o SF a falling Tyrant. , And as if the air 
andſoil of Africk 7 rk is fertile af Monſters.) 
had made him more Monſter than he.was be- 
fore, that miſerable Iſland felt. a ſbarperfit of 
Lrpelty, when he was thus half deſtroyed, 
t 


_ 
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than when he was ih his more flouriſhing 
fortune. He ſeemed now not fo'greedy dE 
the rewards of wickedneſs, as delig ted with 


wickedneſs it ſelf; not being. more angry 
that he had loſt his own, than "that he hack 
not got anothers ſubſtance, or that every one 
had not" loſt as well as he. , The firſt that 
felt his Tnhumanity was the City of ZEgeſta, 
towards which he leads out ols Farces he 
had; arid/demands a Contribution ſo heavy” 
as'would wholly haye inipoveriſhed the Ci- 


ty, though it was great and populous, and 
had* ten thouſand Families init. This In- 
juſtiee did i ehalperate the Fiertars, that 
they often” het amofig themſelves to! com- 
plain'of ſach uſage. *That though they were 
<7 confederacy with hint, and ſo ſhould be wil- 
*ling to relieve the neceſſaties of their Aſſociate 5 
© jet were they not his ſlaves, that he ſhontd con® 
< cerve all their goods to be his own. They ac= 
© krowledoed that a Teague with a more potent 


© Party was but « kind of Subjettion; yet were 
*© they not ſo abſolutely #0 obey, as if they had beer 
<conquered by him.” The Tyrant was not ig-" 
norant of theſe Complaints which ' their 
Griefs made too frequent, and the h of 
Moderation” from 'a Confederate made too 
bold. For it's ſafer to reſiſt than to complaine. 
of the Injuitice of a Tyrant ; and it is more dan= 
gerows in ſuch counſels to be underſtood than ta 
attempt. PY | 

m Theres 
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Akers tha that be Conor 
ine of them and their Gi, on oaks 
- knew them to be innocent, according-to 
the pradtiſes of Tyrants' he _ them mop 
cul, that others m1 — 
was ſome great Crime A Gi r_ 
At ofthe prop ThE 6 pes 
eads out, 
rods pb es upon. the very tothe River Faq it 
he had had a frolick to colour the ſtreams 
Ken Bloud) he cuts all their throats. The 
of Ne men madetheir paſſage out 
life les irkſbm. Burt thoſe that were ſup- 
te to be rich he kills with moſt exquiſite 
| Torres to make them confeſs what and 
here their Mohey was 3. avd to make the 
RE greater, | he had his ſeveral 
of Torment. Some he breaks upon the 
Wheel ; others he bound upon Battering 
Rams, then forcing them off "hedaſh'd them 
in pieces; others he makes to. die by -de- 
rees, and forces death through every mem- 
r3 firſt he cuts off their Legs, and as 
their Confeſſions were ſlow or quick, or an- 
fiverable to his Ravenous expettation, ſo he 
| pro- 
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Man, whe | 
fortured being cloftd with a Grate, and ha- 
ving Fire under it was TR” torment= 
ed: and by this Engine the Tyrant could 
feed his eyes by evoking, tÞe: Tortures = 
and. it was a great part of the-miſery of the 
Sufferer, to be ſeen, and ſee ſachan horrid 
Viflain triumph in their pains, and urge 
their torments. It is ſome modeſty in a Ty- 
rant, if he look' not upon that wickedneſs 
Which he commands. As for the Matrons 
and rich Widows, he broke their Feet with 
burning Pincers, pulled off theirBreaſtszand 
apon theLoins of Women with child laid 
Bricks'to force them to caſt their Birth. Be= 
fides thoſe that did die at 'the will of the 
Tyrant , who would rather periſh by an- 
others wickedneſs than by their own, there 
were many others that fcorned the Miniſtry 
of ſuch curſed hands to ſet at liberty their 
free' Souls. Of which ſome burnt them- 
fclves, Wives and Children, together with 
their 


their Wealth, that it might 
of the LN ny) == = Ep eR6 7 


revenge as the laſt Sik" of | 
| ja there'Tet jon their Gon ef dy a «Ie o- il; 
ers WE Sor hanged emſelyes, Goth 
might ' greater mileries, ' So Wh by 
theſe Ge chew t ere Wn an-end- put to 
that flouriſhing .. The Whole free-of 
the Town was ng y even to the Spo eo 5 
but it was impoſſible for any thing to 5 hee 
their Covetouſneſs, who' in the fad Ruines 
ſought for thewealth of the deſtroyed Own- 
ers: and to increaſe the gain of his Crimes: 
he ſold *the Children £0 Youth of OF 


ſex to the Haljans for Slaves. . 
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"The City being thus depopulated, i *$: 
points it as a Refuge for fuch defperite and 
needy perſons as ſhould deſert hiis Enemies, 
and come under his ſubjection. And laftl ay, 
nanny >> the name © Be plice þ from - 

a to Dicapolzs, 1. e. the Cit 
5 1s he did bs to profan king LE 
hame of Juſtice, and ſhew his Contempt of 
thoſe eternal laws of Right and Wrong;by attri- 
buting { glorious a Title to fo horrid-a 
Crime 5; which 7s the laſt pleaſure and delight 
rh thoſe that are prodigiouſly wicked. So Pos 
{bis relates of one Dicearch#s an. FEtokian, 
who being made by Philip of Macedonia on 
nera 
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Lib.III; > The Life of Apgathocles: 239 ; 
neral in- an Expeditionitogbreak: the League 
een an 
andthe Citts of He/eſport, (a 240; aps - 
parently proba re. 26 the Undertaker- 
could give no-honeſt-account of it) to: ſhew. 
bow his Souldelighted- inthe greateſt crimes, 
and to defis both the-Gods and men, before 
he took ſhipping he built two Altars, one to 
Iapiety, and” another: to,Jejuſtice, and facrifi- 
cedtothemas to his Deities. . But-the Hiſto- 
rian obſerves, That in thoſe cruel Tottures 
wherewith he ended- his dayes, he met with 
the proyokes juſtice both. of God and Man- 
And ſo alſo did 'Agathorles;for from aBrand: 
pluck'd: out of the fire of: this City: was he 
and his whole Family conſimed.: Qrherein 
the S;racuſarimntended:no more thaw'to'pra-: 

: Bl Qi theuiral arts of Tyrants, who to-divert: 
1 WU the Hatred of the pteſent, and the Infamy': 
among futureages,” are! wonfto put the ſpe-! 
» I <ious names of Rehigion/gnd Juſtcceupointhe! 
- molt deteſtable ations. So Taritxs obſerves; 
', WW of Ziberins, that he would: put upon the:new; 
d Wl Crimes, which his Jealouſie or Covetouſneſs 
f Wl jetted to, ;others ,| thoſe; names which the: 
a 
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Laws. had appropriated: to [great Offences,' 
and fo gild 7 his Cruelty; and Rapine: with 
the Titles of- Juſtice. -- And/as we: have fecn 
our modern” Tyrants ſtyle their attempts to 
> [W ruine Piety, the Propagation of Religion. Such: 
- I Cheats indeed do for a imequiet the Vulgar 
| R ſpirits, 
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n tre d, as rhey up- 
braided and ab ed the =hecks And 
the nobler and ne g minds think their 
enifarieraincler” Fouts! 
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I The tiext Tra ragedy wariadted be She ants | 
3 for while 4zathocles was buſicin theſe Butc 
nes, he receives the News of the death of | 
his:Sons. He grievedinot fo much for then, 

who he fu d were too near: his rivals of 
t feared" left the kindred! ant Ml 
friendeofrke Soldiers whon hehad berrayed Il * 
6” i2-4fick, would be'excited-by- theit Exam- WW 
| ple toattempt that upon the old Wolf which 
they hadexecuted'! the" Cubs. ' There- 
fore by a private miflenger he commands 
his. Brother Awandey ww murder ' the 
friends of alttho@rhat had followed:him in- 
to Africh, ' Ariander, whowas of «bile tem- 
pars and; who accounted Cruelty for Valour, 


| more Na perfornthe command, 'and en- 
_—_ to _ his "_ in _ 
Or ter, 
bg thoſe: os ir Kindred wi” were 
of an age fir to take veveny , but even their 
that were negs the Grave as 

atthey hadlong loſt their Senſes: and' the - 


fackin Children. thy were not capable-to 
know 
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they had any re - £104 L : 
deſired to gr 0 gens © all driven to the Sea- 
ſhore. W re that: mramiſtucus-multingle 
(that rp —_ 


their Jae >ovorngs IKE hey & 


of Death, and the horrid: 
Qacle * their:ciurdered friends who 
ceted in the Execution, - they. had at laſt all 
their Throats'cut;; and their bodies were 
thrown'inte the Seaz which —_—— 
was coloured with blood, and 
ofi the Crucley were cartied to fect 
Coaſts. And,which was moſt inhumage, none 
dared to bewaile-;the miſerable , 'nor 
thoſe Carcaſles; which the Waves refuſed:td 
tide, buteaſt- Hack upon the Shore; 
ſhowld (be. thought of Kin to the murde 
and:be forced to the ſame Deſtiny: So ks 
the!\Commerce of humane Nature was. broke; 
and:Crucley gr grew.the higher fram Commiſes 
_ pen : ns actions /as _ e does the 
urity rpers depend; ſa, that thoſe- 
thathave had any ſenſe of /ertyeor Humanis 
R 2 | ty, 


MyGentuchupgrnt inanobſenre pri- 
vacy,: than aim. at. Hobs 
ſo.great mi 


mal | Plague brought death and deſtrudtion 


whereſbever he went ; he goes.toall the other 
Cities-that' were either under his Dominioy; 
or,in Confederacy with him, : and by extort- 


ing Mony from them, taking- off -the- ſu: 
etked , ak Bae he 
labours to keep them froma-Revolt, which 
either his Wickedneſs: or-:his:contemptible 
Overthrow might ! excite-ther unto. But 
yet he could not-prevent the-effeftof Mzefor- 
twnes, which ſhakes the faith'andrancels the o0b- 
ligations that are bttween wicked 6 Ke | Fot 
Paſyphilus , either by the -inconſtancy of' his 
nature, or fearing his Maſters.rine, - and 
willing therefore to provide for his own 
fafety, did revolt to Dinoerates; and, as a 
P of his faith, delivered- up-to' hinrall 
e ſtrong Holds andForces which he com- 
manded oo i” ng ws did m ſtrang! 
lyaftect and injealous Agathocler, and preletit 
toi his fartcy Prat conſequences, 'that 
mad- with fear leſt Paſphilns | might have 
more Complices 3 he thonght "of quitting 
the Tyranny, and therefore preſently ſends 
; i 
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ff to treat with Dirocrates; and propounds'ro' 
; | him theſe conditions of Peace: * That 'be 
« would part with his Kingdome , and reftor 
« [Liberty to the Syracuſins; That Dinocra- 
«tes ſhould return to his own City ; That there 
< ſhould be granted to" Agathocles for his" ſe- 
«curity the two" 'Garriſons of Thermez ard 
> Cephalewium, with the Territories therennts 
« belonging. "77 anew Yang ve OS IPRO 


& 


- Theft Artides'being divulged', afforded' 
matter 6Fdiſtourfe to the Speculativs. Some 
applaided'the' Moderation cf the man,” and 
attributed *this prudence of  temporizing 
with his fortuneto his long experience in. va- 
rious ſaccelts, which uſes to render the 
great Atorsin the world more wary, and 
fuſpicious” of future Events; and the more 
profperousthey have been, the leſs will they 
1/p to Chance. ' That although he might 

ope for a Change of his preſent low con- 
dition , yet he was alſo to fear a greater 
Fall. On the other ſide ſome required his 
Conftancy', and wondered at his Change . 
from himſelf; that whereas in former perils 
he ſeemed alwayes of a preſent courage and 
q . _ 
tenacious of hope, 'yet now he ſhould be 
" I © tranſported with fear, that he did not 
i dare to hazagd one Encounter forthat which 
* WH he had by fach difficult Crimes got, and hi- 
therto preſerved. - And, which was moſt 
R 3 ſtrange, 
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244 The Syracuſan Tyrant, Or, Lib. 
ſtrange, that he ould deſpiſe his own ad- 
vantages, being itill Maſter of Syracuſe and 

other ſtrong Holds, ſtored with no 
frall Treatate, furniſhed with a force that 
wasnot contemptible in Number, but yet more 
conliderable in Experience and. the arts of 
War. Theytherefore concluded that he was 
never endued withtrue valour, and that his 
forwer reſolutions were either but the inſo- 
lencies ofa preſent fortune, or the eager hopes 
of a future 3 which were bur ſpurious, ſigns, 
not genuine effects of a braye .Generolity. 
And a guog men prevail by Vertne, ſo many baſe 
erfjons do ſometimes by their Vices. Another 
fort judged, that all theſe Overturesof Peace 
were but to conceal more ſecret pradtices in 
his Enemies Army 5 that Dinocrates had hi- 
thertoeither baſely, or falſely, by various de- 
layes, betrayed the ſeaſons of War to his Ad- 
verfaries, and that this Treaty was but to 
continue him in that negligence. - That the 
Tyrant knew well enough how dangerous t 
was for a private perfon to have once born 
the name of a King, and that ſuch when 
they part with they Power, do abjure their 
Safety: for if not the publick Hatred, yet 
private Revenge forbids Security. The me- 
mory of Dionyſms was yet freſh; who when 
hehad loft Syracuſe, and was « in his 
own Works, and did ſo deſpond, that he ot- 
feredto redeem his life with a voluntary Ex- 
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together with: the diſpoſal of all the Cities 
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He out of Sicily, was yet encouraged to a per- 
nn SIS 
[I hat © was 4 ;ſpecions Ep7 z | 

this F #e- m Law SR — 
this Apophthegm, That <a Iyrext | Y4- 
'< ther be drawn bythe heels out of his Govern- 
< went, than voluntarily to recede from it. 
Which fo confirmed. that Tyrant, who was 
an.greater diſtrethanthe preſent, that he re- 
tained his Power , and :weathered out 'the 
Storm that threatned his: Shipwreck. That 
{ure this wily Monſter was as far from in- 


tending what he did offer, as ever his un- 
Eirhfu 


Soul uſed to keep .a diftance-from 
.his Tongue. U, 


\ The mer gave ſome _ wn laſt 
conjecture, for It ha lt reaty 
came to.ng effet. For whether Agathocles 
didſcerioully intend it or no, yet Dinocra- 
2es's orgs gar ® it IR. Peace can- 
210t :pleaſe thoſe who res are immoderate 
or corrupt mw the be Oren where it 
3s, extinguiſhes all other Aﬀe&ions. Dinocrates 
was no lefs deſirous to:/be a Monarch than 
Agathocles had been, and wasas little pleaſed 
that the Democracy ſhould be reſtored at 
Swacuſe, where nenethat were Great could 
£ver be ſafe. ' bis preſent Command-of twen- 
ty thouſand Foet, and three thouſand Horſt, 


R 4 that 
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that. were of the:League, of which he was 
called the General, but -in truth"was little 
les-than the* Lord; was not'to''be parted 
with for the privacy of Peace, which equal- 
ly abſcares the brave and bafe;' and makes 
no. difference betwixt noble-and ignoble 
ſpirits. Syracuſe - was indeed his native Ci- 
ty, but the would be no better” than his E- 
nemy, that would reduce him to the equa- 
li:y-of: a Private-perfun , make him - obno- 
xious to the harangues of unquiet Dema- 
 gogucs,, and the cenfures of the giddy Rab- 
ble. Upon theſe conſiderationshe was as un- 
toward. to .admit of Peace, -as he” had been 
negligentin proſecuting the War,” and there- 
fore found out many difficulties in the Trea- 
ty. Sometimes he denied the Garrifons upon 
jealouſie of his future pretenſions :-fometimes 
he urged that he ſhould for ever depart from 
Sicily: and another time - he "required his 
Children for Hoſtages. * Agathcles ,” though 
| he perceived the drift of - the than,” and: that 
he ſbould prevail nothing. by this: Treaty, 
- but make them +more eager *Im 'requiring 
what they knew he would deny, did yet con- 
. timte his practice} that by his-Commiſſio- 
- ners he might. debauch the” Army ,* buy 
off: the faith off ſome , raife-diffidence* of 
their General in- others, and ſtir -up' Se- 
_ ditions and FaCtions' againſt him inthe ſeve- 
_ ral Citics. He infinuates by lis/Agents, that 


Dino- 
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TheLifeof Agatho N 
Dinotrates 'did not faithfully intend the js 
berty of Sicily, bur ſought to have that pow- 
ex in- himſelf, which he envied and fought 
againſt in another; that he was the great 
Obſtruction 'of the publick Peace and \ oo 
pineſs of every City, by refuſing fuch Ar- 
ticles which a Conquerour would not haye 
denjed tq the'Vanquiſhed ; and ſo he neg- 
teded the ſafety of all *thaſe Cities whale 
ſervant he was. | = 


'Whiles he lays theſe grounds for Viftory 
there, he concludes a Peace with the Cartha- 
giniars, and delivers up all their Forts and 
Cities which he had ſiſted upon in S:city for 
the ſumme of three hundred talents, and: two 
hundred thouſand M=aſares of Corn. By this 
Compoſition he was at liberty to imploy all 
his: Thoughts and Forces againſt the Free 
League,  with' whom he was reſolved to try 
what bis ſecret Arts had done, and offer 
them a ſer Bartel in the Field, although he 
had no more than five thouſand Foot and 
eight hundred Horſe, which he did not fo 
much truſt to, as he did unto his own pratti- 

ces, and the vices of the Enemy. The Con- _ 
federates were well pleaſed with the Ty- 
rants Confidence, who feem:d to offer up 
his ſmall number to the Swords of twenty 
five thouſand Foot and three thouſand 

Horſe, which'was their ſtrength. Tranny 
'+ =& |" : t 


« F Re” ge q ” OS TR 
. > : — T 
+.£ Ts PR % = 

- » © I4 7 - 


" The Syracithn Tjhant/@r, Lib 
to Pane did willingly engage. at a plage 


"The Hit was ſtoutl 
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doubtful, whether it boull fall 
deeb was the IT Nunes, or the bra- 
velt Co of 
che Tyrant to ons LORE thouſand 
of Dinecrates's Ah; that were .corru 
| by i the Treaty, in heat of the 
went over to nog s's fide. Which 
did both raiſe the hopes and courage of his 
Party, and ſo-ternific the other with this un- 
Perfidiouſhels,, that every . one 
doubting whether his next Comrade were a 
friend or foe, they truſted. more in their 
flight than in theis Companiens, and . were 
mmmediately routed. Agathocles would not 
purſue his flying Enennes, EA a teming 
Humanity to ſpare his deceived Country- 
men, heſounds a Retreat from. the Slaughter. 
$0 that all the Horſe were gotten ſafe to Aw- 
bicas, > many —_ Fort by che bench of th 
rOac t eſcaped quite away; but 
the ——_ part of them that were left 1n a 
Body together, had poſleſied  themſelves,of 
an -Hill, which they he had fortified for their 
Defence. 


To theſe the Tyrant offers T TIN of Par. 
don and Peace, leſt Deſpair. might kindle 
them to a dangerous Obſtinacy, Neceſlaty 
many 
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many times forting nien to miraculous ads : 
therefore by ſome meflengers he defires them 
to come to a: Trea Which & beſe - 46) he 
<bud entertained with them onel, 
* of Peate;ſo now be hail no of yer. oe but 
that means to put an end to the miſeries of 

ty 4 adnagy That although his condition were 
< vow better than it was then yet he krew, how 
© i became not juſt perſons and generoxs 
<9 change their _ deſtres with xcceſs. He 
cer ele — ep could be 
" the Sictlians, urd therefore 
> Rene fo maintain their _ In- 
«tereſt, and to undergo ſo many 
&« ther in Aﬀrick, to break the Punick Y 

< which he had one, had not ſome that ae 
<< the Publick Happineſs of the [ſland, diftraBed 
< hin by aſſaulting his Ay here, while he was 
<« faithfully ſerving them there. That now if 
< they were weir y of a tedliows — War, 
< 2nd were do rows to'retwurn to 
<« Peace, and ws pleaſures FA their own <xtadk 
” Laying down t ir Arms, they ſhould 

<« and jafe Paſſage. But if they no 
<« hatred of hine to all the blejſings of Diet, 

< aid wonld ſtill retzin their hoſtile affettiows 
6 together with their Weapons, muſt make 
< their way with the Sword 5; and he would ex- 
A Oe hate wu. oy —_— bloud : 
* For t ound (by a fadder experience 
* than + fr om wiſhed) that there — 


FR Wig LG < i», 4 #6; - A” 
| | KOBE W 
Ty " 
” SS < 


< hope of ſucceſi againſt him, who- with ſo ſmall 


< 2 handful of men, CE the aff wot. | 


< the gods, without whoſe favour there cou 

mo. proſperity) hed overthrown their mighty 
< Army. The poor Wretches, though they 
knew that not any word was true, 'and had 
many teſtimonies 'that not any Promiſe he 
would make hedid intend to keep 3 yet be- 
cauſe they were hopeleſs of Victory, deſi- 
rous of Peace; and contented with Safety, 
were eaſily deluded by their hopes and fears 
to try once more his Faith; and accept what 
he offered before they defired, a readineſs 
which might-/juſtly have moved their ſuſpi- 
cion. . For Tyrants are never forward to do ar 
aF that becomes a vertuows perſon, but they in- 
tend . ſome horrid impiety which would move 
blafhes in a Fury. The credulous Souldiers 
accepting his Oath for a ſafe Convoy, left 
their Works and Arms upon the Hill, and 
came down to requife_ the- performance. 
When they had thus parted with all their 
means of ſafety, the Tyrant incompaſles them 
about(being to the number of ſeven thou- 
ſand, others ſay but four thouſand) with his 
ownSouldiers all armed. . Then the miſera- 
ble: men perceived themſelves cheated to 
their -ruine, when they ſaw that they were 
hemm'd in by an Enemy infolent with Victo- 
ry, and terrible with their : Arms, and they 
themſelves naked, without any Inſtrument cv 
"Ea ther 
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ther for tevenge or defence, they concluded 
themſelves devoted to- deſtruction. : There- 
fore falling upon one anothers necks, and 
ſhaking one another by the hand, they gave 
and took:the laſt Salntes,' each one defiring 
his friend and neighbour not to. ſeek a diffe- 
rent fortune in a common cauſe, So invo- 
king Heaven and the injured Gods to re- 
venge theirbloud, they were in that poſture 
all killed by the command of the perjured 
Tyrant. ': +7 $7: 


Thus was the Religionof an Oath uſed b 
Agathocles,/ and: conttantly.: praQtiſed by 
Uſurpers, onely to deceive men whom they 
fear, ſhould therr Intentions be open, while 
they contemn that Deity which they invoke 
and atteſt; So that Perjury is the evidence -0 
baſe ſpirits and wicked ſouls, and never fal 
yo thoſe that fear no Enemy, or reverence: any. 

od. \ Reenlss (hall be for ever memorable, 
as long as Piety or Vertue are in the world, 
that wouldnot break his Oath, though.made 
to ſuch Enemies who he knew would puniſh 


' thoſe Vertueswhich they ſhould have admie 


red,” and 'would reward' his Reverence of 
Heaven-with fach Tortures as would- have 
been-cruel-to Beaſts. And Roz was thought 
worthy of her Greatneſs, while ſhe bred up 
her Citizens in honeſt Arts; and would- not 
faffer the Religion of an Oath to a 

| —_ 
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ned by any unworthy Colluſion. Foras ſhe 
needed not ſuch Arts of falſenefs for. 

ſo would ſhe not permit them to her Citi- 

zens for - But they juſtly merit che 

eternal -hatre of Mankind, who. undermune 
andall Humane Commerce by viola- 

ting the ſacred Obligation of an Oath, either 

toattain at Power, or to ruine an 

that cannot. be overcome by honeſt courſes. 


This great Army being ondy by the 
Frauds of the Tyrant thus broken and de- 
ſeated, ſome few. of the Exzles he-received 
to mercy; but they were ſuch as he could 
not fuſpedt for perilous perſons, whom their 
Fears and not. jen. had berded 
the other Champions of Liberty, that wo 
be contented onely-with Life,though 1twene 
ban as And wack 14.7 ray. 
permit-the enjoyment.of their mulery. . Kor 
their ſafety Oli the baſeneſs of they 
Faſſals; 'and they are always: more in fear. of 

=" Artur and noble , h. ow their 
#has of thoſe that are againſt them. Qnes 

| _— wonder. among, the-Greoks was; 
thockes did:. arg Niwecrates to-a 

jon, and kept that Eaith !with-him 

which. he-did with none elſe: ant oyhereas 

'\ he was {ojealous of all others wham be had 

 wronged,or-that-had oppoſed: him, that he 
| Never; permitted them to has if he had pow- 


cr 
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Sacks doubred- not to makewſe of that 


res themto: death + ae 6p 
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of Truſt about tim, and os 
the Command'of fome Dd ans And 
ben Gel perſons ders orally net 


was preſerved wv alable RE eter 
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Therefore the Tyrant had difiniſſed- tim 
at the Maſſacre at Syracuſt, 'and now” recei 
ved him again-into his Beſbrty ar the Over! 
throw-at Gorgitys. For ther their: Intereſts 
did conſpire. Dinocrates, that was hatedfor 
—— the Peace when it was offered. in 


and fuſpetted by all Citics e 
Fi ny, for pevonrk theirForces in the 
ſt Fight, could nor ho ahi rominy #4 

in the Tyrants-proteQion: 


mansCourage and'Serviee, whom tratredari 
ſuſpicions had weakened and diſgraced fo 
as never to be truſted with any defigns' as 
Eineer him : and ufing him in all ' odious 

nterpriſes, he ſhould thereby derive os 
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wb! Tavcrations Gon hichGi Diineres 
ing thus traſted, becauſe he could bope 

tbe vantage 

very induſtrious to reduce to his. new Ma, 

; Obedience all thoſe places whom the de- 

of Liberty had yet animated to an-En- 


mity. And firſt, he: ines 0pen Gele , and. 


therein takes Paſphilns, thar had revolted to 
him.. A perſon neither conſtant in his faith, 
nor ſtout-in- his Perfidignſnefs.. With: his 
bloud aotes aſſures Agethocles of his! uns 
oe ;and comforts the oppreſ- 

they ſaw one. Inſtrument 
of i oro i bis deſerts. - Afﬀeers 
wards he as all the Forts and Garriſons 


that had been. formerly. in his-power to be 


furrendred to the Tyrants command, a 
within the ſpace of two years brought ones 
his "chang all the Cities. that .were dale 
hs __ 


lng the mea while the a not to Gap 
be mon mice while his Agents. were 


bief. 1n. And canſiderin 
Te og of Lipars through a long yu 

was. rich-and we ſo, could not reſiſt 
| bis Enterprizes, and yet afford him Spoilsz 


he ſails thither with his Navy, and ſaurprizing. 


them, requires fifty Talents of Silyer as the 
= BRe of their Safety. Although they had 
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provoked him by no Injury, nor owed/him 
any Subjettion, yet it. was enough that they 
were not able to refit his Injuſtice, and had 
ſomething to invite his Covetouſheſs. The 
Iſlanders paid him as much Money as they - 
had in their private and publick Exchequers; 

and defired a day of payment for. the reſt. 
Fcr although there was enough Treaſure 1n 
their Temples, that was conſecrated to their 
Gods ZEolus and Vulcan, as would fatisfie. the 
Tyrant's demands ; yet had they never been 
puilty. of fach a Sacrilege; and therefore 


would. not. now pollute their private For- 


tunes, by ufing the confecrated Money to;pur- 
chaſe their Safer the Publick Religion _ 
vailing .over their Private Intereſts. - The 
Tyrant that had no Juſtice in demanding any, 
would have no Religion to ſpare ſo much, 
and therefore forced away from them and 
their Gods all the dedicated Treaſure that 
was in their Temples, and carrying it aboard, 
ſpread his fails for Syracuſe. But being over- 
taken by a great Trek, he loſt eleven of 
his ſhips; which were thoſe .that carried the 
{ſpoyls of Sacrilege. The Lypareans were a . 
fol comforted that their God /Eolus, which 
they imagined was the Deity of the Winds, 
had (as they thought) revenged his own 
T not the Szracuſan Thief 


alſo obſerved that Vulcan their God of Fire 
S took 


took his part of revenge in the death of the 
Monſter when he was burnt alive. 


- $0 odious were alwayes Sacrilegious per- 
ſons even to thoſe that knew not the true 
God, that all men did curiouſly obſerve and 
exceedingly irejoyce at the Vengeance of 
Heaven upon ſuch deteſtable MalefaCtors; 
which very often ſeized on them 1n the fight 
of men. The trueGod ſeemed careful to pre- 
ſerve Religion amongmen, by avenging the 
injuriesthat weredoneeven to falſe Gods by 
thoſe that worſhipped them as true. This 
he oftendid in pity to the deceived world. 
For without Religion Communities would 
degenerate into Bands of Thieves and herds 
of Beaſts, each one preying upon another, 
and keeping no more faith than neceſſity 
' could inforce. That Religion may affect the 
mindsof men, and draw them to an admiri 

obedience and awful reverence of its DiQates, 
It muſt have that Majeſty and. Splendour 
which may work even upon the Carnal part 
:of man , (which is moſt predominant in the 
multitude.) Theluſtre, thatis moſt likely to 
have influence on ſuch, 41s that which is deri- 
ved from the affluenceand greatneſs of thoſe 
thingsthe world accounts deſirable, There- 
fore the riches of Conſecrations and Anathe- 
ma's. have been thought attraftive expedients 
to this purpoſe 3 becaule they are the teſti- 
monies 
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monies.of:the munificence of Heaven | 
Worſhippens, Who ingratvade bave b 

returns. acknowledged. the fountain. i 
their Wealth = Happineſs, So likewile do | 
ſuch oblations commend:the pious Examples 
and Re FORE! pions of. paſt Ages | to Polte- 
rity, a provake.them to animitation. The 
purity © Region, and Fa it moſt reſpects 


the ae move Ing Part, $ Its Throne: 1 in 
© Mare owers , yet doth not 
Fs WI RE Gehl Re the 1n- 


feriour., wenſe of . requiring not onely t the 
Heart, but:the Fleſh alſo, to praiſe the Lzyi ng 
God. And. chough It pid exaſX 
diepce opely from the purer x lo Ye j 
wauld prevent the contempt of more Fn 
ted Squls: :Jike wiſe Law-giyers, wp 
not their Preſcriptions, for the public 
ty with reſpe& onely to the Yirtwof , 
FFOpes them ſoasthey may allure and 2 en 
he;obſervance of the Dregs of the People: 
$ greaxis the intereſt of Religjon in thepte» 
ſeryatiqns of its Dedications, that few or 
none djd eyer þbare-facedly own this Crim 
but endeavour'd tochude the people'szeal Jad 
divert the envy of the Sin by ſome more ſpe- 
cious pretext to Piety. That Sacrilegious Ty- 
rant,, who took aWay, bis Jupiter's Golden . 
Coat, and gavehim a Wollen , did ſcoffingly 
pretend the change was for the God's advan- 
tage , becaule the ag was too- heavy ty 
2 


waſeBo the Winter: and thoſe that imitate 
hi want not their pretexts of a more refi-' 
ned knowledge of a Deity; that Heaven 
hath noneedofour Treaſure, and is morede- 
lighted with a Spiritual Worſhip. Bur yer 
ve ſhall find none guilty of Sacnledge thar 
are not infamous with other Crimes: who 
when they have exhauſte&therr own Reve- 
nues intheſatisfaction of their Lufts ; invade 
the treaſures of Religion to ſupply their 
wants;z or being exceeding covetous, make 
no difference betwixt things Civil and Di- 
vine, -and when they have oppreſſed men 
with Extortions, provoke Heaven with Ex- 
pilations; which ſooner or later takes Ven- 
geance on their Injuſtice, and in their Ruine 
recovers the Honour of Religion. 


Agathocles having loſt the Spoils of his 
impious Voiage, could not reſt'till he had 
acted ſome more proſperous Wickedneſs. All 
his thoughts being at preſent frighted with 
the ſight of the Coaſts of Africk, he now 
turns his defigns to the other Shore, and layes 
his Projectsfor the difturbance of Italy. Which 
being publickly known, the ſmaller and ma- 
ritime Cities of that Coaſt that lay moſt ob- 
noxioys to his Invaſion and Power, ſent Am- 
baſſadours to treat a Confederacy with him, 
that by a preſent Friendſhip they might 

pre- 
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revent a future :Subje&ion. The Tyrant 
Toveives the Mcſkngos with all his Uſaal 
falſe Careſles, puts them in hope of Peace, 
| and -entertains them with ſeveral diverfions, 
thatthey 'might not have leiſure to obſerve 
his Preparations. Which when they were fi- 
niſhed, he invites them to a Supper, and ap- 
points them the next day for Audience. But 
he that night took Shipping , and (o tranf- 
ported his Army into [taly , while the Cities 
1awere altogether unprepared for a Reſiſtance, 


becauſe they had rgceived no Intelligence 
- MW from their Agents. The firſt that were a(- 
ſailed were the Brutij, who loſt one of their 


Cities called /A#has, by the ſudden Invaſion 
. of the Tyrant-z but not diſcouraged there- 
with,-they with a great Power aſlault him by 
night, and killing:faur thouſand of his men 
foree him back to Syracuſe. 


LE 


Not ſucceeding in his open force, -he tries 
more cloſe and impious:Cheats ; 'for having 
a defign upon the Crotoniates, that he might 
make them ſecure, he ſends a Meſſenger to 
Menedemmus, thatithen was chief Commander 
there, and had -been his ancient Hoſt, to ac- 
-quaint him, that he had an intent to accom- 
pany his Daughter Lanaſſa, whom he had 
married to Pyrrkys King of Epire, asfar as Ita- 
ly on her way. And therefore deſires him 
not to be ſuſpicious of the Navy which he 

| S 3 had 
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260 TheSyracufan Tyrant, Or, Lib. 
had ,provided for the; ſafety and honour of 
the Bride. . And while he intended this- ſoft 
buſineſs of Love; he.'defired that:he night 
not be troubled by them with any attempts 
of War. .They eaſily believed him, who did 
defireit ſhould rotbeotherwiſe ; and by this 
Keurity they /found-themſelves: altogether 
unprovided for.a; Defence, when they ſaw 
-him lay Siege to their City : -And- after he 
had made a finall Battery upon their Walls, 
fearing leſt a ſtout and yain, oppoſition might 
kindle him'toa greater £ruelty, they opened 
'their Gates unto-him. Where, as fon as he 
wasentred, he uſesthe utmoſt violence, plun- 
.dering the whole Gy, and killing all that 
.were able to bear Arms, he ſold all the-xeſt 

for Slaves. Having deſtroyed this flouriſh- 
.1ng City, he enters into a Confederacy with 

the ſmaller Towns that were -upon -thoſe 

Coaſts, and which maintained themſelves by 
; Piracy, to joyn with ' them part of his Ships, 
.andto have his ſhare proportionable in.the 

Prizes. Thus he that afteted-to bea Prince 
\, turned Thief, hisnature recoiling, to:the ſins 
. of his private condition, when his-outward 
- Dignity required nobler praQtices3-as toſup- 
. preſsthe common Enemies, as Pirates are, and 
to maintain the Commerce of Nations. - But 
- a Tyrant doth nothing abhorrent from him- 
_ ſelf, when he plaies a private Thief that was 

before a publick, and maintains but his former 
$6 Enmity 
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Enmity to the nature of Man and Nations 
By 'his publick and private Robberies ha- 
ving recruited himſelf, he intends a revenge 
on the Brutiz for the late loſs 'he received 
from them: therefore he invades them again 
with thirty thouſand Foot, and three thou- 
ſand Horſe, and keeps a {ſtrong Navy ridin 
upon their 'Coaſt. A Tempeſt broke an] 
ſcattered his Navy : but his Land-forces had. 
ſome ſacceſs for a. time, fo that he forced: the 
Brutii to articles of Submiſſionz To gize ſix 
« hundred Ho$tages, and to receive his Garri- 
« ſons into their Cities. But the Tyrant no 
ſooner left' the Contir.ent, and departed for 
Sicily, but they ſet upon the Garriſons, killd 
all is Soldiers, and delivered their Hoſtages, 
and ſo ſhook off his yoke of Slavery, which 
he wag never able tolayupon themagain. 


Agathocles finding ſuch variety in his ſingle 
fortune, which ſometimes was too liberal, and 


"at other times recall'd all her favours by ſome 


great loſs, like a tempeſtuous Sea, when one 


wave ſhatches that from the ſhore, which a 


former had brought to it ; he was reſolved to 


: try what he could doe in conjunction with 


ſome potent Ally, whoſe fortune was'more 
ſteady. And therefore 'he ſends his ſon the 
younger Agathocles to Demetrius then King 


of Macedonia, to make a League and Confe- 


deracy with him. Demetrins,who wasnotun- 
S 4 acquainted 


260 The Syracu fan Tyrant, 'Or, Lib.1lt. 
had ;provided for. thei ſafety and honour of 
the Bride. . And while he intended this - ſoft 
buſineſs of Love; he.'defired that:he night 
not be trotibled by them with. any atterhpts 
of War. [They eaſily believed him, who did 
defireit ſhould riot beotherwiſe ; and by this 
ſeurity they :found-themſclves: altogether 
unprovided for.a; Defence, when they ſaw 
him lay Siege to their City : And- after he 
hadmade a ſmall Battery upon their Walls, 
' fearing leſt a ſtout and yain oppoſition might 
kindlehim'toa gfeater £ruelty,-they opened 
'their Gates unto-him. Where, as foon as he 
wasentred, he uſes the utmoſt violence, phan- 
.dering the whole Gity, and killing-} all that 
.were able to bear Arms, he ſold all the- reſt 

for Slaves. Having deſtroyed this flouriſh- 
.1ng City, he enters into a Confederacy with 
the ſmaller Towns that were -upon -thoſe 
Coaſts, and which maintained themſelves by 
; Piracy, to joyn with ' them part of his Ships, 
-andto have his ſhare proportionable in.the 
Prizes. Thus he that aftected: to bea Prince 
\, turned Thief, hismature recoiling. to:the ſins 
. of his private condition, when his-outward 
- Dignity required-nobler practices ;-as toſup- 
. preſsthe common Enernes, as Pirates are, and 


.  tomaintain the Commerce of Nations. - But 


- A;T yrant doth nothing 'abhorrent from him- 
; ſelf, when he plaies a private Thief that was 

befarea publick, and maintains but his former 
| Eo Enmity 
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Enmity to the nature of Man and Nations 
By his publick and private Robberies:ha- 
ving recruited himſelf, he intends a revenge 
on the Brutii for the late loſs 'he received 
from them?” therefore he invades them again 
with thirty thoufand Foot, and three thou- 
ſand Horſe, and keeps a' ſtrong Navy ridin 
upon their 'Coaſt. A Tempeſt broke _ 
ſcattered his Navy : but his Land-forces had. 
ſome ſacceſs for a. time, fo that he forced: the 
Brutii to articles of Submiſſion; To gize ſix 
&« hundred HoStages, and to receive his Garri- 
« (ons into their Cities. But the Tyrant no 
ſooner left the Continent, and departed for 
Sicily, but they ſet upon the Garriſons, kill'd 
all his Soldiers, and delivered their Hoſtages, 
and ſoſhook off his yoke of Slavery, which 
he wag never able tolay upon themagain. 


Agathocles finding ſuch variety in his ſingle 
fortune, which ſometimes was too liberal, and 


at other times recall'd all her favours by ſome 


great loſs, ike a tempeſtuous Sea, when one 


wave ſhatches that from the ſhore, which a 


former had brought to it ; he was reſolved to 


: try what he could doe in conjunction with 


ſome potent Ally, whoſe fortune was'more 


ſteady. And therefore he ſends his ſon- the 
younger Agathocles to Demetrius then King 


of Macedonia, to make a League and Conte- 


deracy with him. Demetrins,who was notun- 
IS 4 acquainted 


262. The Syracufan Tyrant, Or, Lib.Ml. 
acquainted of the falſhoods of the Syracuſan, 
_ Fame had notyet ſuffered a ſilence of the 
murdered Ophellas, could not expe&t any 
aſſurance from ſuch a Confederate z who hay- 
ing been ſo often unfaithfull, could not with- 
aut a Miracle be trye to any : yet was not- 
withſtanding willing to fallow the Tyrant in 
his own paths, and ruine him by his own 
Arts. A retaliation ſo conſtant to Wickednef, 
that ſcarce any 0 v6 but by the wayes he 
farn'd. He therefqre entertains the young 
[Tyrant with great blandiſhments, adorns him 
with theRoyal Purple, and ſends him home 
loaded with magnificent Promiſes and great 
Preſents, and with him Oxtheris'a dexte- 
rous Confident of his own 3 in colour to ac- 
commodate the dithiculties that might emerge 
in the Treaty, to proje& a form of Accecrd, 
and to keep 2 good correſpondence betwixt 
'his Maſter and-the Tyrant ; but in truth 'to 
diſcover the intrigues of the Syracuſan coun- 
ſels, and to be a Spy upon the affairs of Sici- 
Iz, to diſcover the eaſieſt way of invading it, 
and topraGtiſe the Tyrant ta ſome deſtructive 
Enterprizes. Oxythemis had an: handſome 
reception ' and great credit with Aeathocles, 
whoſe humonts and inclinations he ſoon 
found, and dexterouſly moved him ta renew 
his attempts againſt Carthage, and follow his 
pretenſions in Africk, This he eagerly pro- 
ſccuted, thatſothe Tyrant leaving Sicily, i 
Co eg NT 5: x —_ 


Lib.III.. TheLifeof Agathocles. 263 1 
Maſter with more eaſe might attaque it. This 
ſeemed to Agathocles as the counſel of hisFor; .Y 
4 tune, for he was now free from any troubles <þ 
- in theIfland. Syracuſe by an open and con- 
- tinued Trade, and ſome years of Peace, had 
= recovered ſo much Wealth, as defaced all the 
marks of the former War. - He was now - 
ſtrengthned with the new alliance of a pow- 
erful Neighbour, whoſeafliſtances Oxythewis 
after the Greek, manner did augment and en- 
large. He therefore embraced the Deſign, 
and made Preparations anſwerable unto it. 
He had provided two hundred Veſſels e- 
quipped with all neceſfary Furniture for. the 
tranſporting of his Forces, and had begun 
Hoſtility by intercepting the Carthaginigr 
Ships that carried provilions of Corn and 
other neceſlarics from Sicily and Sardinia to 
Africk. But in the very beginningsof his de- 
ſigns, that Vengeance of Heaven which had 
been long due unto him , did at laſt take 
hold of him , and blaſted his counſels with 
his ruine, which wasthus effected. E 
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The Tyrant being now old, and daubtipg 
the chances of War , and the varieties. of 
1 Fortune, which he had ſo often experienced, 
q would provide for the Succeſſion in his ill- 
s gotten Dominion , before he departed from 

: Sicily. Thoſe whom propinquity of blood, 
- the affections of the Tyrant , and the Vul- 


gar 


w* CTY VCD 


Or, < Lib. . 
| = : | 6A FIT 13-7 
gar Report marked out for the Honottr 


Fete the younger Agathocles, arid Arohagdths 
the ſon of that Archagathus that 'was betray- 
ed 'by his Father, ay ſlain by the Souldiers 
in Africk, Both theſe had great hopes and 
Trong oP tations to be the Heirs of the Eni- 
Pire. The firſt built his upon the Indulgent 
Aﬀections of the old Tyrant, which he had 
"ined by a ſpecious Obſervance, and conti- 
'nual preſence, accompanied with a quiet in- 
"Uuſtry, in all. that was commanded, though 
che were unfit for War, and would wear out 
Says of A@ion' with words: of Obedience. 
"Beſides, his late Embaſſie and magnificent Re- 
*ception in Greece had made him more ſplen- 
"did, though they were but the Arts of the 
"Enemy, not the effeds of his Merits. Andit 
"15 not to be doubted but that Oxythemis fa- 
*voured his Choice, whom he ſaw leaſt able 
" to hinder his ' Projects. On the other ſide 
Archagathus founded his pretenſions to the 
"Succeſſion, becauſe he was General of the 
' Forces, and was now with them about /&t- 
94; he had been in ſeveral Expeditions, in 
which. by his þoldneſs and generous Mien he 
. - Had got the eſteem of Valiant, and the Aﬀe- 
"ions of the Sonldiery. So thatthe old Ty- 
'rant ſeemed to hold but a Precarious Em- 
" pire of him, which he could take away at 
ofa pleaſure. But the Obſequiouſneſs of the 
"younger Agathocles did over-balance all _—_ 
ſ 5 © Me. 
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rits 1n the judgment of hisEather. Theres 
Be. when Archagahus was dbroad. with: the 
Army, the Tyzarit eommends [his:Son Hger 
thocles'to the Qbedience of the Syraqm/ars, gs 
the-future hopes-of all-theit; Peace, and Safes _ 
ty, and whom, he hail Hleſigned for his 
:Lhxone. And'ithat .he:mighthave the; like 
reverence from-the Army; heiſends him-with 
ALetter to Archagathus, commanding him to 
deliveriup-the:Charge of the Forces into-the 


hands of his Uncle. 194336 Th! 


. Archagathus ſeeing his hapes deluded;and 
that-all his Glorious Hazazds:were: fruitleG, 
when the Rewards of- Danger, 'WETE; confer- | 
redion him that was never-nþax them. 5 con- 
-ccives alt Incexpiable! Hatred; both-again(t, bis 
Grandfather -and Rival , pine wade to 
gueneh it with the bloud of. both, 'To this 
end he ſends preſently a Meflenger; to Meer: 
- his Correſpondent at Coutt, and; withywhom 
he had. often treated of 'dangerous! Secrets, 
-and.- had prepared him for:any| Deſign.che 
ſhouldiadviſe him unto, and; defires him-t0 
poiſon the old-Tyrant, and he; himſelfwould 

;contrive the death of the.: younger, - This 


\ Menon was a Native of/EgeSia,where Aga- 


-#hicles had aced thoſe Incredible, Cruelies, 
-and'1n the ruine of the City, was taken with 


.the-other Youth that were appointed-to. be 


Ablg-for., Slaves.  But'the Comelineſs of:-his 
Tek, Per- 


#66 Þ TheByraculanTram, Or, Libill. 
Perſon hadpreferred him'to the Tyrantsþwn 
Luſt, who wed him as a Bardacio. This he 
took patiently, and ſeemed to be well plea- 
_ Rd with' his Imployment; and'to gain the 
Tore Credit with the Tyrant , and advan- 
rape of doingmiſchief,did glory that he was 
adniod mtothe'number of his Prince's moſt 
beloved' Conhdents, and profeſſed that the 
preſent Benefits had cancelled the old Inju- 
T1es.-/: But yet his Soul did 'inwardly burn 
with a deſire of revenge, both for the abuſe 
of his Body, and the deſtruftion of his City, 
and therefore'was watchful and ſtudious of 
4 fit opportunity to accompliſh it. Archa- 
gathws was\'not ignorant of his Diſcontents, 
-and had found'hima fit Engine for ſuch At- 
tempts as his defeated hopes did ſtand m 
need of. For to enterpriſe upon a Tyrant 
by a ſecret Conſpiracy, none are more pro-. 
r Inftruments than fuch as have a Charge 
about their- Perſons; becauſe they cannot 
be eafily ruined but by thoſe whom they 
moſt traſt; and none are fitter to be 
wrought to this than ſuch as have been ab- 
wed by their Maſters in their bodies. And 
therefore Ariſtotle faith, That Many of thoſe 
hateful Beaſts have been diſpatch'd out of 
' the world by their forced Pathicks. Beſides, 
he that is to perform it muſt be a perſon of 
" a firm ſpirit, made ſo either by Nature'or 
Paſlion, and reſolved either for Death ogRe- 
Ta . = venge. 


| Lib. The Life of Agathoctes' 26x, J 


venge. Menon had all theſeRequiſites, andi 
therefore receiving the Summons, : | 
for his Work, and .a&s it about the Gre 
on that his hay had kniſhed 

IS. 


For Archagathw not ſhewing any ſigns of 
Diſcantent, go profeſling a'ready: i gow 
oh to the Command of his iisOld, abiihe 
fures of his New King, invites his Uncle 
a Sacrifice, (wherem he ac Grande. 
thers method, of makin the wars 
face to Villany) inan : 
ftant from _ Quarters of the: _ = 
there making him drunk he' cuts his throat; 
and caſts his dead body into theSea. As ifhe | 
would appeaſe it for 'the pollutions of the 
Old Tyrant, who had often defiled it with 
the Carcaſes of Murdered Innocents. But 
the Waves caſt it back to: the Shore, and it 
being known to the Inhabitants, was- taken 
upand conveyed to. Syracuſe, there to; vex 
the eyes and foul of his Inhumane Father, 
whoby this time alfd felt the approaches- of 
Death. For Agathocles being accuſtomed to 
ick his teeth after Supper, riſing from Ta- 
ble called for his Pick-tooth, which: Menox, 
whoſe Office it was to provide it, had an- 
ointed with a moſt mortal poifon. The Ty- 
rant uſing it with a great deal of eagerneſs 
had ſoon rubbed all his Gums with ut, and 
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The Syrabufan Fyravt, Or, Lib.HL 
intacdititetp- Felt [thoſe exceedir ms 
which mapiboreafily imagined ra. Þ —_ | 
of fo tenderia:fenſe when infefed with poi- 
ſon's while: Menon elcaped,andigot ſafe to 
Archagathws. | 


::>Fhe:iTyranmes Difeaſe every day increaſed, 
and::his/ bady:ſuffering more: bitter paligs 
thai; ever-his.moſt fagacious cruelty: could 
have' mented for his) anjured Vaſlals, bus 
Soul 'alſd hdd+3ts ſhave of: torment; nm the 
news and fight of the ſlain; body of his belo+ 
ved Son/-#Keaven'as itwere providing tor- 
tures for /evety Faculty apd Paſton: - His 
Grief was'rawed in confifleritig the great laſs 
of him\in whom he thought to have -cſta- 
bliſhed :his' 'Empire, perpetuated his Name, 

and” who he conceived-would have been! a 
fapporeto-the' weaker branches of his Baggj+ 
ly, thatmow. muſt. all-perifh and be-expaſtd 
toRume. His Indignation-Grell'd- high at 
the too near Imitation of his own-wi - 
nets, and=that his Grandchild ſhould reveng 
the miſchiefs: he : had: done to ; his accurſed 
Generation: .;That all the.rewards of his Per- 
jury and 'Bloud, andthe-firuits of all! his 
' Cares and Toils ſhould* be: fnatch'd/ away 
from him.in a moment; and-while he lived:to 
ſe and hearit. To betaken off alſo/in: the 
wmidfrof thoſe great Deſigns: which hehad 
projetted,.and die now, though not Ie 
q M- 
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Ce yrnand yet at the p caſure ad defire of 
all;h1 emies, filled im with more Y 
than BaFFoS be ex pſd, \nd to all that 
we may. adde thoſe horrid Tortures which 
x7 Jage and ,vertuous Gray d do a- 
10.cvery Ty nts Breaſt, from the memo- 
ry "oe their Þ rimes, wheti every Vice 
makes a 40 ing 6 and infufferable wound, 
not. to be hea ed, Or aſlwaged. with the; 
; Pleaſures 3 5, hen z the Lribpaal | 
mY alter this Figs eg Yd 2 
ey appear but: like the, Vanities, #1 
ny ET appear As | 


ream, yet in the impetuons | 
dreſſed and armed Ah 


cannat. but lo Boe 
] 


proach of Death; 
_ Terrors. We « 
Tyrant (and all fach as imitate c 
miſery enough in their Ends; to make 
1gnominious Honours and uncertain G1 E 


.ne6 to be, unehvied by the ;molſt ſnpotek 
Spirits. 


| Wrecked thus in Soul and | Body, wand, 
were both unequal to ſuch cruel pangs, and 
could not laſt long under the EXECUTION, th 
Poiſonous humour | having invaded ev 
Nerve and Member, and made an OT 
war between Life and Death ; his Mind alfo 
torn apieces with various Luſts and Paſtijons, 
agreeing neither with it ſelfnor with cheBo. | 
dy, but in common miſcries, and cithers 
pains increaſed with the others tortures :* he 
oO 
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The Syracuſan Tiravt, Or, " Libart 
zerplexed with another care, how to k 
cure] is two, youngeſt Children' with 
Mother The apts ; a Woman that 'was Vene: 
rable no leſs for. tr Vertues than for het 
Beauty, had no. other Crime but that ſhe 
was his Wife, and yet made her ſelf more 
eminent by this his Fortune. © For -he+ wel! 
knew that one withedneſs was. to be fone by 
another ; and that he which had 
es Death of Lo Father, would not er 
row up toa revenge; nor 
per ogra | Wike Sith her tears to keep alive 
| Iabed' NE Husbands Murderer, but 
either divert her Grief with her Diſhonour:; 
or overwhelm it with Rer Blond. He there- 
fore deſires her to ſecure her ſelf and: the 
common pledges of their :Love in Ee 
from whence he had mirried' her, bes 4 
take with her all his Riches, the Jewels and 
Ornaments of his formerGreatneſs, andthe 
Spots of TC a and injured Nations; to 
be their ſubſiſtence in an adyerſe Fortune, 


Lac 


-and'to leave the Prey of his Kingdom as 


poor as he could to his Violent Succeſlor. 


"That the Tyrant might want no Vexation, 


even the Piety of his Wife was another Af- 


fiction to. him, who denied to. obey ſuch 


ungratetul Commands, and deſired chat « Fhe 


<< zight.not be divorced from him till death had 
"66 ſealed the bill, that her Departure might not 


& be as in famous as was the Parricide of ano- 


ther 3 
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&* conld 1bt 7 he Laws of We 
« He hadl "Yaſed ont: uhe Dilfars6 L 
* for She coutrutert as wll: with bis" AL 
**nerſe as pr fortunes.” "Nor old Jhe 
*be WW peiforin bet" faſt Office, 
Bird » Ba pin Groznt of 'he# 
Fg ukang care for bis 
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and: the tears-of his Chitdren, ied Per 
diſtrating-ſorvows of hiri char was 
fidm longer enjoying of ſo: rare att. p 
of Love,and cakinge expres 2dy Orafi 
for it, bur beyuearh Miſety wes afd Hes 
oy drew an abundarice of unfeighed 
her-laſt Kiſſes Arid 1pHerſ wes 
 bewailed their: [Tortured” Farhb#' 
he: oor mealioacem their unkind Deſtinies; i 
educated in the ſuptenieſt forti 
werebow ts beetpoſed to ie entem oſt dui 

But when'for a long titfie all 
orts from oheanother, and norje 
give, Neceflity ſeparated 'them , and- the 
yratitwasleft a miſcrable ſpeftacle to ev 
eye, buttoſach as had been witneſſes of his 
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.\ Aﬀer they _—_— and with them'iall 
the comforts of his Life, he ſought for ſome 
an tis Death by revenge.. . For though all 
thir oa conflied in-him, yet his . 
ty ſtrived to be immortal. Therefore. cal- 
ling an Aſſembly of the people, his: bloody 
_ "Soul belched forth through his perjured 
A ed bo Ferrets 
Reech were corrupted by OUON):201T 
half-formed words of Cruelty and:Revenge. 
Inveighing againſt the /impiety' of Archaga- 
tes, he defired the Syracuſans, not ta let 
Nay 4 curſed Example , which might raine 
| 'F privete Ge _ _ emer tro as. 
* pefs wnprriſbed ;, and that they might do this, 
«lc reſtares to them their res and declares 
<« theme a free State; A Liberality that Tyrants 


(__ : 


3SHapy tra” ARYA AMMMAASST 


are never guilty. of, - but- when they carinot y 


Kkeep:the Power in themſelves. Nor-did he 


intendit as a Benefit, but to engage thetn'in 


Wars 3 which with all the conſequentsſhould 
force them to thoſe ſorrows after his death, 
which he knew they would not have for it; 
and that a continued. preſence of Miſeries 


LS 


might make thoſe ſterg; lighter which were 
a. and the hatred&Fx living Enemy might 
alleviate the infamy'of. a: deceaſed OppreF 
ſor. Beſides, the habjtaof Cruelty contract 
ed by Tyrants do make them ſo infatiable- of 
Blood, and fo delighted in publick Calami- 
| nes, 


vies, that as by them their Lives abit Great: 
; ep Sore phlalcel. 6 woull qiey hays 
Deaths comforted. He that { 
the whole Rowen Empire the Stage ' his 
Cruelty , deſired:that the world might fall 
rogether with him. Herod, tharhad polluted 
all his with , to tem 
the people's joy at his death, would. have 
had ſome gs of the molt eminent . Jews 
to beflain at his expiring, that ſo every Fa- 
mily might  haye ſomething to bewail, and, 
ſhed tears at his deceaſe. So Agathocles ( or all 
Tyrantslive anddie with the like aff d 
would have intailed Calamities to the miſc- 
rable Syracuſans. 


The Tyrant s Tortures ſtill increaſing, and 
eance purſuing him with ſo ſlow a pace, 

« ife had intended to return his own artsof 
zruclty upon himſelf, he lived for ſome time 
rar en, himſelf and a loathed burden 
d all that were about him : and having no 
riend to provide for the decency of his de- 
parture, Or by ſome care to alleviate. his 
Pains, when he tumours of the Poiſonous 
wmour had hindred his Voice, ſo that nei- 
her his Complaints nor Threatnings could 
+. < underſtood ; Oxythemis the Macedonian 
x Spy, and the Sv $sfa!ſe Friend, t 
x nc with his tired Attendants, Jaid hems 
11” Fore be was dead upon his funeral Pile , and 
T9 burnt 
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=o ven. did appear in his Deſtru- 


The lineaments and pra rtion of bys bo 
dy are not recorded oy Hi —_— 4 _ ) 


ei $ of his outh it ap 
the {is month. 


it Was og | fair a Fabrick Not 
Soul, ons gipe us the Jet 
fes of the x Cie crafl his Ming, - He 


uu d ny br F 
Be me \ rows and | E 


ons. 0 ira tq OR noE. care: 
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riend(hip- any, longer Es Por: 
pie to injure. thoſe that, em Gs 3 
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Freſh required 
con ie om Proj, bu 
icaciaus of the Counſdls of b-Eocmies 


&- Was NEk1 ry gn, nor fearful of any- 
HOI). allthemethods ta 'Eyramny 
i gg, _— not, inan 


rg row TY bu bis runes Were _ 
OWEE, al) EEG 
ont fa.that he ſfeamed: 16. be born, for- 
the deſtruction off men , — —_— Os 
ties, ' Far fiom the tine | 
P confiderable:in.the- wrt: : ox Age, 
the Seefle wheraon he ated; was horrid 
with vayous miſences, terrible, and: woktedby; 
holds xt 4n pieces with divers Fax 
ns, ande<yen in Peace was faltof Craet- 
13; De owes fled with: baniſhed per- 
ons, - the Sear ipfeted wih bloods, REP 
Bagks polluted with Re te 
ſe5.0f, Cities of 


Sol. hich, nd hn defiled with the fre- 


quent murders of their awe Citizens, defar-: 
med by many Rpines and Spoils, and fome 


| of-thew [buried .in their own: hes. Nor 
Ws; his barbarous rage fatiied with" the: | | 


VEXa- 


| 70-.- = Gro Tyra, *j | "Link . 
= eh 
ndForruns-z e with the. 
Nankind, he indeavoured to de-, 
& -cortforts of Religion; ' by 
@ miſerable Sr xmas at the. 
it-Gods, 1 down their Teni- 
crilegi 010mg. the Sa- 
EO 4 
| ES. u the fit 
EIN oftheir God. He did' 
te all ſenſe of \ Vertue, by imputing it 
fora capital Crime; and'the glorious acqui-. 
ſition of-rhe People: s love by honeſt Arts 
and generous ations, waseſteemed by him as 
a mark for Ruine-:Treachery and Perfidi- 
ouſheſs were the onely. qualities he loved as 
Ku in wo and  ateyh - ee 
attempted the exti all Natu- 
ral AﬀeQtion ; To bewalt ib ankappites of 
atortured Friend, was accounted as a defi > 
of Revenge and practice of Revolt from 
unjuſt Commander. Therefore the-tears of 
Pity were mingled with' the blood of the. 
Com 9-3 ; [wn rw — __ 
ed, that the Father might not y a in- 
gle death. ' He expoſed the Sonto thearrow * 
of the Father, -and offered the Brother to 
he Brother” s Sword. 


| Ashis life wasſpent in theſe hateful Crievck; 


ſo was it ended | in horrid Tortures, and:he 
could 


Lib. The Life of Agathos 
could not be ſaid to Die 
outof the World, and Becod from En 
the Living , after he had lived. to ſee: his 


eurſed Iflue part miſerably periſh'd, and pare 
expaſed to a certain: > - Do, of 
IN the fury 
deſerted 'Army. His third 


| Son was s mnnderd hen 


His younge 
og to was {-nfibleof hs height 
fom which they had fallen, were forced. 
with their Mother: to: the dangers. of Exile, 
and to periſh in an obſcure firtune, Archa- 
gathas his Grandchild fell riot long after him, 
by the ſame Inſtrument which he had ſollici- 
ted to his deſtrution. For Menon, proud 
with the ſuccels of haying deſtroyed the Old 
Tyrant, reſolved to kill the Young one alſo: 
therefore applying himſelf to the uſual arts 
and wayes of alluring the multitude, which 
are feldom good, he got ſuch a power inthe 
Army, that he ſlew hochs gathws, aflumed his 
Command, and would bo impoſed himſelf 
as uy s Prince upon the People. But the Syra- 
, that had under the former Tyrant 
' the extremeſt bondage , and ſince his 
en taſted the Bvectneſs of Liberty, were 
tenacious of it, 'and hoped to maintain it. 
Fhey therefor ſnt out their Prator Nicetas. 
with 
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the News came of the Tyrant's Vi» | 
Fory. Who wins more upop the Cartha (| 
while Amilcar int 


| ending to ſtorm Syracuſe is 

taken and kill'd. His baffied Army divides, 

ant the Agrigentines aſpire at the faire of 
the INand. The Tyrant's Army dangeFouſly nu- 

tinies,” which ke luckzly appeaſes, and turns their 

fury upon the Enemy, whom be alſo "—np and . 
beats in Numidia. He invites Ophellas to the 

War, and beſet murders him. Bomilcar «t- 


tempting the Fyranny at Carthage miſcarries, 
and js crucified. Agathocles, aſſumes the title 
of « King, and maſters the Uticenſes by ax 
rthnurant Stratage ve. | 


THE 


TYRANT:. 


AGATHOCLES 


LIB. IL. 


yore NENT ETFS ry 


mA HE Carthaginians about this 

AMS timeawakened with the daily 

= information of Agathocles ſic- 
Iz cels, decreed to proſecute 
(ay their War in Sicily more feri- 
=P X* ouſly, and to be more intent 
upon thatGlory and Intereſt whichthey had 
there ſo long neglected. For they gave no 
heed totheſad relations and Embaſhies of the 
Syracuſan Banditi , becauſe they knew ſuch 
mens hopes and deſirestoreturn home made 
them believe and relate things far. from 
truth: nor did they value the faith of Ex- 
ales, becauſefuch when they find other wayes 
of reſtitution to their Country, do betray 
the intereſt of thoſe whom they have before 
excited to it, and fo render all thoſe perils 
and charges fruitleſs, which were at firſt un- 
H 4 dertaken 
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their negle&t prevailed fo far, as that he. 

uld. now flight their power and deſpiſe 
. their Forces, 'they. were more ſollicitous! to 
provide for that War.. They make Amilcar 
the Son of Giſgo, one of their. moſt eminent 
Citizens, their General, a perſon-of a well 
tempered courage , in whom the ſtouthels 
of a Souldier was mixed with the' wiflom 
that was requiſite for a Commander. He 
had been ſtldom- unfortunate, but alwayes 
faithful, of Candour enough to reconcile 
and aſſure a doubtful friend , and of fuffi- 
cient” reſolution to force an obſtinate Ene- 
my. They allow him for this Wpedition 
an hundred and thirty Gallies for Service, 
and fend with, him two - thouſand of their 
own Citizens, among whom were many of . 
their Noblefs, ten thouſand Libyans , one 
thoufand T#(car Mercenaries , one thouſand 
Slingers of the Iſlands called Baleares, two 
thouſand Chariots, with ſuch. a proporti- 
onof Money, Arms, and Corn, as was thought 
convenient for the Deſign. .” The greatneſs 
of their Army did almoſt aſcertain them of 
Victory, and therefore they looſed from the 
Havenwith that alacrityand jollity, asif they 
Went to fpoil Sicily, and not to conquer it. 
But thispower that ſeemed ſo terrible to the 
| Greeks, became the. mockery of the winds: 
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ndagreat number of their-lefs. conſiderable 
Souldiers. This News coming to Carthage, 
cauſed a publick mourning, which they were 
uſed to expreſs by hanging their City walls 
with Blacks. ED. 


pak 'The remains of thisShipwreckt Fleet wea- 


thered out hs Storm, \cenay with much difficul-- 
ty got into Sicily ; where Amilcar by his good. 
conduct and dexterqus management Livy 
ſome fort correct the malignity of their 'for- 
tune: for comforting and chearing up their 


ſpirits that had eſcaped the wreck, ' he takes 


into. pay all the ' mercenary ſoldiers that he 
could meet - with 'in the Iſland, then out. 
of every City under the Carthegizian Do- 
minion he colle&s the choiceſt Youth: all 
which he joins with thoſe Forces of his City 
that were there before incamped, and enlar- 
ges their Camp in theſameplace, having pro- 
videdall other things neceſlary for the War. 
By this his exceeding diligence, and the fame 
of a fortunate and ſtout Commander , he 
ſoon raiſed the hopes of his Confederates , 
ſtruck a terrour into his Enemies , and 1n- 
{pired courage into his own Army , which 
now conſiſted of Forty Thouſand Foot, 
and five Thouſand, Horſe, fo that Carthage 
' was 


Gallies, two hundred: yeſſels that car- 
_ ried theProviliuns, 'many of their Nobliry, 
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; was fearce ſenſible of the loſs at Sea. $o bratr 

Commanders do by wiſe counſels, as by rene-- 
diss, heal the wounds which- j- toys te 
ceive from Fortune. And Heaven ſeemed 
by the Storm to have only preſented to 4- 
#lcar an opportunity te Glory , that his 
”= Vertues might appear in-adverle acct- 

ents. | 


- On the other fide Agethockes was not ſo 
much troubled at theſe great preparations 
of the Enemy, though they did far exceed 
his Forces, as at the conſcience of his own 
Perfidiouſneſs, which Examples he feared 
would provoke an imitation in his own vaſ- 
ſals, For he ſaſpe&ted the revolt of moſt of 
the Towns he had garriſon'd, that they be- 
ing ſecured to hin by no ſtronger a bond of 
fubjeRion than a Fear of his Cruelty, which 
is butan 11! Miſtreſs of Obedience, would 
foon ſurrender themſelves up to the Cartha- 
ginians , and that the injured Cities would 
embrace this opportunity of revenge , and 
combine with the Enemy. His greateſt ſol- 
licitude was to ſecure Gela, of which he was 
molt jealous, and which was likelieſt to give 
the firſt example of a Revolt, and might 
moſt ſecurely do it, the Africans being en- 
camped within their Territories : -__; the 
loſs of twenty of his Ships together with all 

_ their Lading, being taken by the _— 
rnat 
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that , increaſed his fears, and made 
himmore ſdllicitous to ſecure that 'City bya 
Garriſon, This '/he did not'dare "openly to 
attempt, leſt the Gelvaxs , who wat an 
oppartunity to honeſt their Revolt, ſhould 
take this advantage of delivering themſelves 
upto the Carthaginians, which would be of 
great loſs to him , and emolument to his E- 
nemies. He therefore attempts them by Stra-' 
tagem. Some of his molt daring Soldiers 
he habits as Peaſants and Pedlers, that ſeem- 


ed to mind no bufineſs leſs than a __ y 


theſe .he ſends into the Town by ſeveral 
wayes and ſmall companies, with their Arms 
concealed as coming to traffick, and conti- 
nues the ſupply of them, -till he conceived 
them equal to the Cities ſtrength, and able 
to ſecure the Gates:for his entrance. After 
them he follows with his whole Army , and 
. entring without any reſiſtance, he preſently 
ſummons the people, and ina fierceand ſhort 
- ſpeech charges them , © of comtrading with 
© the old Enemy, for the H{avery of all the good 
« people of Sicily. Then, not to give them 
time to prove their Innocence, Cho it wag 
not their Faith he deſired, but their Money 
and their Town) he immediately gives order 
to his Soldiers to ſlay the wealthielt Geloans, 
which wereabovefour thouſand, and makes 
a Proclamation, that whoſoever had Money 
or Plate, and did not immediately — 
| ort 
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fence, while they forbore fighting, which 
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were due:to the Betrayers of their Country. 
This 'Slaughter and" Terrours furniſh'd the 
Tyrant with a yaſt ſum of Money , © but a 

reater Hatred? for though .by theſe wayes 
Crna all his Vaſlals; yet this was but a 
weak ſecurity:for their Allegiance, the &$5ci- 
Hans being rather overcome than fubdued ; 
andit iseajerto make Subjets than tokeep them. 
Men may ſubmit to the farge of Arms, but they 
will never obey bug a juſt Power. Agathocles 
himſelfalſo did doubt the effects of this-cru- 
alty 3 thercfore that the.number of the ſlain 
might not be known, he-þuries the dead bo- 


dies in the Town-ditch. . 


Leavang-a Garriſon in Gela , he marches 
towards the Enemy, who had encamped on 
the hill Ecmome., or the wicked bill; for the 
Tyrant Phelaris having formerly there kept 
his Engine of Torment, the brazen Bull, he 
had madethe-place infamous by his Cruelty; 
Which did now ſeem to. expiate the ignomi- 
Ry,” by affording ground to thoſe that: were 
ready to puniſh a bloodier Villain than he 
that firſt diſhonoured it. Over againſt then 
on another hill, that had alſo been a Fortifi- 
cation of Phalaris , did Agathocles pitch his 
Tent.. Betwixt both Armies ran the River 
Himera , which either uſed for their -De- 
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'was' for ſome time, becauſe the place had 
ſtruck a'terrour into both parties ; for at 
that time there was a Tradition of an anci- 
ent Prophecy , that 7 that place there ſhould 
fall a great number of men in battel: and the 
Prediction not being fo clear as to diſcover 
on which fide the To ſhould be, both Ar- 
mes were ſuſpicious of their fortune , and 
not daring in a full body to paſs the River, 
their Superſtition and fear kept them from'in- 
SAgINg. | 


At length this accident drew them forth. 
The Libyans (whoſe valour is wholly out of 
themſelves , and their confidence m the 
fwiftneſs of their Horſes) did uſually pafs 
the River to forage in the Enemies quar- 
ters.  Agathocles ,, not to lie tdle., nor be- 
tray any fear by his quietneſs, was - tempted 
to thehike, and therefore ſends a party upon 
the ſame defign into the Parick quarters: 
theſe having done their bufineſs, return- 
ing heavy with Booty, a party of the Car- 
thaginians iſhed out of their Trenches to 
recover the Spoil. This the Syracyſur had 
forefeen, and therefore had laid an Ambuſh 
near the River, who, when the Africans 
were eager in the purſuit, and had inconfide- 
rately paſſed the River, ſuddenly aſſaulted 
them, and chaſed them back to their own 
Trenches. Agathocles, who had ſeen all the 
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. ation, grew.inſolent-with the ſucceſs of his 
Stratagem, and thought-that now Victor 
courted him; .and intending to take the ad- 
-vantageof this diſorder of:the Enemy, drew 
forth his whole Army to aflault them with- 
in their Fortifications. Which being :done 
with extraordinary ſpeed, :they had flied.up | 
the Ditches, nt the 'Trenches, .and 
entred the Camp, before the Carthaginians 
that were ſurprized could range themſelves 
in order for defence. But confuſedly (as.it is 
uſual in ſuddenaſlaults) diſpoſing themſelves ' 
in that place and order which Fortune:and 
'their Courage did preſent , they ſtoutly en- 
deavoured to.avoid the ignominy of being 
ZI withm _ own Deſences But the 
reeks as eagerly followed their advantages, 
ako .hope of ending the War 
-with this ane Conflict ; | fo, . that: their.cay- 
rage and .number ſtill anoreaſed within the 
. Camp; and the Africans hindred by their 
owndiſorders.lofing ground, they were not 
farfromVicory, until Awilcar ranged and 
4ngoodorder oppoſed tathem- the Mercena- 
ries of the Balearick I{lands , who ſlinging 
ſtonesof above the weight ofa' Mira, and be- 
ing exactat the ſcope which they intend, (it 
being their anely weapon , and their conti- 
nual praQice from their infancy ) poured 
ſuch a ſhowr of Stones upon the Greeks, that 


forced them to quit their ground and I 
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| qQuar- 
ter aſfaults the Camp: and when he had fl- 
led up the ditches, and was almoſt maſter 
of the, Trenches, behold another party of 
'Carthaginians,that werebut jult then landed, 
as they drew near. to the Camp, hearing the 
fhouts and noiſe of them that were fighting, 
made haſte and ſet upon the Enemnnes-tn the 
back; fo ſtriking a terrour greater than 
their ſtrengthupon:the Greeks, who were yet 
ftoutly —_—— the Front, that they = 
heved that they were aflailed by a Digger 
Army than they did aflault, and therefore 


” . 


7 Ss 


_ ſought for ſafety by flight, as deſpairing of vi- 


Cory over ſo numerous an Enemy, Some 
Tan towards their Camp, who being purſued 
by the Africans ſtrewedall the way with ther 
dead bodies. - Others fled by the banks of 
Fimeta, and met with as-certain a (death as 
that they feared from the ſword of their Ene- 
mies: for thirſty through rage and toil of 
the Battel, which happened to beat noon an 
the Dog-dayes, they drank fo greedily of the 
brackiſh water , that they immediately fell 
down dead; and they were not fewer who 
were found dead without any wounds all a- 
long the banksof the River, than thoſe that 
were wounded and (lain inthe rout, Agatho- 
cles having loſt above ſeven thoufand , and 
the Carthaginians but five hundred. om 
r0» 
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rated ſtrokes to curb the preſent inſolence 
of this inhumane Tyrant. Firſt, by ſhatch- 
ing the victory almoſt out of his poſſeſſion, in 
fuch a junQurebringing an-unexpetted force 
that did both confound his orders; and break 
his vigour : upon ſuch uncertain moments 
does the fortune of Battels and the fite of 
Kingdomsdepend. And ſecondly, he did in- 
e the bo 46d deſtroy the hopes of a ſe- 
cond attempt, by cutting off thoſe whoſe 
CNY bodies might have renewed the 
ght. | 


Agathocles himſelf, reſerved for a longer 
plague to mankind, eſcaped to, his Tents, 
where gathering up the pieces of his broken 
Army,” he barns his Camp, and haſteris to 
Gela, but cauſed a report to be raiſed that he 
was fled to Syracuſe - this afforded'him an 
opportunity of ſomeſmall revenge upon three 
hundred Africans, who beiug informed by 
the Priſoners that the Tyrant was retreated 
to Syracuſe, ſecurely entred into Gela, as fu- 
ſpetting noEnemy init 3 but they found him 
and their deſtruction there. together. He had 
not ſhut himſelf up there becauſe he could 
not get to Syracuſe, but upon deſign to draw 
. the Carthaginians to beliege that place, that 
he might gain timeto fortiftie and viftual Sy- 
racuſe tor the future cyents of the war. But 

| Amilcar 
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Awilcar, that -; 
lain down before Gels , hearing it was well 
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firſt had thought;to have 


mann'd and ſufficiently ſtored to endure a 


tedious 


applies hi 


Siege, changed his reſolutions, and 
mic totakein thoſe other Towns, 


which, .now - courted him. for acceptance. 
Camarina, Leontium ,- Catana , and Taw- 
romenium., upon the firſt news of the Vi= 


ve themſclves up to the Carthagini- 


cory $2 

an Commands. : A few dayes after, Mefſene, 
Abacemme , and many other Cities ſubmit- 
ted to Amilcar,, who courteoully treating 
all, and impoſing eafie conditions , made 
them prefer the Purick, a noble,. though a 
foreign, Bondage ,, to the ignominious ſer- 
vice, of an abje&- Potter « and generally 
through the whole Ifland the Overthrow: 
of Agathocles gave a liberty to all to expreſs 
their hatred of him. For when people ceaſe 
to fear thoſe that rule onely by it. ;- they begin 
to hate them. Ard it was, not fo much the 
lo of one Battel, as his ,own Perfidiouſneſs 
and Cruelfy; that tore the. yoke from the S7- 
cilians necks. Cruel Empires, though they bs 
abſolute, yet arenot laſting. | | 


| The Tyrant hearingthe daily def:tion of 


the Cities, and that his own wickedneſs and 
the Parick fortune had left him nothing 
but Syracuſe , he draws out all his Forces 


fromGela,and with haſte retreats thither, leſt 
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the” Example'of ethers and the Terrour of 
the Enemy might tempt it to the 'ſame faith. 
 Fhere he: employes the remains of his Ar- 
my to repair and fortifie the Walls,- to fetch 
as mach Proviſion as they could from: the. 
adjoining Country, and to fit all things ne- 
ceſfary for a long Siege. For his bold:and 
re{flefs Soul, that knew not how to live un- 
IeGa Tyrant, had revolved all-things:, -and- 
perſwadedto every Tryal. For to wer that 
have loſt their firſt hopes, any thing that is fu- 
ture doth ſeem beſt. At laſt he projected to 
transfer the War from the I{lJand to the Con- 
tinentz and when he was overmatched with 
but a part of the Carthaginian force in Sicily, 
he would dare their whole ſtrength in A4- 


rick, 


Thisdefign, which on another Enemy had 
been'rafh and dangerous , did now appear 
ſafe and eafie. For the long Peace and Pro- 
ſperity of the Africans had ſoftned them to 
an impatience of efduring the toils of War; 
and the tao jealous arts of Empire which the 
Carthaginians uled, (asto difarm all their Vaſ- 
fals, and: to embaſe by cruel Oppreſſions 
their leſs potent Confederates) did affure him 
of but a weak oppoſition, and that by ſich 
an unexpected Invaſion he ſhould obtain e- 
nough ſpoil torepair all his loſſes at home, 


and that the ſucceſ3 of one Battel would force 
his 
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his Enemies to. call; hog 


guard their, own Cities. , Therefore.when it 
was,the general exp<tation that iþ Ahould | 
ſubmit. tothe conquerwg fate of. 554 


his mind. ſeemed to grow greater by, his Mi- 
ſcries, and that he would ſtill look Fortune, 


inthe face, = 


Toexecute this projet, he ch ſes out ſach. 
of his Souldiers, as - thought fitteſt for the. 
Enterpriſe 3 and gave arder that the Horſe-. 
men ſhould provide themſelves onely of Sad- 
les and, Bridles , that when he ſbould get 
ſome African Horſe, they might notwant ne- 
ceſlaries tomount them: for although in.the 
late overthrow the loſs fell moſt upon the 
Foot, and he had ſaved all his Horſe; yet he 
wanted convement time and Veſlels to trant- 
portthem. Then to prevent any Treache- 
ry in his abſence, he made hisBrother fax: . 
its Governour of Syracuſe: and, to ſecure 
him from Seditions and Revolts , he :divides 
every Family, the Children from the Fathers, 
and the Brothers one from another, carrying 
one part along with him as Hoſtages for.therr 
quiet ſubjection that tarried at home : forthe 
conceived that though their hate were never 
ſo high again(t him , yet wouid they forbear 
any.practices, leſt he ſhould revenge their ef- 
forts upon thoſe their Friends he had with 
him. Then to increaſe both his Armyand the 
E 2  Gar- 
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Garrifon, he manumifſed' all the Slaves , and 
put thern into Arms. At home' he thought” 
they would be ready to diſcover the ſecrer 
counſels oftherf Maſters: ' and ſo they are of- 
ten made. uſe of by Tyrants; abroad they 
would raiſe an emulation in the Freemen to 
a Military hardineſs, and bold attempts. His 
nextcare was how to get Money, and to this 
he forbore no wickednefs that he conkd ima- 
gine profitable. He ſeizeth upon the Stock 
and Goods of young Orphans, forcing it 
from their Guardians, declaring that he was 
fitter for that Truſt than they, and promi- 
ſing that when they cathe of age, he would 
reſtore all again more faithfully. He forced 

a Loan from the richeſt Merchants, deſpoiled 
the women of all their golden Ornaments, 
and robbed every Temple of the conſecra-' 
ted Offerings. Then being informed .of 
the diſcontents of many of the richteft- Ci- 
tizens, who referred all their preſent Trou-' 
bles and Dangers to his inſatiable appetite 
of Greatneſs, he callsan Aſſembly of the peo- 
ple, and with a countenance compoſed to' 
orief and tears, he ſpeaks after this manner 
to them. 


<« That War is alivayes accounted juſt which 
«© zeceſſary, and then Arms are deemed 
« piows , when they are the laſt refuge of thoſe 
that uſe them. This i that which doth ad- 


< juſt 


* 7uſt the proceedings of this 'Commonwealth 
J 

< againſt our Old Enemy , the faithlefs and 
< barbarows Carthaginians ,. « people zrade for 
*#he plagne -of the World , and with w 

* Peace is more Aangerows than War. For 
<«< their Religion is Cruelty, and by a curſed 
< emmlation they are more bloody than the Gods 
« they worſhip being inhumane to their own 
* Children , and barbarouſly ingrateful to their 
« moſt faithful Commanders. How miſerable 
« phen muſt it needs be to betheir Slates £ Theſe, 
* when Africk had nothing left but Santls and 
* Deſarts mhich hafl mot ſubmitted to. their 


« riokent and perfidions arts , to recreate their 


* wanton thirſt of Blood and Treaſure, have + 


* 3vaded Sicily , pretending no other canſe 
* of War but our generous love of Liberty, and 
* their boundleſs deſire of Tyranny. To whoſe 
< attempts had the Gods been pleaſed to fa- 
© 2orr our juſt Arms, we had put an Uh ue at 
*the Battel of Himera , and Foe them to 
*borntl their Tnſolencies with the Sea. But 
* Fortune, mot their Valour, *ſnatthed the Vi- 
< Fory from ms there, and hath now brought 
*them to our Walls > where unleſs we behave 
* our ſelves «s perſons worthy of Liberty, we 
«<-mmſt . endure the _ Slavery, and in 

« ehains be the abject ſpeat 
© our Wizes, the Marders of our Children, and 
* aged Parents, and ſee them wanton with 
* that Wealth which kath beenthe Price of our 
| I 3 weak 
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by ſo long. and dangerous an O ce, 
: they were ANG with exceeding fears. 
For a Multitnrde without a Governour is rap, 
fearful, and mad. Theſe were increaſed by 
the approaching night, andby a ſtrange and 
uncertain report, that the Enemy were com- 
ing onto aſſault the Camp. The care of the 
preſent danger renewed the memory of the 
former, arid they were frighted almoſt to 
madneſs , and (as it uſeth to be in ſuch con- 
fuſions) every. one haſtily ſnatches.up his 
Arms, and without any order marches out of 
the Camp diſtraftedly, leaving their Defen- 
ces, curſing and railing upon © their faith- 
*Jefs Leader, the perfidious Agathocles. ' The 
Guard' that was. upan the Tyrant, no leſs 
amazed than the reſt, hearing bim named, 
and imagining that, the multitude; did call 
upon them-to bring their Priſoner forth, . did 
immediately lead him into the midſt. of the 
Army loadenwith' Chains. This ſudden. ſpe- 
acle did ſtrangely affe&the minds of themul- 
titude. Some were moved with pity and reve- 
rence of him who had fo long commanded 
them. For great employments leave 4 luſtre 
ever upon that perſon ho kath loit them , and 
3s areng wr x gens poipr ae 
whom Fortune hath. before propoſed to admirati- 
on. And Jometimes, if they be vertous perſons, 
they, like the Sun; eppear greateſt at their ſet- 
ting; and the refraction of a; moiſt oloud' of 


tears 
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tears doth ſerve tq enlarge their Greatnef. Mas: 
rixs's glory in .his- former commands could. 
not be ſtifled in the Dungeon at Minturne, 

but once more qvercame the Cimbrian: Slave: 
that was appointed to be his Executioner. 
Mithridates's impriſonment had- not fo dif- 
armed him, but that the authority of hs: 
looks and the memory of his former Empire 

did affright the Gay! that was ſent to murder 

him; *tillby his own hands he confirmed the-- 
trembling Slave to execute the wicked com- 
mands of-his perfidious Son. Though Aga- 
thocles had ng Vertues that deſerved Piry, yet 

his Fortynesdid excite a Reyerence.} Others 
movet with the fear of the Enemy, and hope 

of bis Condud, joined with the reſt, and to- 
gether cried out, That they ſhould take off 
his Chains, and ſ{cthimfree. 24 


This unexpected mercy and deliverance; 
together with the miſerable ſight ofthe Ar- 
my's fears . and *confuſions , would: have 
wrought a commilcration in aty breaſt that 
had-had:theleaſt ſenſe of humanity, to. have 
providedfor thecommon fafcty, or obliged to 
the ſame fate. But Perfidionſnefs acknowledges 
no Metits, and every Tyrant doth abjure Gra- 
titude and Juſtice, 'Therefgre Agathocles was 
no ſooner out of his Chains, but while the 
Army was yet in confuſion ,and none at 
leiftire to, obſerve him, he makeshaſte - the 
Ce ore. 
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ſhore. And becauſe he had before indan- 
his own preſervation by endeavour- 
1ng to ſave one of his Sons, he now hates 
that natural affeion; and leaves them both 
£0 endure- the puniſhments of his Villany, 
andwith ſome few of his Servants gets into 
aShip, and undiſcovered fails away. The 
Souldiers hearing of his eſcape, ſeize upon 
both hisSens, with their bloud to ſatisfie for 
their Fathers Crimes. - Archagathws thought 
to ſtop the Execution by asking Arcefilaxs, 
that wasthe Tyrants Friend, whom Grief and 
Indignation 'had now made the forwardeſt 
to revenge, * What Apathocles would do to 
& his Children that ſhould murder his Sons ? 
TheSyracuſar anſwered, © It was enough for 
< him that his Childreu did live ſome time af- 
<ter Agathocles's wereſlein. And therefore. 
to reap this comfort he ſpeedily ſheaths his 
fword- in Archagathws's body. Heraclidas 
| was killed by thoſe that had been the Soul- 
diers of Ophe//as, The Greeks obſerved in 
this Execution the exadt juſtice of Heaven, 
that in the fame Moneth, and on the ſame 
day that Agathocles had (contrary to all faith 
and rites of Hoſpitality) murdered Ophel- 
14, and ſeiſed upon his Army, did he loſe 
his own Army, and had both his Sons 
ſlain. Providence (like a juſt Law-gi- 
ver) exacting double Puniſhment for ſo 
great a Crime 3 for he that had —_— | 
| = 


Iy.killed one Friend, had two Sons juſtly de- 
Thus having fatisfied' theirRevenge, they 
provide for their Safety 3 and therefore chu-' 
ling new Officers, by them' they treat' with 
the Carthaginians; and conclude a Peaceupor 
theſe Articles # *That the Sicilians de- 
«liver up all thoſe places which had been take 
<7 Africk. ' That for the ſurrender they ſhould” 
< receive three hiindred talents. That ſuch of 
* them as would ſerve the State _ 
© ſhould be taken into pay. That thoſe who pn 
« fired to return to Sicily ſhould be tranſporte 
<thither, and'have houſes and'places to live int 
4 aſſogned to thene at Soluns,which was a City of 
& their Domtinrion in 'the Iſland. This Com- 
poſition was faithfully obſerved to thoſe that 
did:fubmit unto it; butſuch as were left in 
Garriſons, and would not ſurrender, 'vainly 
hoping the deceitful Tyrant 'would ſhortly 
relieve them, were ſoon reduced by force. 
The Captains" whereof they crucified, but 
yoked the common Souldiers like Beaſts 'to 
plow that ground, and repair by their la- 
bours that Country, which" they had waſt- 
ed by their arms. This was the iſlueof the 
African War, which had continued four 
years; all: which time Carthage with un- 
daiinted courage and various ſucceſs main- 
- gained her Liberty, and laboured to m_ 
bb: | er 
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23+ 
her Empire aga inſt, A Rbtiloinduſtcion; and 
bloudy Tenn: And Agathocles had thenri-: 
__ _— the viciflitudes of all Humane Afaire, 
long time been the terrour- of 14- 
Pots He had' broken many Artnies, ruined: 
great- Cities, .depopulated large Countries,' 
moiſtned the parching Sands. with Bloud;: i 
humbled the pride of Carthage, and ſcarce left! 20 
them any thing. but. their. own walls ; yet: | 
was twice a-/priſoner to; his. own Souldiers, 
and in danger of death from his, ownArmy 5 
and .at laſtblotted out all the Honour of his 
Atchievements by a moſt curſed, perfidiouſ- 
neſs, and too great a deſire. pf-Life, deſert- 
inga brave Army; betraying .his.own Sons, 
iniouſly fl ing with one Ship 'and few 
Ends, trembling in the-memory of his 
Chains-and the terrours of his Enemies-4 as if 
he had been deſigned to be the Examplenot. 
onely of the Crimes, but allo, *: me F niſh- 
ones ofa Tyrant. ages - 


2h ped of ; all hisForces, vith ſhame and 

y Agathocles lands inSicily-3- where, like a 

gory Viper, his laſt bites were moſt fierce: 

Too an Deftrudtior of others being the laſt 
pleaſures of a falling Tyrant. And as if theiais . 
ſoil of Africk ( that i is fertile of Monſters) .. 

bad made him more Monſter than he was be- 

fore, that miſerable Iſland. felt a ſharperfit-of 
CGractty, when he was thus half rayon | 
than 


| than when he was in his.more flouriſhing 


i 


fortune. ' He ſeemed now not ſd greedy of 
the rewards of wickedneſs, as delighted with 


wickttneſs it ſelf; 'not being -more angry 
that he had loſt his own, than that he had 
not gat anothers ſubſtance, or that. every one 
had - not loſt: as well 'as he. ' Fhe firſt that 
felt his Inhumanity was the City. of /Egeſta, 
towards which he teads oit thoſe, Forces he 
had, and demands a Contribation heavy 
as would wholly have impoveriſhed-the Cj- 
ty, though it was. rent and populous, and 
had ten thouſand Families in it. This In- 
juſtice did ſo exaſperate the /Egeſtars, that 
they. often met among themſilves to com- 
plain of ſach ufage. That thongh they were 
< 72 confederacy with him, and ſo ſhould be' wit- 
<ling to relieve the neceſſities of their Aſſociate 3 
* zet were they not his ſlaves, that he ſhould con- 
&« cezve all their goods to be his own. ' They ac» 
< knowledged that 'a' League with a' more 

< Party was but a kind of SubjeFion, yet were 
&© they 0t ſo abſolntely to obey, as if they had beers 
< conquered by him. - The Tyrant was not tg- 
norant of theſe Complaints 'which' their 
Griefs made too frequent, and the hopes of 
Moderation from a Confcderate made too 
bold. For it 5s ſafer to reſiſt than to complain 
of the Injuitice of a Tyrant ; and it is more dans 
gerows in ſuch counſels tobe underſtood than to 


attempt. 
; There- 
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eſt of the people he Teads out to the River 
Scamander, ayd upon the very banks (as if 
he had had a frolick to colour the ſtreams 
with Bloud) he cuts all their throats, .The 
poverty of. theſe men madetheir paſſage out 
of life leſs irkſorm. , But thoſe that were ſup- 
oſed to be rich he kills with moſt exquiſite 

| OrTUrEs, tp make them confeſs what and 
where their Money was 5 and to make the 
terrour greater, he had his ſeveral Engines 
of Torment. Some he breaks upon the 
Wheel ; others he bound upon Battering 
Rams, then forcing them off he daſh'd them 
In pieces; others he makes to die by de- 
rees, and forces death through every mem- 
r; firſt he cuts off their Legs, and as 
their Confeſſions were ſlow or quick, or an- 
ſiverable to his Ravenous expettation, ſo he 
; pro» 
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procecds to the reſt pulling a 
putting out their Eyes ;-and every d 

to death was the' more ſharp, that they 
might feel themſelves dying, and denied 
them the comfort of a a8 - death. Be- 
fides, that be might out Examples of 
Cruelty that ever the World ſaw before, in 
imitation of Phalar#'s Bull, he made a Bra- 
zen Bed: proportionable to- the Body of a 
Man, wherein the Wretch that was to- be 
tortured being cloſed with a. Grate, and ha- 
ving Fire under it was —— torment= 
ed; and by this Engine the Tyrant could 
feed his eyes by beholding the Tortures: 
and it was a great part of the miſery of the 
Sufferer, to be ſeen, and ſee ſuchan horrid 
Villain triumph in their pains, and urge 
their torments. It 1s ſome modeſty ina Ty- 
rant, if he look. not upon that wickedneſs 
Which he commands. As for the Matrons- 
and rich Widows, he broke. their Feet with 
burning Pincers, pulled off their Breaſtszand. 
upon theLoins of Women with child laid 


"Y 
"l . 
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' Bricks to force them to caſt their Birth. Be= 


fides thoſe that did die at 'the will of the 
Tyrant , who would rather periſh by an- 
others wickedneſs than by their own, there 
were many others that ſcorned the Miniſtry 


of ſuch curſed. hands to ſet at liberty their 


free Souls. Of which ſome burnt them- 
felves, Wives and Children, together with 
their 
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off their hands, 
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of the Tyran Others cabincing the A 
f the «4 Sy ing the Al. 
frs of their gods, mvoking_ their jultice'and 


their Wealth; that it migh 


FeEvenge as the laſt comfort of ying mer, 
And'o- 


did there let out their own bloud. 

thers went and hanged themſelves, that the 
might eſcape greater miſeries, © "$6 that by 
theſe ſeveral ways there was an end* put to 
chat flouriſhing City. The whole-face of 
the Town was ghaſtly even'to the Spoilers ; - 
but it was impoſſible for any thing to check 
their Covetouſneſs,- who in- the 7d Ruinics 
ſought-for the wealth of the deſtroyed Owr- 
ers :-and. to-increalſe the-gain of his Crimes, 
he ſold' the (Children-and+- Youth- 6f either 
ſx to the [ralians forSlaves. Ahn 


- The City being thus depopulated; he ap- 
points itas a Refuge for ſuch deſperate and 

needy perſons as ſhould deſert his Enennies, 

and come under his ſubjection. - And ws 
he changes the 'name of the place from /&- 
geſta to Dicapvlzs, 1. e. the City of Jaffice 
This he did either 'to profane the ſacred 
name of Juſtice, and ſhew his Contempt of 
thoſe eternal laws of Right and Wrong, by attri- 
buting fo glorious a Title to ſo horrid a 


. Crime 3 which 7s the laſt pleaſure and delight 


of thoſe that are prodigionſly 'wicked.” So Po- 
Ibize relates of one Dicearchus an FEtolian, 
who being made by Philip of Macedonia Ge- 
| | ncral 


neral in an Expedition to-break the League 
that was between the Klands called Cyclades 
and the Cities of He/eſport, (a deſign ſo ap- 
parently .abominable , that the Undertaker 
could give no honeſt account of it) to ſhew 
how his Soul delighted in thegreateſt crimes, 
and to defie both the Gods and men, before 
he took ſhipping he built two Altars, one to 
Impiety, and another to Injuſtice, and facrifi- 
cedtothemas to his Deities. Bur the Hiſto- 
rian obſerves, That in thoſe cruel Tortures 
wherewith he ended his dayes, he met with 
the provoked juſtice both/ of God and Man. 
And ſo alſo did fFeathoctes.for from- a Brand 
pluck'd our of the fire of this City 'was he 
and his whole Family conſumed. Or herein 
the Sjracxſan intended no more than to pra- 
Ctiſe the uſual arts of Tyrants, who to divert 
the Hatred of the preſent, and the Infamy 
among futureages, are wont to put the ſpe- 
cious names of Religion and Juſticeuponthe 
moſt deteſtable ations. So Taritxs obſerves 
of Trberins, that he would put upon the new 
Crimes, which his Jealoufie or Covetouſneſs 
zected to others , thoſe: names which - the 
Laws had appropriated to great Offences, 
and fo gild his Cruelty and Rapine with 
the Titles of Juſtice. And as we have ſeen 
our modern 'Tyrants ſtyle their attempts to 
ruine Piety, the Propagation of Religicn. Such 
Cheats indeed dofor a time quiet the "_ 

| pinits, 
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ſpirits, who -more ſtick upon \Names than 
Things; | yet when (diſcovered; do fo much 
the more increaſe their Hatred, .as they up- 
braided and abuſed: their Ignorance. And 
the nobler and mere diſcerning minds think their 
miſeries under Thrands the greater, bythe injuries 
that are done to Vertue and Goodneſs. | 
The next Tragedy was acted at x r' > 
for while Agathocles was buſiein theſe Butche- 
Ties, he receives the News of the death of 
his Sons. He grieved not ſo much for them; 
who he ſuſpe&ted: were 'too near his rivals of 
Empire. , - but ; feared leſt the kindred and 
friends of the Sofdiers whom he had betrayed 
in Africk, would be excited by their Exam- 
ple to attempt that upon the old-Wolf, which 
they, had executed upon the Eubs..: There- 
fore by - a private meſſenger he commands 
his' Brother Axtander ſpeedily to murder the 
friends of all thoſe that had followed him'in- 
to Africk, Artander, who was of a baſe tem- 
per,,and who accounted Cruelty for Valour, 
did -exattly perform the command , and'en- 
deavoured to outvie his Brother 1n blood. 
For he gathered together for the ſlaughter, 
not onely thoſe of their Kindred! who were 
of an age fit to take revenge, but even their 
aged Parents, that were ſo near the Graveas 
chat they had long loſt their Senſes: and the 
ſucking Children, that were not — to 
t now 
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know the: difference betwixt Slavery.. and 


F recon the Women alſo , that could not 
to overthrow the Tyranny , :yet if 
they had any relation to thoſe whom they 
defired to grieve, were all driven to the Sea- 
ſhore. Where that promiſcuous multitude , 
(that forcedpity from every eye but thoſe of 
their Butchers, while they did expect the 
ſtroke of death, did waſh. that place with their 
tears firſt, that afterwards was to be polluted 
with their, blood 3 and by their cryes and fup- 
plications drowned both the noiſe of the City 
and the Waves. Thus tortured with the 
expeQation, of Death ; and. the horrid ſpe- 
Racle of: their murdered friends who pre- 
ceded in the Execution, they had at laſt all 
their Throats cut, and their bodies were 
thrown into the Seaz which fora great ſpace . 
was coloured with blood , and the marks 
of the Cruelty were carried to far-diſtant 
Coaſts. And,which was moſt inhnmane, none 
dared to bewaile the miferable , nor bury. 
thoſe Carcafles which the Waves refuſed to 
hide, but caſt back upon the Shore ; leſt the 
ſhould be thought of Kin to the murdered, 
and be forced to the fame Deſtiny : So that 
the Commierce of humane Nature was broke, 
and Cruelty grew the higher from Commule- 
ration. Upon ſuch aGions as theſe does the 
ſecurity of Uſurpers depend; ſo that thoſe 


thathave had any ſenſe of '/crtueor Humani- 
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ty, do ratherchuſeto periſh in anobſture pri- 
vacy, 'than aim at Power that rſt be ob- 
tained as urueifer ee ſomuch Impiety, and 
ſo great miſery to'Mankind: | 


Szracuſe and FEgeſta being thus niade ſen- 
fible of 1k ban. . lhveny who like a diſs 
mal Plague brought death fnd deſtruqion 
whereſoever he went ; he goes toall the other 
Cities that were either under his Dominior, 
or in Confederacy with him, and by extort- 
ing Mony from them, taking off the ſu- 
pected , arid re-inforcing his Gariſons , he 
' Hbouts to keep thern from a Revolt, which 
either his Wickedric or his contemptible = 
Overthrow might "excite therh whto. But 
yet he could not prevent the effetof Mzrfor- 
tres, which ſhakes the faith and cancels the ob- 
bgations that are between wicked perſons. For 
Paſphils., either by the inconſtancy of his 
nature”, or fearing his Maſters rume; and 
willing therefore to provide for his own 
fafety, did revolt to' Dinocratesz, and, as a 
pledge of his faith , delivered up to hinall 
thoſe ſtrong Holds and Forces which he com- 
manded forthe Tyrant. This did fo ſtrange- 
lyaffeftand injealous Agathocles, and preſent 
fo his fancy ſuch terrible conſequences, that 
mad with fear leſt Paſiphilus mg have 
more Cornplices 3 he thonght” of quittin 
theTyranny , and therefore preſently ſends * 
Et ro 
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to treat with Dinocrates,, and/propounds to 
him theſe ny LOI Br 
5 would part wit ingaome , ana re 

« Liberty to the Syracuſans; That Dinocra- 
& tes ſbould return to his own City ; That there 
« ſhould he granted to Agathocles. for his \ſe- 
« carity the two Garriſons of Thermz and 
<« Cephalcedium, with the Tervataries thereunt 
&« belonging. | | 


| Theſe Articles being divulged , afforded 
matter of diſcourſe to the Speculatizz, Some 
applauded the Moderation of the man, and 
attributed . this. prudence. -of - temporizing 
with his fortunetohis lang experience in va- 
rious ſucceſſes,, which uſts to render the 
you Atcors in the world more wary, and 
uſpicious of: future Events; and the more 
proſperousthey have been, the leſs will they 
—_ to Chance. That althoughhe mighe 

ope for a Change of his preſent low con- 
dition, yet, he was alſo to fear a greater 
Fall. On the other fide ſome required his 
Conſtancy , and wondered at. his Change 
from himſelf; 'that whereas in former perils 
he ſeemed alwayes of a preſent courage and 
tenacious of hope; yet now he ſhould be 
ſo tranſported with fear , that he did not 
dare to hazard one Encounterforthat which 
he had by ſuch difficult Crimes got, and hi- 


therto. preſerved. And,. which was moſt 
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ſtrange; that 'Hhe ſhould deſpiſe his own ad? 
vantages ,” being \ftil} Maſter of Syracuſe and 
many other ftrong Holds, ſtored with no 
fmall Treaſure, furniſhed with'.a force that 
wasnot contemptible in Number,but yet more 
conſiderable. imrExperience and the arts'of 
War. [They therefore concluded that he was 
never..endued with true valour, and that his 
former reſolutions were either but the 1nſo- 
lencies ofa preſent fortune, or the eager hopes 
bf a future 5 which were but ſpurious Tigns, 
not genuine. effefts of a brave Generolity: 
YAnd as good men prevail by Vertue, ſo many baſe 
perſors do ſometimes by their Vices. Another 
ſort jydged, -that-all theſe Overturesof Peace 
were but to conceal more ſecret iprattices m 
his Enemies Army 3 that - Dinocrates had hi- 
thertoeither baſely, or falſely, by various:de- 
layes, betrayedthe ſeaſqns of War to his Ad+ 
verſaries, and that this Treaty was but to 
continue him in that negligence. That” the 
Tyrant knew well enough how dangerous: it 
was'for a-private perſonito:have once born 
the name of a King , and that fach when 
they part with their Power, do abjure theit 
Safety : for if not the 'publick Hatred, yet 
private Revenge forbids Security. The'me- 
mory of Djoxyſms was yer freſh; who when 
he had loſt:'Szracyſe, and 'was'befieged in his 
own Works, and did fb defpond, that he of- 

Feredto redeem his life with a voluntary - 
FLEETS Fs F #451 —- . . | 16 
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He out of Sicily; was yet encouraged Xo aper- 
[That © Tranny was 4 ſpecions Eprtaph'saft 
= _ in- _ —— who ; art 
tA thegm, That #2 Tyrant 74- 
* ther wo. by the heels out of his Govern- 
< went, than voluntarily to recede' from it. 
Which fo confirmed that Tyrant, who was 
Ingreater diſtreGthanthe preſent, that he re- 
tained his Power , and !weathered out''the 
Storm that: threatned his Shipwreck, -/Fhat 
ſure this wily: Monſter was as far ffom in- 
Mn he did. offer, as 'gver his un- 
faithful! Soul uſed to keep a diſtancefrom 
:-:The -eyent gave ſome credit to' this -laſt 
conjecture, for 1t oy re that 'the Treaty 
;came to-no fic. - For whether' Agathoeles 
did erioully intend it:orino; yet: Dinvera- 


.zes's Ambition: made it fruſtrate. | Pexceiran- 
:n0t pleaſe  thaſe whoſe: Deſires are immodexate 
or corrupt t: and the deſire df Greatiieſs where it 


Is, extingniſhes all other: Aﬀedtions. \Dinvcrates 
was: leſs defirmis to: be a Monareti:rhan 
Agatbocles)had. been, and wasas little pleaſed 
that the Democracy ſhould be teftored art 
iSyracuſe,i iWhere.none that were Great could 


. everbeſafe, ' His preſent Command dftwen- 
_ . ty thouſand Foot; and three thouſand Horſe, 
together with' the diſpoſal of all the Cities 
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that. vete. of the;League, af which he-was 
called; the Generaly\:but: in-truch-was little 
leB. than. the' Lord, was.not-to: be* parted 
with for. the privacy.'of Peace, which equal- 
.ly, abſcares the brave. and: baſe;:and: makes 
no. differenee | betwixt noble and -ignoble 
ſpirits. Syracuſe - was indeed: his'native' Ci- 
ty, but he would be-no better than his E- 
nemy,, that would reduce him'tb the equa- 
lj:y,of, a, Private;perſun , makei him | obno- - 
xious ta-the haranghes of urquiet' Dema- 
xc$;, 4nd the cenfures of the giddy Rab- 

le. Wipe theſe conGderations/he was as un- 
coward;.to. admit. of Peace, as he: had been 
negligentin proſecuting the War; and there- 
fore found out mary difficulties in the Trea- 
ty. Sometimes he denied the Garriſons upon 
jealouſic of his fururepretcnſions ſometimes 
urged that he ſhould for. ever depart from 
Sicthye: and another time. he. required his 
Children far — Agathocles ; though 
he perceived. the. drift of: the man, and that 
he. ſhould. prevail. nothing by. this, "Treaty, 
but, make them. niore eager + 1h requiring 
. What they knew he would deny, did yeticon- 
tinue - his 'praftice, that by his: Commiſſio- 
_ners: he might - debauch the: _ ',- buy 
off the faith of ſome , raiſe di of 
_ their: General. in athers, and -ſtir-up Se- 
ditians and Fattions againſt him in the ſeye- 
ral Cities. He inſfinuates by his Agents, 'that 
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THT. TT het Jfteof ADathocies. 
Dinverater did not faithfuly'inrend the: 
betty” of Sicily, bur ſought to havethat pow. 
erin. himſelf, which he'envied and fought 
apiinſt in' another; that He was —_— 
P- 


ki 
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rufion "of the publick Peace and Ha 
pineſs of every City, by refuſing ſuch Ar- 
ticles which 4 Conquerour would not have 
denied to the Vanquiſhed 3 and fo he neg- 
lected the ſafety of all thoſe Cities whoſe 
ſervant he was. F437 a 


- 'Whiles he lays theſe grounds for Vitory 

there, he concludes a Peace with the Cartha- 

giniens, and delivers up all their Forts and 
Cities which he had ſiſed upon” int Sicily' for 

the ſumme of three hundred'talents, and'two 
hundred thouſand Meaſures of Corn. By'this 
Compoſition he was at liberty to imploy all 
his -Thoughts'and Forces againſt the 'Free 
Leagye, - with whom he was'refolved to'try 
what his ſeeret” Arts/ had' done, and'offer 
them ſer Bartel in the Field, although he 
had no-more''than five thotifind Foot and 
eight'hundred' Horſe, which” he did -not''fo 
mueh truſt to, as he did unto his own praQti- 
ces, and the'vices of the Enemy. The Con- 


 federates were well pleaſed with the 'Ty- 


rants Confidence, who ſeem:d to offer up 
his '{mall number to the Swords of twenty 
five thouſand . Foot and three thouſand 
Horſe, which was their ſtrength. r—_ 
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eli antes did) Toe t \'was : ſroonty 


maintained ——_— es for ſome time, 
_ the Victory doubtful, whether it ſhould-fal 
where: was my} reatet Number, 6r the brs- 
veſt Co bo at length the pradtiſcs of 
the 7 oe, whe to-work, for two thouſand 
of Dinocrater's Army, that were corrup 
by.the Treaty, inthe very heat of the Bat- 
tel went over to Agathocles's.-fide, Which 
did both raiſe the hopes and courage of his 
Party, andſo terrifie the other with this un- 
expected Perfidiouſnes , that...every one 
doubting whether his next;Comrade were a 
friend .or foe, they truſted more in their 
flight than in their Companions, and were 
wmpqeny routed. . Agathocles would not 
purſue his ag ny. but by a Keming 
Humanity to-.ſpare his d —_— Country- 
men, he ſounds a Retreat | the Slaughter. 
Sqg'that all the Horſe were gotten ſafe to dw- 
bicas, many of the Font by the benefit of the 
approaching night eſcaped quite away; but 
4 e.greateſt part of them that! were left-in a 
Bady; together, , had:poſlefled themſelves of 
AN; Hill, LSwhich chey h had Rarglecd for theit 
TR 


| "To theſt-the Tyrant offers-hopes of Par- 
dom. and Peace, leſt Deſpajr-might kindle 


them to a _”_ Obſtinacy, Neceſligy 
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many timesforcing men to miraculous ads : 
therefore by ſome meſſengers hedefiresthenz 
to come to a Treaty. '*Which as before be 
«bad entertained with then onel out of a deſire 
& of Peace, ſo now he had no other motives, but 
&* by that. means to put an end to the mriſeries of 
 <bisConntry. That although his condition were 
« zow better than it was then: yet he knew, how 
« it became" not juſt perſons and genres 
<*to.change their honeſt _ with ſucceſs. 
© had never thought any canſe of War could te 
© juſt againſt the Sicilian: pic that therefore 
& he. choſe rather to maint4ite their common In- 
<zereſt, and to undergo ſo many ers for 
< theme in "Africk, to break'the Punick Io 
£ which he bad done, had not ſome that cooked n 
«the Publick Happineſs of the Iſland, diftrafFed 
* ine by x#- autting his Eſtate here, while he was 
* faithfully ſerving iy there: That' now if 
* they were weary of 4 tedious and fruitleſs War, 
<« and were deſjrows to veturn to the comforts of 
« Peace, and the pleaſures of their own homes, 
* laying ; doton their Arms, they ſhould rr pH 
< and ſafe 'Paſſage. But af they preferred the 
< hatred of him to all the bleſſings of Quiet, 
* and' would ftill retain' their hoſtile affe@ions 
< together with their Weapons, they muſt make 
< their way with the Sword '; and he would ex- 
* Fingniſhtheir hate of him with their own bloud : 
© Fop. they had found (by a ſadder experience 
6 i: than he "could Eave woes) that there was m0 
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_—_—- wcceſs againſt hine, who with ſo ſmell 

. « een 7 wr, Cre th led of 
< the gods, without. whoſe favour there could be 
< zo proſperity) had overthrown their mighty 
< Army. The poor Wretches, though they 
knew that not any word was true, and had 
many. teſtimonies: that not any Promiſe he 
would make he did intend to keep ; yet be- 
cauſe they were hopeleſs of Viltory, deſt- 
rous of Peace, and contented with Safety, 
were eaſily deluded by their hopes and fears 
to try once more his Faith, and accept what 
he offered before. they deſired, .a readineſs 
which might juſtly: have moved their ſuſpt- 
cion. For Thrants are never forward todo. ar 
&F that becomes a vertuows perſon, 'but they in- 
tend . ſome horrid impiety which would move 
bluſhes in a Fury. , The credulous Sauldiers 
accepting his Oath for//a ſafe Convoy, left 
| their Works and Arms upon: the Hill, and 
came down to require the performance. 
When they had thus parted with all their 
means of ſafety. the Tyrant incompaſles them 
about (being to the number of ſeven thou- 
ſand, others ſay but four thouſand) with his 
ownSauldiers all armed. Then the miſera- 
ble men . perceived, themſelves cheated to 
their ruine, when'ithey ſaw that they were 
hemm'd in by anEnemy inſolent with Victo- 
ry, and terrible with their Arms, and they 
xem(clves naked, without any Inſtrument = 
ther 


ther for reyenge'or defence, they condudeds. 
themſelves Jevoced to pr There- 
fore falling upori one anothers necks, and 
ſhaking one another by the hand, they gave 
and took the laſt Salutes, each one defirin 
his friend and neighbour not'to ſtek a diffe- 
rent fortune in a common'cauſe. S$o' invo- 
King Heaven and the injured Gods to re- 
venge their bloud, they were in that poſture 
all killed by the command of the perjured 
Tyrant. 


Thus was the 1905. nar fg Oath uſed by- 
 Agathocles, and' conſtantly praGtiſed by 
Uſarpers, onely to deceive men whom the 
fear, ſhould their Intentions be open, while 
' they contemn that Deity which they invoke 
and atteſt, So'that Perjury is the evidence 
baſe ſpirits and wicked ſouls, and never falls 
=> ——_ fear no Enemy, or reverence any 

od. Regulus ſhall be for ever memorable, 
as long as Piety orVertue are in the world, 
that wouldnot \ rob 4 his Oath, though made 
to ſuch Enemies who he knew would punith 
thoſe Vertues which they ſhould have admi- 
red, and would reward his Reverence of 
Heaven with ſuch Tortrires as would have 
been cruel to Beafts. And Rowe was thought 
worthy of her Greatnefs, while ſhe bred up 
her Citizens in honeft Arts, and would not 
ſuffer the Religion of an Oath to be _ 
n 
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pe | to. her. Citi- 
t they juſtly merit the 


This _ Army bein onely by the 


Frauds of the Tyrant thus broken and de- 
feared,, ſome. few, of.the Exiles he received 
to mercy; ba they, wire ſach as he could 
tſuſpe& for perillous perſons, whom their 
Fears and .not: Courage had herded among 
the other Champions of Liberty, that woul 
be contented onely with Life, though it were 
under Slavery. And to ſuch Tyrants eaſily 
it. the enjoyment of their miſery. For 
their ſafety. is founded on the baſeneſs. of their 
V-aſſals and they are always more in fear of 
#hoſe that are bjave. and —_- ; though on their 
(de, than of thoſe that are againſt them. One- 
the great wonder among the Greeks was, 
at Agathocles did admit Dinocrates to a 
Compoſition, and kept that Faith with him 
bares of he did with none elſe: and whereas 
he was ſo jealous of all others whom he: had 
wronged, or that had oppoſed him, that. he 
never permitted them to live, if he had pay- 
| cer 
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'  erto pilt themto' death z1/yer after o:long 
- 8n Hoſtility he admitted Draverates coPlns 
. of Truſt about him, and committed ro:hiat 
the Command of ſome of his Forces: And 
their Faith (if the Correſpondence: that 5s 
between faithleG perſons deſerve that tame) 
was preſerved inviolable by cither' to their 
dedths ' Some thought that the Favours ant 
Averlions of Princes happened to Men, asall 
other things, by the fate and fortune of their 
Birth. Others \conceived that the Confors 
mity of their Humours, being both \ambirzous 
and faithleſs, had; ſomething. im their. Souls 
Congenial, which might form a: Friendſhip, 
when their Intereſts were not divi 
Therefore the Tyrant had-diſmiſfled himſafe 
at the Maſlacre at Syracvſe,: and now Tecei< 
ved him-again into his boſom: at the Over= 
throw at Gorginmm. For then their Intereſts 
did conſpire. Dinocrates, that was hated for 
refuſing the Peace when it was offered in the 
Treaty, and ſuſpefted by all Cities of the 
Free p (_ for betraying theirForces in'the 
laſt Fight, could not hope-for ſecurity any 
where but in the Tyrants proteQion. - And 
Agathocles doubted” not to make uſe of that 
mans Courage and Service, whom hatred and 
fuſpicions had weakened and diſgraced fo far 
as never to be truſted with- any deſigns a- 
gainſt him: and 'ufing him in all adjous - 
Enterpriſes, he ſhould thereby derive _ 


£ 
” 


y_ 


mity. - And firſt he vp a ter Gela,, and 
therein takes Paſphilns, that had revolted to 
him. . A perſon neither conſtant in his faith, 
nor ftout in his Perfidionſhnels. With: his 
blond: Dinocrates afinres Agathocles of his un» 
igned Qbedience, and comforts:the oppreſ- 
Sicilians, when they faw one Inſtrument 
of Slavery had met with his deſerts. Afﬀeer- 
wards he cauſes-all 'the Forts and Garrifons 
that had been formerly in his power to 'be 
ſurrendred to: the Tyrants command; and 
within the ſpace of two years brought ander 
his-yoke all the Cities that were diflaffeted 
to him. : 


Tn the mean while the Tyrant, not to for- 


bear Villany himſelf, while his Agents were 


buſi in Sicily, looks aboutfor other places to 
at ſome miſchief in. And conſidering that 


the Iſland of Lipara through a long Peace 
was rich and weak, and - nods wi refiſt 


his Enterprizes, and yet afford him Spoilsz 
he fails thither with his Navy, and ſurprizing 
them, requires fifty Talents of Silver as the 
price of their Safety. Although they had 

| pro- 
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any SubjeQtion,” yet it was' ehough that they 


were not able to reſiſt his Injuſtice, and had 


ſomething to invite his 'Covetoulheſfs: The 
Ifhanders paid him as mich 'Money' as 'they 
had in their private and publick Exchequers, 
and defired a day' of payment for the- reſt, 
Fcr although there was enough Treaſure in - 
their Temples, that was conſeerated to their 
Gods /Eolus and Vulcan, as would fatishe the 
Tyrant's demands 3 yet had theyinever been 
guilty of fach a*Sacrilege, and therefore 
would not now pollute their private For- 


-runes, by ray, conſecrated Money to pur- 


chaſe their Safety, the Publick Religion pre- 
vailing' over their Private ſrievrell Re 
Tyrant that had no Juſtice in demanding any, 
would have' no Religion 'to ſpare fo much 
and: therefore ' forced away from: them/ an 

their Gods'all the dedicated Treaſure that 


| was in their Temples, and carrying it aboard, 


ſpread his ſails for Syracuſe. But being overs 
taken by agreat Tempeſt, 'he loſt eleven of 
his ſhips, which were thoſe that carried' the 
{poyls of Sacrilege. - The Lyparcans were 4 
Ietle comforted that their God ples, which 
_ imagined was the Deity of the Winds, 
had. (as they thought) reyenged his _ 
1njuries, and ſuffered not the Syracnſar Thi 

toenjoy therewards of his Crimes. The Greeks 
alſo obſerved that Yulcan their God of Fire 
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ok his part of revenge in the death of the 
Vonkes when he mo Wark alive. | 


.. Fo adjous were alwayes Sacrilegiqus per- 
ſons.even to thoſe that knew not the wh 
God, that allmen,did curiouſly, obſerve and 

xceedingly rejoyce at the Vengeance of 
Heaven upon ſuch deteſtable Malefattors, 
which very oftenſejzed on them in the ſight 
of men, The'trugGod ſeemed careful to pre» 
ſerye Religion amongmen, by avenging the 

juriesthat were doneeven to falſe by 
ny that worſbjpped them as trye. Thus 


Fo without Religion Communities would 


erate into Bands of Thieyes and herds 
of B each one preFing pen another, 
and keeping no more taith .than neceſlity 
could inforce. That Religion may affettthe 
mindsof men, and dray them to an admiring 

bedience and awful reverence of its DiQates, 
It muſt. have that Majeſty and :Splendaour 
which may work/even .upan the Carnal part 


of man , (which is moſt predominant in the 


nultitude.) Theluſtre, thatis moſt likely to 
Fave znfluence on ſuch, 15 that which is deri- 
ved from the affluenceand greatneſs of thoſe 


- things the world accounts dafirable. There- 


fore the riches of Conſecrations and Anathe- 
ma's haye been thought attractive expedients 
to this purpoſe 3 | becauſe they are the teſti: 

monies 


"Lib. 
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monies of the munificence of Heaven: to its 
Worlbippers, who ingratitude haye bytheſe 
returns acknowledged the fountain of all 
their Wealth and Happineſs, So likewiſe do 
ſuch oblations commend the pious Examples 
and Religious attiqns of paſt Ages to Poſte- 
rity, and proyoke them to animitation. The 
purity af Religion , though it maſt reſpetts 
the Ratzonal part, and feats zts Throne in 
the mare Intelleftual powers , yet doth not 
diſdain the.yſe of ſuch AttraQives for the in- 
feriour Afﬀections, requiring not onely the 


Hezre, but the Fleſh alſo, to praiſe the Living 
God. And ahough is expets cxatt Abe- 
dience onely from the puzer Spirits , yet: it 
would preyent the contempt af more pallit- 
ted Souls: like wiſe Law-givers, who frame 
not their Preſcriptiqns for the pyblick Safe- 
ty with reſpect onely to the Yirtuoſi , but 
temper them ſoasthey may allure and invite 


the pbferyance of the Dregs of the People, - 


So greatis'the intereſt of Religion inthepre- 


. ſervations of (its Dedications, that few or 


none diq ever bare-facedly own this Crime, 
but endeavour'd toelude the people's zeal,and 
diyert the envy of the Sin by fome more ſpe- 
cjaus pretext to Picty. That Sacrilegious Ty- 
rant, who took away his Jupiter's Golden 
Coat, and gave him a Wollen , did ſcoffingly 
pretend the change was for the God's advan- 
tage , becauſe the you was too heavy - 

2 im 


, Ne ————- ". .” 
bs Coractian Tyra . Or, 


himin the Summer, ' and the Wool was more- 
warmforthe Winter: and thoſe that imitate 
him, want not their pretexts of a more refi- 
ned knowledge of a Deity; that Heaven 
hath noneedofour Treaſure, and is more de- 
lighted with a Spiritual Worſhip. Bur yet 
. we ſhall find none guilty of Sacriledge that . 
are not infamous with other Crimes: who 
when they have exhauſted their own Reve- 
nues intheſatisfattion of their Luſts ,, invade 
the treaſures of Religion to ſupply their 
wants; or being exceeding covetous, make 
no difference betwixt things Civil and Di- 
vine, and when they have opprefled men 
with Extortions, provoke Heayen with Ex- 
pilations; which ſooner or later takes Ven- 
geance on'their Injuſtice, and in their Ruine 
. recovers the Honour of Religion. 


Agathocles having loſt the Spoils of his 
Impious Voiage, could not reſt 'till he had 
acted ſome more proſperous Wickednefs. All 
his thoughts being at preſent 'frighted with 
the ſight of the Coaſts of Africk, he now 
turns bi deſigns to the other Shore, and layes 
his Proje&tsfor the diſturbance of Ttaly.Which 
being publickly known, the ſmaſler and ma- 
ritime Cities of that Coaſt that lay moſt ob- 
noxious to his Invaſion and Power, ſent Am- 
baſladours to treat a Confederacy with him, 

that by a preſent Friendſhip. they-might 


pre- 
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prevent a future Subje&tion. The Tyrant 
receives the Meſſengers with -all his uſual 
falſe Careſſes, puts them in hope of Peace, 
and entertains them with ſeveral diverſions, 
that they might not have leiſure to obſerve 
his Preparations. Which when they were f1- 
niſhed, he invites them to a Supper, and ap- 
points them the next day for Audience. But 
he that night took Shipping , and fo tranſ- 
ported his Army into [taly , while the Cities 
were altogether unprepared for a Reſiſtance, 
becauſe they had received no Intelligence - 
from their Agents. The firſt that were af- 
ſailed were the Brutii, who loſt one of their 
Cities called Athas, by the ſudden Invaſion 
of the Tyrant z but not diſcouraged there- 
with, they with a great Power aflaulthim by 
night, and killing four thouſand of his men 
force him back to Syracuſe. 


Notſacceeding in his open force, he tries 
more cloſe and impious Cheats; for having 
a deſign upon the Crotoniates, that he might 
make them ſecure, he ſends a Meflenger to 
Menedemmns, that then was chief Commander 
there, and had been his ancient Hoſt, to ac- 
quaint him, that he had an intent to accom- 
pany his Daughter Lanuſſa, whom he had 
married to Pzrrhus King of Epire, as far as [ta- 
ly on her way. And therefore deſires him 
not to be ſuſpicious of the Navy which he 
S 3 had 
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had . provided for. the ſafety and honour of 
the Bride. . And. while he intended this ſoft 
buſineſs of Love , he deſired that he might 
. not be troubled by them- with any m———_—_ 
of War. They call] believed him, who di 
deſire it ſhould not be otherwiſe 3 and by this 
ſecurity they found themſelves altogether 
unprovided for a Defence, when they ſaw 
him lay Siege to their City : And after he 
had made a finall Battery upon their Walls, 
caring leſt a ſtout and vain oppoſition might 
Kindle him toa greater Cruelty, they opened 
their Gates unto him. Where, as ſoon as he 
' wasentred, he uſes the utmoſt violence, plun- 
dering the whole City, and killing, all that 
vere able to bear Arms, he ſold all the reſt 
for Slaves. Having deſtroyed this flouriſh- 
ing City, he enters into a Confederacy with 
the ſmaller Towns that were upon thoſe 
Coaſts, and which maintained themſclves by 
Piracy, to joyn with them part of his Ships, 
andto have his ſhare proportionable in the 
Prizes. Thus he that afiected to bea Prince 
turned Thicf, hisnature recailing to the fins 
of his private condition, when his outward 
Dignity required nobler practices; as toſup- 


preſsthe common Enemies, as Pirates are, and 


tomaintain the Commerce of Nations. But | 


a Tyrant doth nothing abhorrent from him- 
ſelf, when he plaies a private Thief that was 
 beforea publick, and maintains but his former 

EH: 3 _— Enmity 


7. 


Sa | 


vate Robberics ha- 
a revenge 
from them: therefore he invades thent apain 


with thirty thonſxnd Foot, and three thou- 


farid Hotſe, and keeps a ſtrong Navy 


avy riding 


upon their Coaſt. A Tempeſt broke ar 

ſeattered his Navy : but his Eand-forces had 
ſome ſlicceſs for a time, ſo that he forced the 
Brntii to articles of Submiffion 3 To gize ſix 
<« hundrect HoStages, arid to receice his Qarri- 
<« ſons into their Cities. Bat the Tyrant no 
ſooner left the Continent, and departed for 


Sicily, but they fet upon the Garriſon 


kall'd 


all his Soldiers, and delivered their Hoftages, 


and ſo ſhook off his yoke of Slavery, 


whach 


He was never able tolayupon themagarn. 


Agathoctes finding ſuch variety 1n his fingle 
Fortune, which ſometimes was too liberal, and 
at other times recall'd all her favours by ſome 
Sre&at loſs, like a tempeſtuous Sea, when one 
wave fnatches that from the ſhore, which a 
former had brought to it 3 he was reſolved to 
try what he could doe in conjunQion with 
ſome potent Ally, whofe fortune was more 
Ready. And therefore he fends his ſon the 
younger Agathocles to Demetrius then Ki 
of Macedonia, to make a League and Confe- 
deracy with him. Demetrins,who was notun- 

S4 acquainted 


v.04 


of the falſhoods of the Sjracuſan | 

am Ne Rees a ſilence of n Þ 
| murdered Ophellgs, could. not expe any 
aſſurance fromſuch a Confederate ; who hav- ' 

/ ing been ſo often unfaithfull, could not with- 
out a Miracle be true to any : yet was not- 
withſtanding willing to follow the Tyrant in 
his own paths, and ruine him by his own 
Arts. A retaliation ſo conſtant to Wickedneſs, 
that ſcarce any one Periſoes but by the wajes ke 
ſn'd. He therefore entertains. the young 
"Tyrant with great blandiſhments, adorns him 
with theRoyal Purple, and ſends him home 
loaded with magnificent Promiſes and great 
Preſents, and with him Ox1themris a dexte- 
Tous Confident of his- own ; in colour to ac- 
commodate the difficultics that might emerge 
in the Treaty, to proje& a form of Accorg, 
and to keep a good correſpondence betwixt 
his Maſter and the Tyrant ; but in truth to 
diſcover the rant a of the Syracuſan coun- 
ſels, and to bea Spy upon the affairs of Sicj- 
hz, to diſcover the eaſieſt way of invading it, 
and topratiſe the Tyrant to ſome deſtruftive 
Enterprizes. Oxythemis had an handſome 
reception and great credit with Agathocles, 
' Whoſe humours and inclinations he ſoon 
found, anddexterouſly moved him to renew 
his attempts againſt Carthage, and follow his 
'pretenſions in Africk. This he eagerly pro- 
fecuted, thatſothe Tyrant leaving Sicily, his 
| Maſter 
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rwith moreeaſe might attaque it. This 
to Agatbocles as the c of his For- 
tune, for he was now free from any troubles 
in theIfland. Syracuſe by an openand coh- 
tinued Trade, and ſome years of Peace, had 
recovered ſo much Wealth, as defaced all the 
marks of the former War. He was now 
ſtrengthned with the new alliance of a pow= 
erful Neighbour, whoſe afſiſtances Oxythemris 
after the Greek manner did augment and en- 
large. He therefore embraced the Delign, 
and made Preparations anſwerable untoit. 
He had provided two hundred Veflels - &- 
quipped with all neceſlary Furniture for t 

tranſporting of his'Forces, . and had begun 
Hoſflity by intercepting the Carthaginiare 
Ships that carried proviſions of Corn and 
other neceſlaries from Sicily and Sardinia to 
Africk- But in the very beginningsof his de- 
{igns, that Vengeance of Heaven which had 
been long due unto. him, did at laſt take 
hold of -him , and blaſted his counſels with 
his ruine, which wasthus effe&ed. nM 


Ag 


C 


The Tyrant being now old, and doubting 
the chances of War , and the varieties of 
Fortune, which he had ſo often experienced, 
would provide for the Succeſſion in his ill- 
gotten Dominion , .before he departed from 
Sicily. Thoſe whom propinquity of blood, 
the affetions of the Tyrant , and the Vul- 
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gat Report marked ont for: the Hondu?, 
were the younger Agathocles, and Archdgathus 


the fon: of that Arthagatbas that was betray- 
ed by bis Father, and ſlam by the Sonlditers 

uvAfrick Both theſe had great hopes-amd 

firong ions to be the Heirs of theEm- 

pre. The firſt built his upoh the Indulgence 

—_— en rag 4 oma IN had 

gamedby a ſpecious Obſervance, and conti- 

ral ——_— accompanied with a quiet in- 

duſtry, in all that was commanded, though 

he were unfit for War, and would wear out 

days of Attion with words of Obedience. 

Befides, his late Embaſſie and magnificent Re- 

| tion in Greece had made him more fplen- 

did, though they were but the Arts. of, the 

Enemy, not the effe&s of his Merits. Andit 

is not to be doubted but that Oxythemris fa- 

voured his Choice, whom he ſaw leaſt able 

to hmder his Projeds. On the other ſide 

Archagathus founded his pretenſions to. the 

Succeſſion, becauſe he was General of the 

Forces, and. was now with them about /E7- 

94; he had been in ſeveral Expeditions, in 

which by his boldneſs and: generous Mien he 

had got the eſteem of Valiant, and the Aﬀe- 

Etions of the Souldiery. So thatthe old Ty- 

rant. ſeemed to hold but a Precarious Em- 

. ire of him, which-he could take away at 

Ji pleaſure. But the Obſequiouſneſs of the 

younger Agathoctes did over-balance all _ 
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Merits in the judpnierit of his Father: Thefe- 
fore when Archagathus was abitodd with the 
Army, the Tyratt cottmends his Sort Apt- 
thocles to the Obedjence of the Syrncieſ##s, a8 
the future hopes of all their Peace atrd Soft 
ty, and whotts he had de ' for his 
Throne. And that he wipht have the Hke 
reverence froni' the Army, he ſends him with 
a Letter to Archaguthiis,commariding Him to 
deliver vip the Chatge of the Forces itito the 
hands of his Unete:. 6 


Archagathis ſeeirig his hopes dehided, atjd 
that all his Glorious Hazards were fruitlels, 
when the Rewards of Danger were confer- 
red on him that was never near them 5 con- 
ccives an Inexpiable Hatred both againſt his 
Grandfather and Rival , and reſolves. to 
quench it with the bloud of both: To thiy 
end he ſends preſently a Meſſenger to Merore 
hisCorreſpondent at Court, and with whont 
he had often treated of dangerous Secrets, 
and had prepared hit for any 1 hE 
fhvuld adviſe him unto, and defires him to 
poiſon the old Tyrant, and he himfelfwould 
contrive the death of the younger. This 
Mze»02 was a Native of /Ezef74, where Aga- 
thoctes had acted thofe Incredible Cruetties, 
and m the ruime of the City was taken with 
the other Youth-rhat were appointed to be 
fold for Slaves. But the Comelineſs _ 
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